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Pacific Railway. In following issues, will be pub­
lished illustrations and descriptions of the prise 
winning farms.

THEY HELPED

The competition last year would not have been 
possible but for the assistance given The Canadian 
Dairyman in the matter of the prise list. The 
following contributions were received :,
Eastern Ontario Dairyman's Association.........$60
Di Laval Separator Company.............................  3j
Empire Separator Company .............................  26
Sharpies Separator Company ............................... 26
Ontario Wind Engine and Pump Company.... 116
Gould, Shapley & Muir ...................................... Vi
Whitten Drummond Company, Ltd., Toronto.. 10
Alex. McGowan, M.L.A., Ellesmere................... 6
Hon. Thos. Crawford, M.L.A., Toronto............ 6

$196
Unless one or two other publie spirited firms or 

gentlemen assist by sending contributions, the 
balance of the prise list will be borne by The 
Canadian Dairyman and Farming World, which 
already has paid the general expenses of the com­
petition, including those of the jugdes.
It is hoped tbs ‘ lucoess of this competition

will make it p to hold a provincial com­
petition this yet u to farmers all over On­
tario. Both the Eastern and Western Ontario 
Dairymen's Associations have endorsed this sug­
gestion. Further mention of this matter will be 
made later.

The Value of Rural Telephones
Sam Suddaby, Victoria Co., Ont.

The telephone is a most wonderful and one of 
the most helpful inventions that we have. Its 
usefulness has only begun to be appreciated. 
Up to a few years ago, the telephone was looked 
upon as a convenience, confined to urban com­
munities. Towns or villages without telephones 
were considered behind the times. While it is 
a very great convenience in towns, it is a real 
necessity in the country.

If one wants to communicate with another in 
the same town it is only a short distance to go 
and see him; the roads are never blocked with 
snow, he can easily get here. It is far different 
with the more widely separated country residents. 
For many years the town people have enjoyed 
the advantages of telephone communications ; 
such has been denied the residents of country 
districts. Why ? Simply because the telephone 
business was in the hands of one big company 
that was making all kinds of money out of it 
and would not extend its lines into the country, 
because they would not r,ee a chance of making 
three dollars for every one expended, consequent­
ly until the rural communities began organis­
ing independent companies, telephones were 
found only in the towns.

Since the independent movement has started, 
rural telephones have made rapid progress. When 
the farmers once begin to realise how easily they 
may secure telephones, and of how great benefit 
they are to them, the progress that has been 
made will be insignificant in comparison with 
what will be the case. It costs considerable to 
get a telephone system in~t« lied, that is of much 
use, but if all assist, the cost to each is little 
and the benefits great.

I could not begin to enumerate the benefits to 
a sparsely settled rural community that are to be 
derived from telephone connections, between resi­
dents and with the village or market town. One 
thing that will occur to the mind of everyone, is 
the fact that there are times when a life may be 
saved by having instant means of communicat­
ing with a doctor.

The Company with which I am associated is 
a stock company. The shares are fro each. 
We have 13 miles of line in operation which are

giving good service. There are other ways of 
securing a telphone system, perhaps just us 
good, but if the people will go into the business 
having in view the benefits they are going to get 
out of it, rather than the idea of making or pay­
ing dividends, they can have telephone set vice 
at small cost, and good service as well.

O
NE of the objections thit has leen rais­

ed against the introduction of tiree rural 
delivery in Canada is the claim that 
the service in the United States is run 

by the politicians. It has been staled by a lead­
ing official of the Canadian post office department 
and it is believed more or less gererally, that the 
rural mail carriers and inspectors are political 
npointeos; that the routes are laid out to suit 
politicians; that it is little more than an im­
mense political machine started by the politic­
ians to catch Votes among the farmers.

Were inveatigation to prove the foregoing 
charges to be true, und were it to seem likely that 
the evils referred to would spring i.p in Canada, 
were free rural delivery to be introduced here, 
there are few Canadians who would be willing to 
pay such a price.

Realizing the seriousness of the charges, the 
editorial representative of The Canadian Dairy­

man and Farming World made careful enquiries 
on this point. Government officials, postmasters, 
rural carriers and farmers, on both sides of poli­
tics, and living in several states, were inter 
viewed. Not one was found who claimed that 
politics had anything to do with the service. 
Many laughed at the suggestion. Some even said 
that they had never heard such a thing hinted at.

POLITICS IN IT AT FIRST 

During the first six years of the service, politi- 
cil considerations did have more or lees influence 
in its management. During the last six years, or 
since February 1, 1902, the e* pointaient oi the 
rural carriers and other officials, has been under 
the control of the United States Civil Service 
Commission. Since February 1, 1904, the com­
mission has adopted rules governing the appoint­
ment of rural carriers that have made it tmpos 
sible for the politicians to have anything to d" 
with the selection of the carriers.

We purchased our phones from the Canadian 
Independent Telephone Company of Toronto. 
There are a number of other manufacturing com­
panies supplying the Independents. All of these 
will give good service and any of them will give 
valuable ...’distance in getting up companies for 
the purpose of installing rural telephone lines.

HOW IT STARTED
The rural delivery was started twelve years ago 

by A. W. Machen, who later lu carne general su- 
perintedent of the free delivery system. Mr. 
Machen has since left the service, but his former 
stenographer is still in the employ ef the Depart­
ment. "I well remember," she said when inter­
viewed, “the day that Mr. Machen threw a letter 
over to me and announced that he purposed ask­
ing an experiment with free rural mail delivery. 
No one in the department had any idea that the 
service would prove so popular or that it would 
grow in the way it has "

AN EXPERIMENT AT FIRST 

During the first two or three years of the rural 
delivery service it was more or lees of an experi­
ment. Neither Congress or the Post Office De­
partment laid down any hard or fast rules as to 
how the service was to be conducted. The result

was that at first the politicians did have consider­
able say in its management. After the first few 
rural delivery routes had been started, applica­
tions for the establishment of additional routes 
began to pour in on the Department The num­
ber of these applications was so great the Depart­
ment did not have the staff, or the necessary or- 
ganieation, with which to handle them. A rule 
was finally adopted by which it was made neces­
sary that all applications for the establishment of 
a rural delivery route should bear the endorsation 
of the member of Congress or the Senate, irres­
pective of party, for the district before they would 
ba considered by the Post Office Department. 
The members were consulted also in regard to the 
rural mail carriers.

This system was followed lot several years. 
While no person was found who would say 10. 
it is altogether likely that Republican members of 
Congress used to have more influence than the 
Democratic members in deciding which routes

B THE RURAL MAIL DELIVERY RUN BV THE POLITICIANS 7

The Third of 1 krks «I Articles Written hr Tie Cenedlen llolrymen end Fermlnt World, by on Edftoriol 
Représentent: of thb few, who Recently Visited the United lutes, with the 

obiect of ItodyUR the Free Rural Sell Delivery Systee.

The illustration shows a group of farmers at Delphi, Indiana, efte 
of a Free Rural Mail Delivery Route in their .action.


