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do it. Who is to hinder llhn'fmm i
jving such power to man " Well, I
i goivg

to prove toyow now, that

T ogip, you can never do lhat.,"
’ ?:;n\?ll"rofcnmm fr‘icnd.' But, 1 will
fove to you that God has given such
ower to man : for no man, with (_'mn-
n sense OF reason, can dm}ht for a
:‘:wmmn that God can g"!\'c this power
to man. 1 shall prove it to you from
the Bible, and that is the book you hkc.'
do you not, My dear Protestant fl‘f(&l\(\ﬂ 7
1t is the book of God, for which we
Catholics have a very high veneration,
it is from this lml_\"book of (.-nd,
that 1 shall prove that God has given

In the ninth chapter of the Gospel of
g, Matthew Wwe read that on a cer-
tain occasion there was In‘qught‘ be-
fore our Divine Lord a man sick of the

lsy, and when our Blessed Lord saw
the poor palsied man He was moved
with compassion, and s_aul to the

alsied man : «Son, be of good heart,
thy sins are forgiven thee,” and

Y "\[HE SCRIBES AND PHARISES
heard the Blessed Saviour say, “Thy
sins are forgiven thee,"” and they mur-
mured within themselves, _nnd said,

recisely asour Protestant friends say :
“Who can forgive sins but God?"
And Christ, reading the secret thoughts
of their minds, said : ** Why do you
murmur at this? Which is it easier to
gay, thy sins are forgiven thee, or take
up thy bed and walk into thy house ?'
«But,” said He, ‘“‘that you may
know that the Son of Man "—He does
not say that you may know that the
Son of God, but — ‘‘ that you may
know that the Son of Man (You
know Christ was born God and man.
Heis God from all eternity, equal to
the Father and the Holy Ghost, and
He became man eighteen hundred and
geventy-nine years ago, when He was
porn in the stable at Bethlehem)
hath the power on earth to for-
give sins—"and then did He say to
the man sick of the palsy : ‘‘ take up
thy bed and walk into thy house;” and
the sick man was instantly cured, and

he took up his bed and walked into
the house. Here, our Divine Saviour
performed a miracle to prove that,
even as man, He had the power of
forgiving sins.

Now, in St. John, twentieth chapter,
our Saviour says: ‘‘All power hath
been given to Me in heaven and on
earth, therefore, as the Father hath
sent Me, 1 also send you. As T have
been vested by the Father with all
power, so I also send you vested with
all power,” and then breathing upon
them (Apostles) He said : ** Receive ye
the Holy Ghost ; whose sins you shall
forgive, they are forgiven them, and
whose sins you shall retain, they are
retained.” Now, my dear Jible
friends, you who say the Bible is your
teacher, 1 beg of you, in the name of

God, to divest yourselves of all pre-

judices, of all pr('conceived notions, and

kindly, sincerely, before God, study
the Dible, study the words of Jesus

Christ. What did Christ mean when

He said, breathing upon His Apostles:

“Receive ye the Holy Ghost?” Who

is the Holy Ghost? The Holy Ghost

is the Third Person of the Adorable

Trinity. “ Receive ye the Holy

Ghost ;" that is, *¢ Receive ye the power

of God,” for Holy Ghost, in the Holy

Seriptures, frequently stands for the

power of God, as in the first chapter of

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES,
our Divine Saviour says: ** Not many
days hence you shall receive the power

of God.” What was that power of

5od? It was the reception of the
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost

“Reccive ye, therefore, the power of

God, and whose sins you shall forgive,

they are forgiven them." Is not that
clear and explicit? What did our

Divine Saviour mean when He said,

“Whose sins you shall forgive, they
are forgiven them?" Did He mean
what He said? Most assuredly so.
There was no duplicity in Christ ;
there was no double dealing in Him.
He did not say one thing and mean
another thing. When He said to His
Apostles : ‘‘Whose sins you shall for-
give, they arc forgiven them " He
gave them the power of forgiving sins.
’Smnn years ago, when I was pastor
of St. Francis Xavier church, in St.
Louis,‘Mo., I was called to a sick lady,
and when I came to the house 1 found
with the sick lady a Protestant doctor.
I:ﬁnked the doctor to leave me alone
with the lady for a few moments, and
he did so. In the meantime; I heard
s confession, and administered
to 'hf*,r the consolations of our holy
l‘uhg_mn, the sacraments of the Church.
Having got through, I said to the doc-
tor that he might come in; but the
doctor was a Yankee, and you all know
that the Yankees are a very inquisi-
tive people, and always want to know
tyhe ins and outs of everything
(laughter), and so, the doctor said to
me: ““What have you been doing,
sn'?'.' “ Well, doctow, that isa very im-
pertinent question, but as Iknow what
you are driving at, I will answer you.
!‘hpard the confession of that lady.”
‘You do not pretend to forgive the
sins, do you?" said the doctor. ** Yes,
sir, 1 do.” ¢ Well,” sir, continued the
doctor, ‘‘that is a very extraordinary
power.” ‘“‘Yes, sir, it is ; but you do
not believe in that power, doctor ?”
said I.  ** No, sir,” said he, ‘‘no;no,
I do not believe in any such nonsense
as that.” ** Well, doetor,” said I, ‘‘do
you believe the Apostles had the power

the lady

of forgiving sins ?”
4w, 1 ] 4
NO SIR,"” SAID HE, ‘‘1 DO NOT.

. Well, doctor, what did our Divine
Saviour mean, when, breathing upon
His Apostles, He eaid, ‘Receive ye the
Holy Ghost ; whose sins you shall for-
give they ave forgiven them.’ What
“h(l Christ mean, doctor, at that time ?”
‘Well, 1 declare,” said he, *‘ that is a

“Tam not prepared for that now.
am here on professional business, and

am not prepared to answer you now ;

s given this power to MAN. 4 ¢ 1 will
tor, please
was a sincere and honest man, and
when he arrived at
membered his promise to secne ag
and knowing that he should become
familiar with the subject in order to
talk with me, he procured himself some
books on Catholic doctrine, and
read them
until he became convineed that confes-
sion is of divine origin.
imcru‘sto(l in the matter and procured
more books, and finally became con-
guch power 10 man. vinced that the (‘:llh(?“ll‘\ Church is the
only
weeks after that there came a rap at
my door: ** Walk in,” and the doctor
¢ Father,” says he, ** will
you be kind enough to hear my con-
fession 7" ]
confession ?

walked in.

Why, you do not believe
in that?” (Laughter) **I do, Father,”
says he, **and believe in all the other
doctrines
I am thoroughly convinced that it is
the
and
my confession.”
get on your knees.”
knees and I heard his confession and
received him into the Church.
perhaps, some of m

¢ All right, doctor ;
He got on his

y Protestant friends
will say to-night: *‘ Was he not a fool
No, my friends: he was
a very wise and well educated man—a
very smart man ; and so wise you will

MY DEAR PROTESTANT FRIENDS,
if you would only take the trouble that
the doctor took, to examine both sides
But here is your mis-
you are a ome-sided people ;
you never examine both sides
Tell me candidly, did you
ever read a Catholic book in your life.
¢ No, sir, I would not take up a Catho-
¢ Buat you have read a
great many books against Catholic-
¢« Yes, I have, and that is the
very reason 1 do not wi
more about it.”
ave a one-sided people.
give an impartial judgment when you
have examined but one side of the
What would you say of a
criminal court,

of the question.

int to read any
Well, that shows you

judge who sits in the
when a policeman brings in a
low, and says to the judge:
this man is guilty of such a crime.”
«Well, then, hang him,” says the
“ But,” says the poor man,
am innocent, and I am able
to prove my innocence.
bring you evidence and witn
that T am innocent.”
ists that he is guilty.
“Well, then,” says the judge,
him anyhow.”
would yousay of
you would say,
thirsty man—you are
ding innocent bl¢
hear the man?
his evidence, and his witnesses,
You are guilty of the blood of
you have con-
examination.”
rotestant friends,

‘¢ Unjust, cruel, blood-
guilty of shed-
Why do you not
Why do you not hear

an innocent man, and

Well, now, my dear P
allow me to tell you (and I hope you
will not be offended, for
sense can be offended by the
is the way you have
Catholics all the time.
anyhow,"” you say
amine the doctrines o
Did you ever

Never in your life ;
you condemn us, condemn us without
knowing what we are.

Did you ever ex-
f our holy relig-
read a Catholic

Is that just, I ask you?
Il you that you
acting so unjustly to us C

into ridicule ; you
ing us up to the
without knowing
ligion is at all.

what the Catholic re- | twice a mon
That is the way Jesus nothing
¢ ted, and that is the way | jumb
you are treatit
Protestant
do become more just, more

honest and charitable to- :
Condemn him | Lord and Saviour has given to the Apost

wards yvour fellowmen. g
i e really and to their su¢

not without knowing that h
deserves to be cond
examine one side of t
give a fair hearing
I ask anything unreason
not fair and just?

You have read
against us ; now

selves Catholics books.

Procure yourselves (
which our doctrines
od and thoroughly de
commend to you the
¢ Protestantism
« points of Contro-
and the third book,
You can get

¢ following -
and Catholi- Apostles ?

His Apostles that He conferred upon
them in the Gospel of St. John, twen-
tieth chapter.  Now, did the Apostles
understand these words of Christ in
the same manner as we Catholies
understood them, in the nineteenth
century, and as they have been under-
stood for so many centuries?  Did they
really believe that they had the power
of forgiving sins? They did, and
they glorified in that power. St. Paul,
in his Epistle to the Corinthians, says:
“Tet a man so look upon us as the
ministers of Christ and the dispensers
of the mysteries of God, for we
are the ambassador of Christ.” Now,
what is an ambassador? An ambassa-
dor is one who is sent by one
power to another power to act
for the power that sent him. If,
for instance, the English Government
sends an ambassador to Washington,
that ambassador acts in the name of
the Eng
ever he does in Washington is con-
sidered as done by the English Gov-
ernment itself : his acts are the acts of
the English Government. “Now,”
says St. Paul, *‘weare the ambassa-
dors of Christ.” When did Christ con-
stitute them ambassadors? When Ile
said: ‘1 will give to you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatso-
ever you shall bind on earth shall be
bound in Heaven.” 1t was then that
Christ constituted His Apostles, and
their lawful succe
the priests and Bishops of the Church,

lish Government, and whatso-

rsin the ministry,

His ambassadors. Again, says St.
Paul in his second Epistle to the Cor

inthians: *We have the ministry of

reconciliation.” What does he mean
by that? Why, of course, he means
reconciling sinners to God. But how
can they do so? Only by forgiving
them their sins in the name of God.

The sinner only becomes reconciled to

God when his sins are forgiven.

8o, " says St. Paul, ‘‘ He has placed in
us the word of reconciliation, the power
of reconciling the sinner to God, by
forgiving him his sins.”  And, there-
fore, St. John the Apostle, in his first
ays: God
is faithful and just to forgive us our
sing, and to cleanse us from our in-

Epistle and first chapter,

iquities, if we confess them.”
Cp WE CONFESS THEM.

confe:

.0

chapter xix 13th ve

n

declaring their sins

of the Apostles.

sors in the ministry,

converted, and after he was converted and
having been haptized hy
| eeived into the Chureh, he was
Bishop of the Church, a
teenth chapter of the
Then &t. Panl was consecrated, 1
A A Rishop of the Charch. Theve
fore, =, Paul wa
Divine Saviour sai

CONSUMPTION,

& you see in the nine
Acts of the Apostles,
N its first sta

d to His Apostles: Cherry Pector:

shall forgive, they are forgiven them.” wonderfully relieved by th
st Panl did not receive trom
the power of forgiving sins
) ostles, when he was ord:
a Bishop of the Church,
consecerated Timothy and Titus, .
These, St. Paul consecrated  Bishops of the
Church, dud gave to them the power of for
nawe of God and by the
as he veceived it him
Y Now, I will mot gquote any more tests
from the Holy Reviptures, hec
occupy too much time,

with the best effect in oy
This wonderful preparation on
my life. 1 had aconstant coug
sweats, was greatly reduced in flesh,
and given an by Iny physician, One
s g bottl

ZIVing sins in the "
suthority of God, just

The doctors =aid 1T was in congam
1 \

WRITERS OF THE CHIU IHGIN
the very days of the
, and who received all

thoge who lived in
Apostles themselves
their Chiristianity from the
wote from their writings to show
\ liteen lindred years ag:
confession was preac
as it is preached now.
whom 1 will quote is 8
ent was a disciple of St. Peter,
and he was baptized and instructe
Peter in all the doctrines of the

He also was ordained by St. Peter a
Bishop of the Church of G l, and

Thoe first one from

freely, and my Hungs were 00n Tt tored
to a 'ln':\llh,\' condition. Since then 1 Bl"..\{\'l‘l I' FURNISHING COMPAN Y
St. Peter was the fivst Pope liave invi

y 4 ration.
and St. Clement was the »

Aver's Gherry Pectoral

Epistles, * that that name of
tten in the book of life," so tl
testifies that Clement 1

Epistle to the Cc
has taught that the faitl
fess their sins to the pri
therefore, any one of you has ¢
bis heart thoughts of infidelity,
jealousy, or any other
not be ashamed to con
of the Lord, that, by salutary counse
the word of Ged, lie may be heal
anguage of a disciple
Apostle, written eighteen
atholicity was in
In the same century
the Areopagite, who was
vert of St. Paul, and we re
sion in the Bible.

ithians : ** Blessed Peter
\ful are bound to con-
ests of the Lord. /
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W of his conver-

to Athens to preach the
converts to the faith,

and among those converts was a very eml-

i
Paul had instructed him he baptized him,

and - after more thoron

transferred from

Le became the first (
Well, Dionysins had in his dioces
There, St. John the Apostle makes
sion a condition. without which
no sin is forgiven. God is faithful and
just to cleanse us from our inquities,
“ to forgive us our sins T we con-
fess them.” Hence, we see, that in
the primitive days of Christianity the
Christians went to confession.  In
. of the Acts of
the Apostles, we vead : ** And many of
those who believed, came, confessing
and declaring their deeds.” The mul-
titude of the people—those who had
been received into the Church—they
came, says the Bible, ¢‘ confessing and
to the Bishops
and priests of God. They did the same
as Catholics do mow ; they came in
crowds to confession, as Catholics do
now on greatf estivals, such as Easter,
Christmas, etc., so says the Bible. Did
the primitive Christians not know the
Catholic doctrine? Were they ill in-
structed ?  They knew its doctrines
from the very lips of the Apostles, and
hence the Catholic religion is now as it
was in the primitive days—in the days

I

priest, having the mist
went fo Lis brother pri
confessed his sin in_order
tion 3 but, Demophalus, comparing

est Demophalus, and

of the priest with his sin, upbrai
reproached him,
thereby, driving

md refused ham ¢
the priest into des

us, who refused him

harshness of Demophal
And then it was that

absolution for his sin.

in which he said : * We have
keys of the kingdo
to pardon the repent
abused this power, and
repentant priest to de
bsolution of his sins.”
this_you see that,

i you have driven the

“not only the laity, but
d their sins, in order to
In the second century—
n hundred years ago

was a disciple o
and he (Polycarp) was
hn the Apostle. Y

¥

the clergy, confesse
obtain absolution.
namely, over seventee

confessed their sins,
ted with much difti
es in holiness, con-
but others renoun:
Why did they renounce
1s0 they had not the conrage
and they knew that the
unless they did con
as they had not the
andoned the faith,
tion of the Christiz

church and publicly
hut others were conver

And, St. James the Apostle says
to the priest of the Church:
« Confess your sins one to the
other, and l)l'.:l}' one for the other, that you
may be saved,” Here, you see, St. James

courage to do so, they
Such was the convic

In the same century

the apostles makes the confession of sins a
who has written a wl

condition of salvation also on the priest of the
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Church. In_the Catholic Church it is not
merely the laity that are hound to go to con-
fesston and tell their sins, but also the priest 1s
bound to do s0 . and so, also, must the Bishops
and the Cardinals : and even the I'ope him-
self is bound to go to confession, should he
have the misfortune to fall into sin, for he is
a man like the rest of us. Confession 18 a
divine law and must beobserved by all.  The
riest, however, does not wait to fall into sin

it book he enters into
ulars of the subject : how con-

le for it, and what a
positions we must have
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