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THE ATLAS AMD NATIONAL CHANGES.of t- eh a character that it increased the hazard on 
the • lidding or nock, the jiolicy liceame at once void, .
,,.g, ,||r>« of the amount of such explosive». I wdl | We are informed that Mr. Matthew C. Hinslia 
go » other, and say. that if they kept for themselves, . |,as resigned his |Misitiun as chief agent of the N 
nr V-viwingly look in storage lor others, any materials 
whs loever, even though not explosive, not usually 
inet entai to their business as wholesale and retail 
dtuf gists, and such materials increased the hazard, 
the .lolicy thereupim became void.

"i is my e'ear opinion that the keeping by Tarrant 
Hr C ». on the premises, of any material, explosive or 

beyond that allowed by the statutes or ordin- 
legal legul iti< ns of the municipality 

unjr itifiab'e ; that nothing in sour policies can be 
cons'rued as authorizing on \mtr |>art such action bv 
Tamil A Co.; and that the policies became thereby 
voided

*'2. I11 my opinion you are not liable for damage 
to anv building remote from the lire as the result of 
the explosion, provided fire did not ensue in such 
building.

“It is well settled In the decisi.sis of this State that 
where the policy provided (as it once did here) that 
the romjHinv should not be liable for anv damage 
occas-ofieil bv explosion, the company was not liable 
for damage either bv the explosion <>r tire where an 
explosion occurred and fire as a result ensued.

Since the present form of policy has been used, it 
is cqualh well settled that where an explosion occurs 
and fire ensiles in the same htii’ding the company is 
liable for the loss occasioned In the lire, starting with 
the condition of the building as it ex.sted at the end 
of the explosion ; but that if it a pears that the explo­
sion was occasioned bv an already existing tire, then 
the company is liable for the damage both by the fire 
and the result ng explosion. In this connection, it 
has been nqieatedlv held that a lantern or candle or 
cigar In which an explosion ;s occas oned is not such 
a 'fire' a» is contemplated by the policy, and a cont- 

is not liable for the damages from such explo- 
There must be a real, existing, burning fire in

tional Insurance Company of Ireland, and will, 
future, continue to represent the Atlas Assurain 
Company of England alone. This step has been 
taken owing to the large volume of bus ness nor. 
being transacted by both companies throughout th 
Dominion, neevss fating individual representation and 
control.IlC.

ancr‘ or w .1-
Mr. V. Chevallier Cream, the general manager 

the Company is at present on this side, and has spent 
a couple of days in Montreal. He has ap|*»'nted Mr. 
Hugh M. I„ambert. who, at present, acts as assistai!' 
manager, to succeed Mr. Hinshaw, and he will as 
sumo his new duties on the 1st January next.

VICTORIA*MONTREAL FIRE INSURANCE CO Y.

A meeting of the directors of the above compati, 
was liehl at its head office in Montreal, on Mondai 
the -Hull inst Considerable discussion, wc under 
stand, took place, but nothing definite was done, and 
the meeting adjourned for a week. The present 
condition of affairs is one which demands a gi» *1 
deal of consideration, sound judgment and prompt 
action. As stated in !a*t week's issue, the total cash 
premium income fn in organization up to Octobc. 
31st was $159.0X4.06: while the rash disbursements 
in c mnection with losses, organization expenses, coni 
missions, etc., amount to over $.270,om. There '* 
thus an excess of ex|ienditurc over income of $115. 
<*»> The total capital stock paid in up to that date 
was $170,0110. Then there is an item of outstanding 
losses in Canada and the United States amounting to 
over $45.001 ), and, of course, there is the necessan 
reserve for unearned premiums, which would pro 
liable amount to .<40.000 or $50,000.

Under all the circumstances connected with the 
affa rs of the company, the directors have a somewhat 
difficult problem to solve, and it would seem that 
if a substantia' amount cannot be jiaid in immediate'i 
by the shareholders, which would enable the

pain 
sion.
the ordinary acceptation of the term.

“I am also of opinion that the company is not lia­
ble for losses occasioned In the explosion in the Tar­
rant building to buildings or contents adjoining >r 
in close proximity to the Tarrant building, unless fire 
ensued.

“A strong argument might lie made that the wa'l 
of a building immediately adjoining the Tarrant buiV- 
ing was b'nwn down or injured by the direct force 
of the exploding gas in the Tarrant building, and not 
bv the concussion of air as would be the case in a 
more distant building, and that therefore the com- 
1 tanv might be liable for such damage to an adjoining 
building, while not liable for damage to the remoter 
building

*'I find, however, no distinction in the cases as lie­
nt ecu a near or remote building. It is ohvi< 11* I' 
tween a m ar or remote building. It is obvious that 
if a distinction is to lie made, there would be no way 
of tel'ing where to draw the line, and when the coin- 
pant won'd be Table and when not. I am, on the 
who’e. inclined to Itelievr that the courts would not 
enunciate a principle which wouhl lie fraught w th 
so great d (fit-nitv in application In any event, 1 
would adv'-e 'he rompant not to pat such 'nss on an 
adjoining building until the question had liven passed 
U|»»n by the courts."

coni
pany to meet a'l outstanding liabilities, and leave 
sufficient cash on hand to pay for I ssrs as they arise, 
the sooner the only other course open to them be 
adopted, the better for all c neemed.

We understand that the Superintendent of Insur 
a nee was again hi the city this week, and that he 
has made hi- report to the Minister, in accordance 
» th the Insurance Act. What his recommendations 
are. have not leaked out. but we arc sure that Mr 
Fitzgerald has done his duty in connection with the 
matter, and acted in accordance with the powers con 
ferred upon him. at the same time having due regard 
to the interests of those Connected with the company, 
e ther as shareholders or policyholders.


