
E have thus made ourselves acquainted with the beautiful 
-flowers self-constructed by the molecules of water in 

Do the molecules show this architectural power 
when ordinary wa r is frozen ? What, for example is- the struc­
ture of the ice ver which we skate m winter ? Quite as 
wonderful * the flowers of the snow. The observation is rare, if

in water slowly freezing six-rayed îce- 
the surface. A six-rayed star 

our lake ice. It is

w snow 
calm cold air.

not new, but I have seen 
stars formed, and floating free 
moreover, is typical of the construction ot all 
built up of such forms wonderfully interlace .

Take a slab of lake ice and place it in the path ot 
trated sunbeam. Watch the track of the beam through the ice 
Part of the beam is .topped, part of ,t^o=s whatever

HqSibctioo is -ot uniformly diffused. 
fL spot, of rs£

on

a concen-

sparkle forth. Every one
ÏSir.f.'îS ol.be that tmlr .he light fan 
properly upon these flowers you cannot see them. But what. is 
the central spot ? A vacuum. Ice swims onwater becausc,bulk 
for bulk it is lighter than water; so that when ice ib melted it 
shrink in size. Can the liquid flowers occupy ^ who
space of the ice melted? Plainly no. A httie ^y space ^ 
formed with the flowers, and this space, or rather its surface, 
shines in the sun with the lustre of burnished silver. g q{

In all cases the flowers are formed parallel 
freezing. They are formed when the sun shines upon tbeice^ot 
every lake; sometimes in myriads, an so smabut 
magnifying glass to see them. The) ‘ 3 , • Even

one portion of the same piece oi ice may
while a second portion shows.themymperfec £ The

Here we have a reversal ot the l J molecules
searching solar beam is delicate enoug i ecture. Try the
down without deranging the order o ien ^ You
«Périment for you£lf with *£*?«*“2 J^fto the

sun. 'The bJy^f ttehght waves and even a portion of the
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