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THE CATHOL

fosing him.
where, no mercy.

“ Nojustice, no merey 2" Mrs, Har-
rington repeated, wonderingly. * But
you said he was dying,
There is no injustice in death, and it is
often mereiful.”

i Yes, it is merciful, I used to think
that mother's death was the groatest
sorrow I could possibly know, but now I
am glad she is gone, glad she is away
from the horror of it all.”

Mrs. Harrington was leaning forward,
looking at her in bewilderment,

« Margaret, what is it 7 You said he
was about to die ?”

“ Yes," she answered, in a strange,
stifled voice, * in the morning. Every-
thing we did was in vain, Dixon La
Velle was sure he could save him. e
had some great hope. I don't kn W |
what it was, but it failed him, Ile has
given up.” j

« Then he gave up too soon ; it has
pot failed him.” The Governor came
forward out of the shadow, and they were
looking into each other's eyes. And as
they looked they knew that their love
was a death'ess thing ; that the years
and silence had no power over it. All
that had come between them, the things
that the girl could not understand that
the man understood, only too well, might
hold them apart, but it could not des-
troy their love. They had not willed it
g0 ; peace lay another way, but they
could not change while life lasted. What
did it matter that no words had ever
been spoken ? They knew ; they had
alwayvs known.

“ You mean that you can save him—
you__n

« I not only can, but will. 1 am going
to Dixon La Velle now, to-night, and you
need not fear, all will be well.,”

She held out her hands to him, tried
to thank him, but it was no use ; the
words would not come. She sank down
at his mother’s side to sob out in those
tender arms the bitterness that had
frozen about her heart in the long,
terrible hours.

And he left them so when he went out,
his best beloved together.—Anna Cecilia
Doyle, in Extension.
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THE FRENCH CLERGY AND THE
« SEPARATION ACT.”

"

y Rev. Dr. Richard Howle er

In this corner of France —a charming
retreat, hollowed out of the side of the
Eastern Pyrenees—1 claim to hold the
best possible position for feeling the
pulse and noting the bearing of the
French clergy in facing the new freedom
and the new difliculty created for them
by the Act of * Separation.”

I have been here for over six mo. ths
—the only English-speaking guest
among a body of French secular priests
over thirty in number. They are all
men of character, zeal, and ability, all
engaged, in various dioceses, in the
active work of the ministry. They are
here for a time, shorter or longer as
their condition of health may require.
They represent almost every depart-
ment and a great number of dioceses in
France. It is certain that what they
feel and say on this burning subject is
the feeling and opinion of the clergy of
France. I do not adopt or advocate
these views. Isimply state them.

The first feature notable in their
manner of treating the situation is the
dignity and gravity—the coolness, in
fact—they bring to bear upon its dis-
cussion. 1 find—to my surprise—that
there is set deep down in the French
charactdr a power of calm reflection for
which the world has given them little
credit.

These men, my courteous and amiable
confreres, waste no words on the theme
that occupies their whole mind. Care is
on their brow, caution on their tongue,
but no mark of fear or despondency.
T'hey indulge in no impotent invective,
no futile ridicule of their foemen in the
desperate fight that is impending. 1
will go so far as to say that astrong
sense of relief—a vigor unknown to
them while they wore the shackles of
State support—pervades their spirit;
they stretch the limbs of their soul and
rejoice to find them forceful and free,

Not one word is uttered here against
the Republic as such. Nay, the preva-
lent feeling is in its favor, as the only
form of government that France could
possibly construct upon the ruin of her
prosperity and glory through the war of

0,

The attitude of the French clergy
here convinces me that the Concordat
of 1801, though loyally accepted by the
French Church, was looked upon as a
mere instalment of restitution due to
her on acecount of the violence and ocon-
fiscations of the Revolution. It was
never really a favorite measure in the
minds of the nobler and more enlight-
ened members of the French clergy.
It was a dole, and a pitiful one. It was
accepted at the sacrifice of honor and
liberty, and it was utterly insufficient
as a wage for the services demanded of
the Church by the State.

However that may be, it is clear that
now (I speak the open confession of my
confreres) there is no regret among the
priests of France either over the sur-
cease of the Concordat or the loss of the
stipend that acoerued to them from that
unworthy compromise. They are to-
day poorer but better and nobler men.
They feel too, that the time is fast com-
ing, or has ‘come, when they will gain
in the eyes of the people they love all
or more, than they have lost from the
suppression of their Government ali-
mony. No longer the paid servants of

a protean State system, they own 8| donot hold them, therefore no one else

higher title to respect and support from
the people.

on the State. These they may well

hope to regain when thrown into the | thing and thinking another. :
arms of an always generous and still | come to a third conolusion, that since
But, whatever they | no one acts without motives, we must
may gain or lose by the new order of | have a motive in professing without

Catholic people.

things, they are resoived to face the
situation like men and adapt themselves
to it in a dignified Christian spirit.

Nothing could better confirm these
statements than the demeanor of those
amongst us—not a few for so limited a
company—who, priests as they are,
have served in the Army of the Re-
public. During the past winter we
have had one captain of infantry—now

ks 2o |
There is no justice any-| He fought through the war of 1870,/and

i the effects of which he still suffers. He
Margaret, [ is pooud, though not boastful, of his

| dashing fellow, was (under his soutane)

These they had lost | fore, that we disbelicve what we teach
through connexion with and dependence | and practise ; and in consequence, that

was wounded several times, once serious-
ly by a sabre cut over the head, from

warrior days spent in defending his
country. But there aré others who
were foreil 1y enlisted later on,and in
time of peace, not to serve France ex-
actly but the Republie. Their account
of their soldier days is a more con-
vineing proof of the good spirit enter-
tained by the clergy towards the form
of government adopted by France,

I never heard the slightest complaint
from any one of them against what must
Lave been to them, men of peace by in-
stinet and training, a great hardship and
rude trial.  One, a corporal, a fine, tall,

all the soldier still ; he approached you
always with the military salute, and
made you feel sure that he would prove
as brave and trusty a comrade in the
field as he was an exemplary and devout
priest out of it.  Yet he never spoke of
his barrack life unless hard pressed, as
he often was by me, L'Anglais,  Another f
was (uite a youth, a scholar, a musician,
a linguist. e has gone home to his
parents in Le Mans to die, I fear, While
here he, * The Professor,” as we called
him (and as he was in a large college at
Le Maas), had to go to Carcassonne—
the military hmnlqlmrh'rsuf this depart-
ment—hy order of the General and Staff
residing there. They * had him on their
list,” aud, in spite of the bad report of
his physician here in Amelie, he had to
run the gauntlet of the military medical
staff in the presence of the General.
They pronounced him (as his own doetor
here did) uufit for service at present,
but bound him to appear again when
called upon. Pitying the lot of this
scholarly young priest—one of the most
brilliant I ever met—I spoke severely of
the treatment accorded him in his deli-
cate state of health. He answered, *“ Oh!
that is nothing I am first of all a French-
man and a man of the people, the son of
poor villagers. 1 do not deny my ambi-
tion to pursue my studies, and, perhaps,
reach some little eminence in my career
as teacher. But, [ am ready to give my
heart's blood for France any day or hour
she may eall uponme. For France—her
liberties and her rights, whosoever may
be her rulers.”

These few instances—and I could add
to them, out of our small company, re-
presenting, however, the whole of cler-
ical France—will serve better than
many arguments to show that the
French clergy do not set themselves
against the Republic as such. That
love of country is as strong in them as
love of religion. Nay, that these form
but one and the same sentiment in their
heart. That the Republic is safe with
them as long as they are safe with the
Republic. That a free Church in a free
State is all—and the least—they con-
teud for. Being no longer servants of
the State, they are all the better
Frenchmen, servants of their country
aad people, whosoever may rule. This
is their idea of their position and their
duty in the present crisis of French
clerical story. They look out, but
without dismay, upon a prospect un-
known to their experience, unmapped
upon the chart of their Church history.
There has been no precedent whatever
to the state of things they are called
upon to grapple with. Nothing in tle
past, gave presage of what confronts
them in the present. A league of
Church and State for mutual support
and profit bound them together from
Charlemagne to Louis XVL. Another—
or the same league—modified by a
Concordat, bandaged up, but |did not
reset the fracture dealt by the terrible
blow of the Revolution. A Second
Empire eased the bond, seeking only
toallay inflammation. Now comes a new
period when the essential character of
this old wound is changed. What was
impending all along has come to pass.
The sore was incurable from the begin-
ning. Amputation—the absolute sever-
ance of Church from State—leaves the
old body social mutilate, but perhaps
with more concentrated vital vigour
from this removal of a painful and ex-
hausting bond.
But how does the Freuch clergy hope
to retain its existence, and even to
achieve a higher and better purpose
than before, under such novel and seem-
ingly impossible conditions? How
accommodate themselves to a freedom so
perilous and destitute of resource? This
is what 1 would deal with, if permitted,
in future correspondence.
———— R ————————

RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY.

Newman in one of his lectures gives
an illuminating exposition of the bigotry
of Protestants towards Catholicism.
They imagine, he points out, that educa-
tion, light and progrees will be the
certain destruotion of our system of
religion. They think * our creed is so
irrational that it will fall to pieces of
itself, when the sun of reason is directe'd
in upon the places which at present it is
enveloping.” At the same time, they
acknowledge that the Catholic priest-
hood, as a class, cannot be regarded as
ignorant ; on the contrary, they know
that much learning and much ability may
be found in the ranks of the Catholic
clergy. What, then, is their conclu-
sion? Newman states it thus:

They not only spurn our creed and
our worship themselves, but they are
(asthey think) in a condition to maintain
that we too in our hearts despise both
the one and the other as really as they.
Tuey will not believe that educated
men can sincerely accept either ; they

I

can hold them. They conclude, there-

we are hypocrites, as professing one
Next they

believing, and it must be a bad mu.livc;
for instance, gain or power; accordingly
we are, first, unbelievers ; secondly,
liars ; thirdly cheats and robbers. And
thus you have full-blown priest-craft ;
here you have Popery simply detected
and uncloaked ; and observe the course
of the argument ; Catholic priests are
infidels, are hypocrites, are rogues, why?

doctrine and worship is synonymous with
reason.

un  observation or two.

simply, because Protestants think Cath-

form.

They think that this spontaneous ‘I
eeling (it is nothing more) against our | 3
What is the source of this 1 t
The answer is made clear by |«
0 There are
ypinions and beliefs which do not de- |
wnd on previous grounds, that is, |

opiuions that are held without proof as
self-evident.
ciples, and every argument presupposes
them,

We call them first prin-

Now, these principles fall into
two categories. In the one we have the
principles which are common to the
great mass of mankind, and are there-
fore true, as having been imprinted on
the human mind by its Maker. Such
are the great truths of the moral iaw, \
the duties for instance, of justice, truth
and temperance. In the other category ]
are the principles which are peculiar to |
individuals and which are in econse-

the opinion that there is no difference |
between virtue and vice. This set of |
principles does not essentially differ
from principles which are common to
extended localities, but are not univer-
sal. Men catch them from each other,
by education, by daily intercourse, by
reading the same books, or by being
members of the same political commun-
ity. Hence nations have very frequent-
ly one and the same set of first prin-
ciples of this secondary sort—principles
that are not necessarily true and are in
fact erroneous for the most part. Thus,
for instance, it was the opinion of the
ancient pagan Romans, that everyone
should follow the religion of his own
country, and this was the reason why
they persecuted the first Christians.

There are indeed many principles of
this sort. The celebrated Roman
patriot Cato stabbed himself rather
than fall into the hands of Ceasar. In
like manner Saul fell on his sword when
defeated in battle. A first principle
was at the bottom of their conduct,
namely that there is no evil so great in
the whole universe, visible and invisible
in time and eternity, as humiliation.
Take, again, our belief in the miracles
wrought by the relics and the prayers
of the saints. The Protestant laughs
at the very idea of miracles or super-
natural acts as occurring at this day.
Why ? Because of his first principle :
there are no miracles since the Apostles.

Now, first principles ot this kind
characterize a man. They are the
conditions of his mental life. They
are hidden for the very reason they
are so sovereign and so engrossing.
Bigotry consists, not in holding such
principles as true, but in the infliction
of our own unproved first principles on
others, and treating others with scorn
or hatred for not accepting them. And
that is precisely what the religious |
bigot does. Itis by such assumptions
that ultra-Protestants come to their
foolish conclusions concerning the
roguery and superstition of the Catholic
Church. But let us quote Newman ex-
actly :

“ Catholicism has its first principles,
overthrow them, if you ecan; endure
them if you cannot. It is not enough
to call them effete because they are
old or antiquated bec:.use they are
ancient. It is not enough to look into
our churches and cry, * It is all a form,
because divine favor cannot depend on
external observances’ ; or, *It is all a
bondage, because there is no such thing
as sin;' or ‘a blasphemy because the
Supreme Being cannot be present in
ceremonies;’ or, ‘a mummery because
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THE FAMOUS LEXICOGRAPHER WAS NOT-

quence of no authority ; as for instance, |
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wive at least lasted eighteen hundred
let yours live as many months,
I'hat man can sin, that he has 1lutin-h,|
hat the Divine Being hears prayer, that
visible
rdinances, that He is really present in
the midst of them, these principles have
been the life of nations; they have
shown they could be carried out; let
any single nation carry ont yours, and
you will have better claim to speak con-
temptuously of Catholic rites, of Cath-

———————

BICENTENARY OF JOHNSON.

ABLY SYMPATHETIC
CATHOLIC CHURCIH.
The bicentenary of the birth of the
famous lexicographer and man of letters,
Dr. Samuel Johnson, is to be commemon-

T0WARDS THE

ated in September by appropriate cele-
brations in his native town, Lichfield,
Staffordshire. In Irish papers it has
been suggested that Catholic Ireland
should be represented on the occasion in
view of the great doctor's friendly sen-
timents towards the Irish people and his
sympathy with them in the oppression to
which they were subjected through the
anti-Catholic Penal Laws, which were in
full operation in his time. Speaking of
those laws, he said: “'T'he Irish are ina
most unnatural state, for we see there

the minority (Protestant) prevailing over marks that :
the majority,” adding that “there is no | tion may be confirmed by many an
instance, even in the Ten Persecutions (of | @minent instances, some of which wil

the early Christians) of such severity as | ¢
that which the Protestants of Ireland
have exercised against the Catholies.”

We are told also by an Irish Protest-
ant clergyman, the Rev. Mr. Maxwell,
a close friend of the doctor, quoted in
Boswell's immortal “Life,” that: “He
(Johnson) had great compassion for the
miseries and distresses of the Irish
nation, particularly the Catholies, and
severely reprobated the barbarous, debil-

mode of persecution.”” His remark to

mentary union between England and

Ireland, which was even then talked of, Where did you get it ?"

indicated the same line of thought. Do

pot make a union with us, sir,” he said, didn't like the question, so he answered: | ,,re vital,

“we should unite with you only to rob

you"—a prophecy which Irish history you preach a berry good sermon, do I
since the union, aceomplished not many | eber ask you where you got it from ?"'—
years after those words were uttered, | An Exchange.

abundantly verifies.

Johnson was also very respectful, even
sympathetic, in his sentiments and ex-
pressions regarding the Catholic Church
and its doctrines, as may be seen from
the following dialogue recorded by his
biographer and companion, Boswell, in
his great work: Boswell—"“What do
you think, sir, of purgatory, as believed
in by the Roman Catholies?”’ Johnson—
“Why, sir, it is a very harmless doctrine.
They are of the opinion that the gener-
ality of mankind are neither so obstinate-
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which, coming from Johnson, the fur
ther remark may be made that it migh
not have been a difficult task to make
a good Catholie of a great doctor.

parish was giving a dinuer, to which the

itating poliey of the British government, colored minister was invited. The
which he said, was the most detestable | reverend gentleman evidently was de-
lighted with the goose served, and re- | Kpight A. Flaherty, of the Kuights of
another Irish friend about the Parlia- marked :

use of the hyphen to the children.
cage ?" she asked.

was told to give his answer,

1. W. Weatervelt, ]. W. Westervelt, Jr., C.A.,
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“The truth of the reflec- It was said of a certain village * in-
pocent” or fool in Scotland that if he
aere offered a silver sixpence and a
copper penuny he would invariably
ehoose the larger coin of smaller value.
One day a stranger asked him :
“ Why do you always take the penny?
Don’t you know the difference in value?”
“Aye,” answered the fool, *1 ken the
difference in value. But il I took the
sixpence they would never try me

again,”

eeur to most readers,” as to all o
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WIT AND HUMOR,

SEEKING THE SOURCE,
One of .the congregation of a Texas £ el
An Engine for Good or Il
Writing to America, Supreme

| Columbus, says:

“There is no work that I propose to
~ myself during wmy administration s
Now for some reason or other the host supreme knight of our order that is
- more pressingly important
When | than a general awakening among our
people to the value of the product of
the printing press, in both periodica’
and book form. What an engine it is

i A for good or ill; and how little we have
A school teacher was explaining the | yqadiv for the former, while so many

“PDat am a berry fine goose, sar!

“¢ Deed, sar, dat ain't fair.

s oL others have been diligent in its exploit-
Why do we put a hyphen in ‘bird- | 4tion of the latter ! How happy I shall
: " be to have a part in brinzing about an
One small boy raised his hand. He}jnh00vement in this condition.”

“1t's for the bird to set on,” he said.
— There's much injustice and unfairness
“ Here ! shouted the railway official, | on every side, but tnere will be some-

“ what do you mean by throwing those | what less it you stick to justice and
trunks about like that ?”

fairness.—Leigh Mitchell Hodges.

ly wicked as todeservejeverlasting pun-
ishment, nor so good as to merit being ad-
mitted into the society of blessed spirits,
and therefore that God is graciously
pleased to allow of a midile state
where they may be purified by certain
degrees of suffering. You see, sir, the
is nothing unreasonable in this.,” Bos-
well—"But then,| sir, their Masses for
the dead?”” Johnson—“Why, sir, if it
be once established that there are souls
in purgatory, it is as proper to pray for
them as for our brethern of mankind
who are yet in this life.” Boswell—
“The idolatry of the Mass?” Jonhson—

prayer cannot move Him;' or ‘a
tyranny, because vows are unnatural :’
or, * hypoerisy, because no rational man
can credit all’ I say here is endless
assumption, unmitigated hypothesis,
reckless assertion; prove your ‘be-
cause,’ ‘because,’ ‘because ;' prove your
first principles, and if you cannot, learn
philosophic moderation. Why way not
my first principles contest theprize with
yours? They have been longer in the
world ; they have lasted longer, they
have done harder work, they have seen
rougher service. You sit in your ea'y
chairs, you dogmatize in your lecture-
rooms, you wield your pens : it all looks
well on paper : you write exceedingly
well : there never was an age in which
there was better writing ; logical, ner-
vous, eloquent and pure—go and carry
it all out into the world. Take your
first principles, of which you are so
proud, into the crowded streets of our
cities, into the formidable classes which
make up the bulk of our population;
try to work society by them. You think
you can; I say you cannot—at least you
have not as yet ; it is yet tobe seen if
you can. ‘ Let not him that putteth on
his armour boast as he who taketh it
off’ Do not take it for granted that
that is certain which is waiting the
test of reason and experiment. Be
modest until you are victorious. My
principles, which I believe to be eternal

“There is no idolatory in the Mass.
They believe God to be there and they
adore Him.” Boswell—*“The worship of
saints?”’ Johnson—*“Sir, “they do not
worship saints ; they invoke them ;
they ask their prayers.” Boswell—
“Confession?”’ Johnson—*Why, I don't
know but that is a good thing. The
Scripture says, ‘Confess your faults one
to another,” and the priests confess as
well as the laity. Then it must be con-
sidered that their absolution isonly up-
on repentance and often upon penance
also. (You Protestants) think your sins
may be forgiven without penance and
upon repentance alone.”

On this dialogue, Boswell goes on to
observe: *I thus ventured to mention
all the common objections against the
Roman Catholic Church, that I might
hear so great a man upon them. What
he said is here accurately recorded.”
Boswell also recorded some interesting
views by Johnson on “conversions” in
religion. “A man,” said he, “who is
converted from Protestantism to Popery
may be sincere; he parts with noth-
ing ;he is only snperadding to what he
already had. But a convert from Popery
to Protestantism gives up so much
of what he has held as sacred as any-
thing that he retaios; there is so much
laceration of mind in such conversion
that it can hardly be sincere and last-
ing,” to wtich Boswell appends the re-
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ilmv i collar and cuff edges and the button holes,
rr———— Clasely

You'll find them aM badly frayed, ripped,
~ . thinned, worn out more than from three
PR 1o s kwashl K724 months' hard, steady use
_ ..'i Half the life of the garment gone—eaten

) e s N, AR 0k
.. up by the Washboard

shirt cost a dollar, say—washboard takes
50 cents of wear out of it~ you get what's
left

Why don't you cut out the Washboard ?

Use a * 1goo Gravity” instead, It drives the
water through the clothes like a force
pump. It takes out all the stains, in half the

e. without wearing a single thread, or

racking a button

No rubbing, scrubbing, wearing, nor tears
ng the clothes against a hard metal Wash-
board, That costs twice as much for hard
work, and wears out twice as many clothes
in a year.

Try the “1go0 Gravity" for four w 1shings !

Won't cost you a cent to try it, either, You
y"and I'll

send it to any reliable person without a cent

vrite to me for a “1g9o0 G

I'll take it back then, if you think you can get
both ways out of my own pocket

How could I make a cent out of that deal if

clothes in half 1he time with half the wear and

that you can be using it in a week or ten days.

are made for these districts,

beverage it is perfect. Comforting

of deposit, or a cent of risk on their part.
I'll pay the freight, too, so that you may
test my offer entirely at my expense. Use it
a month, free of charge.
If you like it then you may keep it.
1f you don't like it, send it back to me, at my expense
If you keep it you pay forjit out of the work and the wear it saves you—at say 50
cents a week., Remember, it washes clothes in half the time they can be washed by hand, and it
does this by simply driving soapy water swiftly through their threads.
It works like a spinning top and it runs as easy as a sewing machine
Even a child ten years old can wash with it as easily as a strong woman. You may prove
this for yourself and at my expense
I'll send the *'1900 Gravity” free for a month anywhere so you can prove it without isking
1 penny.

Write to me to-day for particulars, If you say so, I'll send on the machine for a month, so

More than 200,000 people are now using our 1900 Gravity” Washers. Write to-day to me,
personally, C. R. X. Bach, Manager The “1900" Washer Co,, 357 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ont

The above offer is not good in Toronto or Montreal, and suburbs— special arrangements

along without it. And I'll pay the freight

the “1gco Gravity" wouldn't actually wash
do ALL that I say it will?
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