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CHEAPER FARM CREDITS

In the discussion of economic condi-
tions as they relate to agriculture, the
opinion appears to be held by many
that if changes can be brought about
by means of which farmers will be en-
abled to obtain loans on low terms
of interest, many of the problems of
the farm will be settled. We are not
as hopefu! of this proving true as
many seem to be. While we believe
that farmers should have every pos-
sble advantage in the obtaining of
easy credits, the ultimate outcome is
likely to be that the cost of the goods
they desire to obtain will be advanced
enough to more than offset any im-
provement in the facilities for obtain-
ing cheap money. Take for instance,
a young man desiring to buy a farm:
When such a young man begins to
negotiate for the purchase of a farm
the men who own these farms will
know, as well as he does, the terms
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upon which he is able to obtain ad-
vances. In consequence they will in-
crease the price of their farms in pro-
portion.  The same principle works
through all lines of business, Im-
proved facilities for obtaining money
are almost invariably soon counter-
acted by an increase in the cost of
those things which the money enables
one to buy.

What we are most anxious to see is
such an improvement in economic con-
ditions that farmers will be able to
make enough off their farms that it
will not be necessary for them, except
under unusual conditions, to look for
loans at all. Were it not for the fact
that existing conditions are working
strongly against the farmers it would
be unnccossary for any large portion
of our farmers to mortgage their
farms in order to raise money. When
understand the forces that are
handicapping us, such as unjust tariff
laws and an unfair taxation system,
as well as the monopolization of our
natural resources and of our trans
portation systems, we will, by improv-

we

ing these conditions be able to so in-
crease the net returns of the average
farm that the same need will not exist
a5 docs at present for cheaper credits.

EDUCATIONAL COOPERATION

A farmer’s education nowadays can-
not be considered well rounded and
complete unless it embodies instruc-
tion in marketing as well as in pro-
duction. Farm marketing is becom-
ing more and more cooperative mar-
keting. In a recent issue of Farm
and Dairy we called attention to a bill
before one of the state legislatures of
the United States making provision
for the teaching of cooperative mar-
keting in the public schools, and sug-
gested that such legislation would be
equally timely and valuable in On-
tario and the other provinces of Can-
ada. Prof. 8. B. McCready, Director
of Elementary Agricultural Education
in Public Schools of Ontario, in a
recent letter, endorses the suggestion
advanced by Farm and Dairy, and
adds the following pertinent senteénce:

‘‘The teaching of cooperation in our
public schools would be a very diffi-
cult task unless made real and prac-
tical through the children’s work ;
book teaching of it is almost outside
the mark for our public schools.”

Prof. McCready is about right.
Even as production and marketing
must go together in the after life of
the child, so must instruction in the
two subjects be given together to be of
the greatest practical valoe. The co-
operative spirit that may be develop-
ed among the children in the opera-
tion of their achool gardens, develops
their cooperative instincts and adds
to the inte-vst that they would take
in more purely ecooperative instruc-
tion.  Were Prof. McCready's ideas,
a8 advanced by him in various school
bulleting, more fully carried out and
school improvement societies, school
fairs and school picnies organized, the
cooperative spirit of all in the com-
munity would tend to develop.

We do not believe, however, that
book teaching of cooperation, par-

ticularly in the higher grudes of rural
schools, is outside of the mark of pub-
lic school instruction. If instruction
in production can be properly intro-
duced into our publio school system,
we believe that instructin in market-
ing, particularly cooperative market-
ing, has a proper place there too. The
two work admirably together.

WILFUL WASTE

“I believe that the average farmer
of this country is dropping all the
way from $100 to $200 in good hard
cash every year through his careless
methods of housing and handling his
implements.”  This statement, made
by an agricultural implement man
whose business covers all of one pro-
vince, shou'd cause some of us to sit
up and take notice of the manner in
which we are caring for our own im-
plements.

It isn’t the fault of the farmer that
the binder for which he paid $135 lies
idle 51 weeks of the year. The nature
of his calling makes it impossible for
him to use his machinery constantly
as does the manufacturer. It is the
farmer’s fault, however, if the binder
is allowed to rust out because of lack
of attention during the idle 51 weeks.
The fact that the farmer uses his
machines so little should be all the
greater reason why he should take
the greatest care of them.

On thousands of farms, perhaps
some into the homes of which Farm
and Dairy goes, the implements are
drawn out in the spring and may be
found almost anywhere on the farm
but in the implement shed until the
fall. If one is going to house imple-
ments at all, it would be better to
leave them exposed in the winter and
housed in the summer, as rusting pro-
ceeds much more rapidly in the warm
summer weather.

RAILWAY TAXATION
e in Canada have the most insane
railway policy of any country on the
face of the earth. We bonus our
railways heavier than any other coun-
try, we give them larger land grants;
and after we have done all of this, we
subject them to lighter taxation than
rules elsewhere. The members of the
council of Grey Co., Ont., believe
that the railways should be made to
return to the people in just taxation a
small portion of what they have re-
oceived from the people. Moreover,
they intend to do their part to see
that our railways are taxed as they
should be. At the November session
of the Grey County Council, Mr, John
R. Philip moved :

““That th's couneil memorialize all
“other county eouncils in the pro-
‘‘vince with a view of having repre-
“‘sentatives of same meet on some
“conwniant date in the city of To-

“ronto and luvo the matter of more
“requitabl of
"!’hrmhed out, and, if need be, ob-
“tain an interview with the Pro-
‘“‘vincial Cabinet.”

This resglution met with hearty ap-
proval, and the following counties
have fallen in with the suggestion
coming from Grey, and have appoint-
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od delegates to a conference that i)
meet in September: Simcos, Bri
Norfolk, Victoria, Peterboro, Wat.r
loo, Durham, Lambtos, York, Ely iy
Wentworth and Prescott and Russ ||

The claim of the Grey county ¢
cillors that our railroads should
more heavily taxed would seem to 1y

be

a 1|uz one.  Up to June, 1911. the
D Government subsidi and
bonused railways to the extent of

$148,217,071.76. The Ontario gov.
ment has subsidized railways lyin
its domain to the extent of
075.68, and the various mun
have expended $18,042,828.60 in the
same manner. In addition to thes
large cash subsidies, Canadian ril
ways have received land grants tot
ling 85,000,000 acres and bonds un.
guarantees of $60,000,000. And with
all of this assistance railways in O
tario and in the rest of Canada, are
much more lightly taxed than th
ordinary ratepayer.

An official report of the Railway D
partment at Ottawa states that Op
tario has 8,230 miles of railway, and r
ceives in taxes $747,000, or less than §
a mile. Railways in Michigan, wher,
conditions are similar to what thes
are in Ontario, pay taxes of $100
mile; in Dakota of $300 a mile; Wi
consin, $440 and in Maine, $314 ,
mile. And even at this bhigher rate o
taxation the United States railway
under like conditions and mileage
afford a lower freight and passenge
tariff than obtains in Ontario.

It is evident that our railways an
not paying anything like their fui
proportion of the taxes. It is only,
matter of common justice that the
should be on the same basis as th
farmer when it comes to meeting the
assessor and tax ocollector,  Couny
councils that did not appoint des
gates to the Toronto oconference i
their last session, would be Wise to i
80 at their next session, in June Th
question has now been opened up, an
it is up to the county councils of On
tario to push the matter vigorously
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