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f.M that colony since 1851. also the dividends paid by 
puhlic companies operating the mines in recent years. 
In the statement compiled by the Victorian Uioveriv 
ment official, the gold is valued at £4 per oz.. and 
in our table the conversion into Canadian currency 
is made at five chillers to the |«>und.

(ahu l Ruin clii'S oi Victoria.

In continuing this search lor the causes 
of serious disasters on land and sea. we

The Du|fr 
•i Drley.

Iind a story in connection with the loss 
ol nearly half a hundred lives at the burning of the 
Windsor Hotel in New York surely requiring some 
explanation. The following statement of Miss tjould s 
chef df aiisuw, Dudley, has been permitted to circulate 
everywhere without contradiction. He says that he 
notified the clerk and cashier that the hotel was oil

Yield.

58,772,555 
716,9.54 
740,0X6 
805,0<7 
812,766 
837,258

The total weight of gold exported from the colony 
since the discovery in 1851 to the close of January 11, 
the present year is fu.73l1.084 oz.. and its value at 
$20 per oz. amounts to $1,254.721,1180.

LlVIUbSUa UV Venue CuMI'ANIKS.

i'rtiod.

tr.iln 1851 tu 1" ‘IV 
I luringfire fifteen minutes before the fire was discovered by 

anybody else, so far as he could see. Dudley s story 
is corroborated by Fred Johnson, who

Dudley left 
about ten minutes

1894 
Is 95
189.1
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was
was with him at the time.
Miss (ioulds house at 
ol 3. He was half way dow n the block when he saw 
smoke coming through the risif in the centre of the ho­
tel, just beneath the flagpole, lie ran into the hotel. 
"Your hotel is on fire !" he said to the clerk. The 
clerk told him to go to the devil. The chef naively 
adds: "I went over to the cashier and said : The hotel 
is on lire! You had lietter send in an alarm or send 
some men up stairs to put it out." The cashier never 
so much as looked up from the hook at w hich he was 
w riting. As an example of absolute indifference to the 
safely of life and property, this story would lie unique, 
but for the possibility that the clerk and cashier of 
tiie Windsor Hotel were so absorbed in the work of 
the office, or so accustomed to being hoaxed by 
guests of the hotel, that even the note of alarm pre­
sumably apparent in the warning voice of Miss 
(iouhl’s cook failed to arouse them to any sense of 
peril to those in the house. Hut the danger of 
delay was surely never more clearly emphasized than 
by what followed, and H is not surprising that the un 
derwriters of New York are now insisting upon such 
precautions against fire being taken In hotel propric 
tors as will ensure immediate attention to an alarm, 
no matter from what quarter the same may he given.

An,oust. 
$2.298,605 

2,192,515 
2,598,475 
2 685 4711 
3,078,170

The report of the Victorian Department of Mines 
also shows that new and improved methods of treat­
ing the ore have been the means of so increasing the 
average yield of gold per ton that the amount of divi­
dends from many of the principal gold-fields may he 
expected to show a further increase, 
yield of gold for the month of January showed an in­
crease of nearly 8,i*x> oz. over the corrcsfMmding 
month of the previous year.

Altogether, the (iovernment report on the gold 
mines of Victoria furnishes very cheering statistics 
and much instructive reading for those engaged in 
the laudable enterprise of developing the mineral 
wealth of this great Dominion. Such figures as those 
presented to us by this Australasian Department of 
Mines ought to encourage Canadians who have, even 
if somewhat tardily, invested capital for the purpose 
of placing mining on the list of our industrial pursuits.

The efforts now being made to equip our gold 
mines upon a projKT and a paying basis will surely 
re stilt in Canada shortly occupying a prominent posi­
tion among countries celebrated for the quantity and 
value of their gold production.
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Hills the total

or Iwtereet to t anadian mining men will find the
CawatiM following figures in connection with 

the gold production of Victoria some­
what interesting Since the discovery of the precious 
metal in this Australasian Colony in 1851, large quan­
tities of gold have been exported. In the ten years 
from 1852 to 18411, the exports of gold amounted to 
upwards of two millions of ounces per annum, but 
subsequently there was a gradual decline, till the year 
1SO7. when the weight of metal ex|iorted had declined 
25 per cent Twenty years ago the number of miners 
:.l work in the Victorian gold fields was 38.1s»), of 
whom about one third were Chinese. The number 
of men engaged in mining pursuits in the colony then 
largely decreased: but gold mining has since revived, 
and become a permanent industry and a legitimate 
business, conducted by companies paying satisfactory 
and increasing dividends.

From a monthly return to the t iovernment issued 
bv the Secretary for Mines in \ ietoria. we present the 
following tabulated statement of the output of gold

Miser*.
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I lie first general meeting of this Company was held 

at the Company's < >dices, No. 7 McKinnon lliiihling, 
Toronto, on 27th March, when a strong Hoard of Di­
rectors was ap|H>inted. At the Directors' Meeting, 
held subsequent to the above. Mr. S. F. McKinnon 
was chosen I‘resident, and Mr. Thomas Long Nice 
I'resident. Ilotlt these gentlemen are well known in 
financial and business circles.

Mr A. Dean, who was engaged by the directors as 
general manager"of the Company, has had an extend- 
eu experience as inspector, having acted in that 
capacity for some years in connection with the Lon­
don Assurance.

The Company's offices opened for business on the 
3rd instant.
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