+

be a lack of watchfulness, yet Christ has a larger
place in the heart, and there is more calm, and less
self.

Observe how deceitful the heart is, and how it .
loses all self-command when it departs from God,
That poor young girl (when she was getting fur-
ther and further into the slough, on the borders of
which she had been trifling, to use her own expres-
sions), asked her mother’s friend to do all she could
to remove every obstacle; and she, who was a
woman of some piety, was surprised that A, should
be disposed to unite herself to a worldly man,
How wily and deceitful is our heart! What slaves
does an idol make of us! For although we may
endeavour to escape the danger, yet we take means
to secure the accomplishment of the thing we de- -
sire, even while we flee from it! What a terrible
thing it is to got away from God! This young
person, before she was entangled through this affec-
tion, would have shrank with horror from the idea
of such an action. When the heart has abandoned
God, it dreads man more even than God. The God
who loved A., and who was beloved by her, must
needs take her away from this world, where she
had not courage to return to the right path. God
took her to Himself. She died in peace, and
through pure grace she triumphed.

The Christian, whilst enjoying peace in his last
moments, should always feel that it is God whose
hand is there. What a solemn lesson for those who
wish to depart from God, and from His holy word,




