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Eleetric'ity, ¢ |ck tri' siti, n. [Scandihoovian
aleqtrwski, meaning  sudden, unexpected; also
idiom) previous, From Rough Notes.] In a com-
mercial sense, chained lightning, 2. A fluid which
soaks through a solid metal tube at the rate of one
hundred cighty odd bound milles per second, a
gigantic force whichthousainirby a thread that at
child can break an annihilato of space, a servant
of man which is always ready to go on a strike, 1
other aliascs which may be observed in the
graduating essays of high school savants and other
standard works, 3. Fire underwriters have studied
its habits with great solicitude, It is always liable
to spring a leak and in this is its hazard, It does
not leak in drops on the floor and smear itself
around until some one discovers it and turns it off.
No, it leaks in blue blazes, green lightning and a
pyrotechnic display, and at the rate of 10,000,000
volts, technically speaking, per instant. The spirit
of such a performance is very catching to surround-
ing objects of a combustib’e disposition, It is
authentically estimated that quite a number of fires
originate from clectric leakage every season, 4. It is
also uwsed for lighting. Fifteen candle-power of
electric radiance, corked up in a little brass necked
bottle, encouraged with sufficiently contiguous in-
flammable surroundings, will start as great a fire as
a Chicago cow and a two.candle-power lantern.
§. Llectricity is also of interest to life and accident
underwriters because of its playful disregard of the
sacredness of human life.  The long lists of casual-
ties from this cause are quite shocking. (Vainly at-
tempted to insulate that word from this definition,
but it short-circuited in spite of me.—Lexicographer).
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