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On the Pi of the Press.
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1 bouse.

URING the whole of my life, 
I since I bave_been able to 
read, I have been aT follower 

1 of Catholic journalism — in 
the sense that I hare always 
Catholic newspaper in the 

house. My father was never with­
out his Catholic paper, and as far 
hack as I can remember the “True 
Witness" has been a weekly visitant 
in 01ir home. Apart from what ele­
mentary instruction I received in re­
ligion at catechism and tne more ex­
tended instruction obtained in col­
lege I can say that all I know 

'bout the Church., its history, dis­
cipline, and the manner in which it 
bas ever propagated the faith,-1 have 
gleaned from the reading of the 
Catholic newspapers that came to 
jne, in one way or another. I can 
recall the pleasure with which I read 
the Holy Father's pronouncements 
upon the great work of the Apostol- 
ate of the press, and how, in my 
0wn mind, I compared the work be­
ing done by our missionaries in every 
^d, with that done by the press 
as their auxiliary and support. And 
I cannot but say that I have fre­
quently grieved, and felt astonished, 
when, in my rounds of observation,
I met with those of Our own faith 
who put no trust in our press, who 
prefer the uncertain and generally 
erring information that they obtain 
from the secular papers, who decline 
to help, or in any way, encourage 
0ur newspapers, and who are eter­
nally crying out that, they are un­
represented, unheard, unheeded.

A MISSIONARY ORGAN. — All 
I these thoughts came back to me, I when the other day I received a pa- 
I per—a Catholic newspaper—from the 
I very confines of civilization. The 
I title of the paper is “The Yukon 
I Catholic’’—its motto “Fro Deo et 
I Patria”—its purpose, “the -interests 
I of the Catholic Church in the 
I North.” It is printed at Dawson 
I City, N.T., and published monthly. 
I The director is Rev. Father EX M. 
I Bunoz, O.M.I.—one of that splendid I band of Oblate missionaries, who, in 
I the footprints of the Grondins, Ta- 
! ches and Lacombes, carried the rays 
I of civilization and Christianity into I the vast Northwest, beyond the 
I Rockies, and up to the boreal re- 
I gions of the Arctic. The editor is Mr. 
I Geo. K. McCord. It is a sixteen 
] page paper, full ’of splendidly select- 
I ed and ably written articles on every 
I Catholic subject of moment, and re- 
I plete with the latest Catholic infor- 
I mation from all over the world.

A CONTRAST.—But when I looke^i 
I at the terms of subscription I was 
I astonished. One year, $5; six 
I months, $3; single copy, 50 cents. 
I Just imagine that statement. Here 
I we have a gjroup of Catholics, away 
I off in the mining districts of the 
I frozen Yukon, who are so devoted to 
I their faith, so sincere in their appre- 
! dation of all missionary work, so 
I convinced of the importance of the I Catholic press, that they support a 
I paper that is not only in prosperity, 
I but even in a very flourishing condi­

tion. They pay flve dollars per year 
subscription, and buy copies at fifty 
cents each, and they accept adver­
tising rates that are proportionate 
to the foregoing figures. What am 
I to conclude from this? Simply that 
the Catholics of the Yukon, many 
of whom must be miners and labor­
ers, have- been seized with the true 
spirit of faith and have learned the 
value and necessity of a press' of 
their own. But what is not my won­
der when I turn to our older civiliz­
ation, our Eastern land of modern 
improvements, our more densely 
populated centres, and. I find that 
we Catholics grumble to pay the 
one-fifth of that sum as subscription 
for a thoroughly Catholic organ? It 
is almost beyond credulity. If they 
need a Catholic paper so much on 
the Yukon, we need one a hundred 
times more on the St; Lawrence; if 
they, in their scattered settlements 
and camps, require and thirst for 
genuine .Catholic information, we 
should have fifty times as great a 
desire and need for the most authen­
tic and authoritative Church news ; 
if they have their rights to contend 
for and their interests to assert, in 
a land where there is so little of po­
litical, municipal and social issues 
to be considered, wd, in a great cen­
tre, where we have to constantly con­
tend and struggle, so many import­
ant interests at stake, and so great 
a part to play in the affairs oi the 
community, should be twenty times 
more solicitous and more desirous to 
support every power that wields an 
influence and that, in turn, sustains 
our cause. Yet, strange to say, the 
very contrary seems to be the order 
of things.

CONCLUSIONS.—I can come to 
but one of two conclusions, in pre­
sence of these facts; either that we 
are so bent upon certain pursuits in 
life that we fail to avail ourselves 
of all the advantages that would cer­
tainly flow to us from the proper 
support and encouragement of our 
press, or else we are in a state of 
dangerous indifference regarding our 
claims to recognition, our rights as 
citizens, and our privileges as mem­
bers of a mixed community. Be the 
cause what' it may, we certainly are 
far and away behind the Catholics 
of the Yukon, in all that concerns 
our support of the Catholic press. 
And it is just as well to frankly ad­
mit our lacking in that regard, for 
unless we acknowledge the same we 
are not at all likely to awaken to 
the necessity of changing our tactics 
and of becoming both more patriotic 
and more practically Cathplic. It is 
to be hoped that when the “Yukon 
Catholic” shall have succeeded in 
establishing itself as a recognized 
power for good in the vast and new 
regions of the North, and the story 
will be told of all that it has done 
for the missionary and his Catholic 
flock, there will be some kind of a- 
wakening amongst our people of the 
East, and that shame, if not any 
higher motive, will induce them to 
look upon their Catholic organs as 
a paramount necessity and to treat 
and support and encourage them ac­
cordingly.
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because they believe he would have 
had to modify his praise with the 
statement that the service must de­
teriorate, unless those who supply 
the hospitals with their needs should 
agree to do so for tne sake of char­
ity. Food and hospital supplies and 
at cost price would under the pre­
vailing rates of interest on endow­
ments and the occasional necessary 
encroachment on the capital make 
bills hard to honor.

Perhaps the most remarkable fea­
ture of the financial embarrassment 
of the hospitals Is the fact that 
those who benefit most by them in a 
financial way do not tontribute to 
their support. The insurance com­
panies, which ace saved vast sums, 
because the hospitals turn out liv­
ing men, whose families would have 
realized on their policies if it had 

it been for the hospitals, have 
to understand or unwill-
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recognized in the courts when they 
have been sued.

The New York hospitals find that, 
they are confronted with an alarm­
ing financial situation. They do not 
know where to ldok, unless the busi­
ness sense of the big corporations 
and the charity of those who have 
shown that they are eager and anx­
ious to give of their wealth come to 
their aid.

Indicative of the situation is an 
appeal sent out by George Maccul- 
loch Miller, President of the Satur­
day and Sunday Association, which 
has been making appeals to the con­
gregations of the synagogues and 
churches of the city. In behalf of 
the forty institutions of the Asso­
ciated Hospitals, Mr. Miller says:

The necessity for more generous 
support of our hospitals is becoming 
daily more apparent. The plain 
truth is. that all, without excep­
tion, are facing a financial crisis, 
aggravated not a little by the re­
cent high price of coal. To-oay not 
one* is self-sustaining, and, to avoid 
perious arrears, all are forced to cur­
tail their free work. Surely this is 
not a desirable state of things, nor 
one to be expected in a community 
so alive to all good works, and, 
particularly in a period of almost 
unexampled prosperity. Prompt and 
generous contributions are, there­
fore, not only greatly needed, but 
earnestly solicited; and all gifts will 
be divided among the forty associ­
ated hospitals on a basis of free 
work* Kindly send check to our 
General Treasurer, Charles Lanier, 
17 Nassau street.

Frederick F. Cook, General Agent 
of the Hospital Saturday and Sun­
day Association, when seen recently, 
described the situation as really de­
sperate. He has been the General 
Agent of the Associated Hospitals 
for many years, and is positive that 
in a financial way the institutions 
are more pinched than they were 
twenty years, or even ten years ago, 
because they are vastly superior in 
doing what is now deemed necessary 
in the proper conduct of the hospi­
tals. Speaking of the Impoverish­
ment of the institutions, Mr. Cook

‘Corporate wealth has heretofore 
held itself amply defended by its im­
personality and implied trusteeship 
against all appeals for charity, and 
this in the face of the fact that the 
surface railways, causing accidents 
to keep our ambulances steadily on 
the move, and the life insurance 
companies and other corporations, 
are benefited almost beyond compu­
tation, not only by the ambulance 
service, but by the general hospital 
service, saving and prolonging life.

“Not one dollar has in any’ corpor­
ate capacity come to any Institution 
within my knowledge. Then there is 
another thing. While every private 
or partnership banking house nives 
to the General Hospital ETind from 
$250 to $1,000, not a single Na­
tional bank gives eiore than $100, 
and this, as a rule, is a personal 
gift of the President.

“With these facts in mind, at the 
last meeting of the association the 
following committee was appointed 
to solicit subscriptions from corpor­
ations: R. J. Cross, Charles Lanier, 
Jacob H. Schiff, James Speyer, and 
August Belmont. The committee 
sent out appeals to many corpora­
tions, the members personally sign­
ing os a guarantee of the worthiness 
of the appeal. Their appeal was 
sent some weeks ago, with the re­
sult that the President of one life 
insurance company answered, expres­
sing a desire to take the matter of 
appropriation into serious consider­
ation. The situation is pitiable, and 
unless substantial support comes to 
our hospitals there is sure to be a 
deterioration in their work, and I 
do not believe that this community 
is prepared to face so undesirable a 
necessity.

“Twenty years ago nearly every 
hospital in New York was in a beV 
ter position to meet expenses than 
it is to-day. Many had large in­
comes from endowments ana rents, 
while others received large sums 
from the City Treasury. Incomes 
from investments have decreased 
year by year because of the lessened 
interest, even of valuable securities, 
u.nd the revenue from the city has 
been rigorously pruned. In addition 
to this, funds have necessarily been 
Invaded for rebuilding and repairs 
which could not be avoided. The 
general support is not what it used 
to be, and the expenses as compared 
with twenty years ago have nearly 
doubled.

“When this association was organ­
ized, in 1879, three of its charter 
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ceesary to ask, through its Presi­
dent, Cornelius N. Bliss, for help 
from the association. This is done 
reluctantly, as the New York Hos- 
potal, always a rich institution, dis­
liked to ask for aid to make both 
ends meet.

“There are several causes for the 
poverty of the supposedly rich hos­
pitals, the primary one being the 
increased cost of living; This affects 
the hospital, of course, as if does 
the household. Twenty years ago 
there were no trained nurses. To­
day their cost ranks second in the 
expenses of a modern hospital. It 
costs a great deal to train a nurse 
and, with her learning acquired, she 
must be paid more for her skill. 
Then, too, the service Is so much 
more diversified and exacting that 
two nurses are required where one 
was thought sufficient in the past.

“When there are so many men of 
wealth who are ready to give large­
ly to educational institutions and 
libraries and the other helps to the 
community it is too bad that mort- 
attention is not given to the hospi­
tals. It would be well if it were 
realized by our philanthropists that 
those who benefit most through the 
training of the nurses are the rich 
themselves. There seems to be am­
ong them an unfortunate notion 
that they have done their duty when 
they pay for their nursing bills.

“With the discovery of the microbe 
(or its invention) the bacillus and 
the deadly germs of many kinds, the 
X ray, and what not, bacteriologists 
and analysts have become necessary 
to the hospitals. Immense steriliz­
ing machinery has had to be intro­
duced, while surgeons with reputa­
tions to lose use only the best in­
struments, ,and exact the. most per­
fect conditions for operations, so 
that cleanliness has become some­
thing like a passion as well as a 
virtue. All this costs far more than 
imagined. The expenses of the am­
bulance service are far above what 
they were, and there are the many 
additional expenses dictated by the 
necessities of enlightened practice.

“The hospitals arc desperately 
poor. The men of wealth and the 
great corporations benefited do not 
feel under obligation. Of course, 
there are notable instances where 
men of large means have expended 
their millions, thereby Intensifying 
the critical situation by adding 
othé'rs to the endowed institutions, 
calling for the support of the gener­
al public.

“The general collection will bare­
ly reach the $80,000 of last year un­
less those who can will help. Some 
of th^'hospitals have been forced to 
close wards because there was not 
the money to support them. Others, 
to keep the free wards open, have 
had to increase the number of pri­
vate rooms because they pay. The 
fact remains that there must be 
large and generous help at once or 
our hospitals, which Dr. Lorenz 
praised abroad and. has set up as 
examples, must deteriorate."— New 
York Times.

Aitiaobile Service 
Id France.

On June 1 next train service by 
means of automobiles will be opened 
between Lyons and Paris. rHie first 
train, composed of three “automo­
bile carriages," is expected to carry 
120 passengers the distance between 
the two cities in three hour® at n 
speed of 100 kilometers an hour.

The enterprise has been undertaken 
by Gardner & Serpollet, who have 
already won long-distance automo­
bile races in France, and who $re 
now manufacturing the special auto­
mobiles and rolling stock fqr the 
project. TTOie new carriage !s 17 me­
ters long, of which 2.6 meters arc 
occupied by the traction apparatus, 
while it ia estimated that the re­
mainder will comfortably accommo­
date forty passengers and the 1,200 
kilograms of kaggtige allowed them, 
besides a lavatory and a buffet for 
refreshments.

The advantages claimed by the 
makers of the carriage arc that by 
the substitution of the? automobile 
for the locomotive a weight Of HO 
tons is at once done away with, 
which, should the expert ment suc­
ceed. will permit the roads to be 
built much lighter than they now 
are, with a corresponding decrease 
in the cost of construction and tne 
certainty* of greater endurance. The 
cost of the locomotive is also done 
away with, the expense of an "auto­
mobile carriage" being a little Jess 
than that of » vestibule, car Then 
the new carriages will abolish the 
smoke, steam, nolee, vibration, and 
the jolta necessary to the stopping 
or the starting of a train dripKp by 
a locomotive. They will bf shaped 
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Devotloi il Nids
Id Fruce.

A French paper hit on the happy 
thought of asking its readers for 
personal recollections of beautiful 
and touching actions currently per­
formed by Catholic Sijfters. The re­
collections are printed in the paper 
day by day, to bo afterward collect­
ed into a book, which will be pre­
sented to President Loubet.

In 1881, during the bombardment 
of Alexandria, the Arabs set fire to 
the houses of European residents in 
various parts of the city. Coming 
to the French Hospital they started 
by knocking on the doors with the 
huit end of their guns. Their avowed 
intention was to force an entrance, 
plunder the house and then destroy 
it. Suddenly the door opened wide, 
and before the astonished Incendiar­
ies stood a bevy of nuns, headed by 
the superioress.

She addressed herself to the mad­
men thus:

“What do you want, my children? 
'Phis is God’s house. Are you hun­
gry? We have broad for you. Are 
you thirsty? Our jars are brimful 
with heaven’s dew. Have you sick 
or wounded comrades in need of 
care? Our beds are ready to receive

All this was spoken in the purest 
idiom of the children of Ishumel. In 
the presence of the courage and no­
bility of soul of St. Vincent's daugh­
ters the wolves became meek ns 
lambs. With one common accord 
they changed their minds, saluted 
the* white cornets with due respect 
and walked off, shouting “Allah Ke­
rim! God is great! " Sister Pere- 
mond, then 75 years of age, had 
saved the home of charity. In Aug­
ust, 1887, she received from the 
hands of Count D’Aubigny, French 
Consul at, Cairo, the cross of the 
Legion of Honor. ,

Another: While the Paris Charity 
Bazar was blazing some live years 
ago a young Sister stood erect a ml 
calm near the chair whereon stepped, 
one after another of the persons who 
escaped from the doomed building 
through an opening giving access to 
the Palace Hotel. She steadied the 
chair with out* hand and with the 
other assisted every one to escape 
from the flames. When none were 
left to save she took her turn, got 
out half dead, frightfully burned and 
disfigured for life. Later on she 
was asked:

“What did you think of at that 
time? Did you think of God and of 
heaven where you were on the point 
of entering a martyr of charity?"

“Not at all,” said she. “1 thought 
only how it burns and how 1 suffer. 
But a Sister of Charity, you know, 
must stay at her post and save all 
the others before she may think of

v'j’hat was,” says the chronicler, 
“perhaps more the word of a sol­
dier than that of a Sister; but it 
makes no difference, for the army of 
Sisters will bear comparison with 
any army, li is a supernatural 
army, commanded by Christ.”

And still another: A young ~lady of 
a well-to-do family was stricken 
with a cancer of the face. Her par­
ents secured a Sister to help them 
in caring for the poor unfortunate 
girl. It would be impossible to give 
an idea of the solicitude with which 
the devoted religious nursed her pa­
tient; but in spite of all the care 
the malady kept growing, and it 
soon spread -oyer the whole face. Af­
ter months of suffering the agony of 
death mercifully set in—a terible ag­
ony, if ever there was one. The en­
tire family was present, bending over 
the bed of the dying martyr. She 
wuc fully conscious and felt death 
coining slowly but surely. A crisis 
more violent than any preceding one 
was followed by a few moments of 
relative calm—the calm that usually 
heralds death. Slowly she raised 
her sunken, glassy eyes to Che as­
sistants, her lips quivered an in­
stant, and then with a supreme ef­
fort she asked to be kissed once 
morer before leaving this earth. Her 
relatives looked at one another in 
bewilderment; none dare approach, 
not one had the courage to grant 
the dying request. Then the Sister 
unaffectedly bent over and devoutly 
pressed her lips on the cannert-d, 
foul-smelling face. She, a stranger, 
gave the longed-for parting kiss. The 
euQprev breathed her last a few min­
utes later, her disfigured features 
transformed by the light of a heav­
enly joy.

And still another: In the hospital 
of a city in the South of France Sis­
ter Martha nursed a depraved wo­
man who had been qperated on for 
a cancerous tumor. The wound need- 
*d - ----------------------- ------------

she grumbled and scolded. One day 
a fanciful thought goj, into her 
wicked head, and she at once ex­
pressed it to her nurse.

“You do not understand anything 
about dressing wounds,” said she. 
“I would feel a great deal better if 
a dog licked the afflicted spot.” At 
once the poor Sister, who had no 
dog, passed her tongue several times 
across the hideous purulent wound. 
That was too much for the patient. 
She burst Into tears and begged 
forgiveness for all her past brutal­
ity. E'rom that day on she never 
complained any more.

The poor woman died a few days 
later, with good Sister Martha near 
her, for she would have no Other.

The Free * "
Qaestieo.

g, and that oper- 
very painful.

(By a Regular Contributor.)

Still the constant hammering upon 
the anvil goes on; the other day it 
Was stated, in one of our leading 
dailies, that friends of education 
should take advantage of the com­
ing session of the Quebec Legislature 
to have a measure introduced “ to 
remove the petty toll-gate from the 
entrance to our schools.” And the- 
state of our educational system is 
compared to the toll system on our 
country roads. Any one who will! 
take the trouble to read our columns 
for several years back, cannot fail t<> 
come to the conclusion that we have 
been the constant advocate of edu­
cational advancement, and we are 
not, in any way opposed to the am­
elioration of every condition that 
exists to-day—ns long as it can bo 
shown that amelioration is needed. 
But we are strongly of the opinion 
that this continued decrying of our 
educational system is not only un­
justifiable, but even highly injurious. 
Wlmt is the stranger to think of. 
our province, and its educational in­
stitutions and advantages, when oui 
own country’s organs are perpetual­
ly holding them up to the censure 
and ridicule of the world? B’s|>ocinl- 
ly, may wo ask this question, in face- 
of the fact that no other section of 
this continent, proportionately to 
population, has anything equal to 
our splendid galaxy of institutions, 
and no section of this Dominion has 
ovef produced, in educated men, more 
evidences of advancement and effi­
ciency, than has the Province of 
Quebec.

We admit that nil these protesta­
tions have reference especially to 
Protestant schools; but our province 
being Catholic, a vast majority, it 
is naturally supposed that the Cath­
olic system is the one that comes in 
for all the censure. When no distinc­
tion is mode we have to submit to 
an undeserved Imputation, simply 
because some of our fellow-citizens 
are dissatisfied with the condition of 
affairs amongst the non-Catholic ele­
ment, as far as education is con­
cerned. We repeat, that which we 
stated some time ago, that we do 
not wish to interfere in what con­
cerns others; but we would have it 
understood that no system of free 
education could be more free than 
that which obtains amongst our 
people. If a child's parents have 
not the means to pay for his tuition, 
ho has but to go to any of our 
schools or academies, and he, like so 
many hundreds of others, will be re­
ceived with open arms and will be 
educated, free of charge, just as are 
those who have the means to pay. 
Go to any of the school^ that are 
taught by the Christian Brothers, for 
example, and you Will be astonished 
at the number of pupila.whose names 
are on the free list. We do. not pur­
pose entering into a controversy on- 
the subject, but we emphatically 
wish to state that our system, as 
far as our.schools are concerned,, 
knows no barrier and no toll-ge,te. 
Others may not have the same to- 
say of their schools; but that is no 
fault of ours. All we desire is to 
place on record the fact that we en­
joy the advantages of a splendid 
system, and if there be any* defects 
they arc such as can be remedied by 
merely calling attention to them, 
and without the necessity of any in­
tervention on the part of the Legis­
lature.

Deithif Father Limbert, C. SS. R
—

The death of the Rev. Father Lam­
bert, C.SS.R.. at the ago. of 82 
years, is announced. Deceased was 
a native of Wexford, and waa r 
dained at Maynooth In 1848. Af 
serving on the secular 
Wexford he Joined 
Order in 187"
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