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y masure, th.t have „„ l«*n adopted Ujr There j, D0 „„„ to drabt ,*», . bm m 
k, the Qovermnct at Ottawa for the roeod- lmm would ^ r^ired atofl.r
ment and enforcement of the Military Service 

CANADIAN INDUSTRY. COMMERCE AND Act. The failure of the Act in its previous

shape is frankly admitted. A large part of the 
work was placed in the hands of tribunals 
created throughout the country,,the members 
of which, in many cases, were lacking in quali
fications for thye discharge of duties of a semi
judicial character. In one district men were or-
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X / n< —treatment, for the Opposition members appear 
disposed to accept the verdict of the country, 
which is the sensible thing to do. It woufld 
have been better, for the sake of precedent, to 
have pursued the usual course rather than the 
exceptional one. However, this is more a senti
mental than practical objection. The main fact 
is that before passing their Order-in-Council, 
the Government submitted it to Parliament, and 
afforded full opportunity for its discussion.

The new measure is a severe one, for which 
popularity cannot be claimed. It will produce 
much hardship and distress. Only under extra
ordinary conditions could such a law be justi
fied. The misfortune is that the extraordinary 
condition exists. The men must be had to re
inforce the armies at the front in the present 
crisis, if Canada is to do her part in the fight
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dered into the ranks under conditions which in 
the next district were deemed proper grounds 
for exemption. In the appeals with which the 

-local judges had to deal, which in many places 
so engaged the judges’ times that the ordinary 
Court business had to be suspended, there were 
conflicts of decisions. The Central Appeal 
Judge at Ottawa, who had to abandon his regu
lar court duty, found the number of appeals so 
great as to be beyond his power of prompt hear
ing. Valuable time was being occupied, much for liberty 
money expended, and hyWjfew men, eompfK.f„ 
tively speaking, added to the Canadian army.

Into the midst of this situation came the
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The Secret Session
^taIIE holding of a secret session of the Can- 

its most critical period, that the greatest battles j[ adian Pariiament on Wednesday last—
in the world’s history were being fought m. thc IIouse of Commons meeting in formal 
France and Flanders, that Canadian casualties 
word becoming very numerous, that the main 
army of Canada was on the scene of the great 
conflict and certain to become engaged, and 
that the need of men to reinforce the ranks of
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news that the war seemed to have entered uponMONTREAL, TUESDAY,, APRIL 23, 1918/
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sion and the Senators being admitted to the 
galleries, while all otherr'were excluded—was 
a unique event, well calculated to remind the

Special Articles
w

people of Canada of the critical situation, aris
ing from the war. Theoretically, until very re- 

the Allies was the paramount question of the centlyj Parliament was supposed at all times to
meet in secret. Though the galleries were 

The Government, feeling that, the reinforce- crowded with visitors, nobody was supposed 
ments could not be obtained by thc slow process

Editorials: !
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More Conscription ... 1
*

to “see” them. If it pleased any member to 
of the Military Service Act in its existing form remal.k that he saw “strangers in the House,’"’ 

2 decided to make such amendment as would the Speaker immediately ordered the galler- 
practically cancel all the exemptions that had jes to be cleared. In our Legislatures before

2 been granted and allow the immediate calling Confederation this power of exclusion on 
out of all unmarried men and all childless wid- the demand of a single member was occasion-

3 owers of the ages of 20, 21 and 22 years of age a]]y used. This, however, was in days before
who are not. physically disabled. democracy attained the influence it has to-

Thc measure was adopted by both the Senate dayT In the British Parliament, from which 
and House of Commons after a brief debate— we draw inspiration and guidance, Mr. Dis- 
in the Senate without division, and in the House raeli in 1876, moved'the adoption, of a new rule 

5 by a large majority and is now law. • under which Parliament retained its own au-
To the method employed in the passing of this thority and that of its presiding officer, to ex- 

T - legislation there may be perhaps well grounded elude strangers, but no longer allowed the 
objections. The usual form of introducing a public to be shut out "by the whim of a mem- 
bill to pass its several readings was not adopt- her. In 1876 the new British rule was adopt
ed. Instead- the new measure was prepared in ed by both the Senate and House of Commons 
the form of a draft Order-in-Couneil to be made of Canada in the following form : 
effective at once on the approval of the form 

i-i by Parliament. The reason fdr this, of course,
16 was the desire to take quick action, and prob

ably there was a fear that procedure in the
17 more regular form would meet with obstruction.

The course of the debate on the resolutions

The Secret Session
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“If, at any sitting of the Senate (or 
House) any member shall take notice that 
strangers are present, the Speaker or the 
Chairman (as the case may be) shall forth
with put the question ‘That strangers be 
ordered to withdraw,’ without permitting 
any debate or amendment : Provided that 

The debate Was, for the importance of the ques- the Speaker or the Chairman may, when- 
tion, a very short one. The Opposition incm-
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' - Shipping Losses . 2i seems .to show that this fear was not warranted.$
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