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guu# and Items.THE JULY FIRE LOW.

The fire loss of the United States and Canada, for 
the month of July, as compiled from the daily record 
of the New York "Commercial Bulletin,” is stated 
by that paper to show a total of $13.609,100. A com- I Wo||| , ;RKAT Kirks.—U. C. Crosby, late Vresi-
narison of the losses by months during the first seven ,lcnt (lf ,|H. National l ire Protective Association, has

«* ■*'-1'"»101 **ind '"i ttrsys.1899, is given in the following table: • "rt*\ „1HSS. 1st». 19*°. I 1 jdido'll was nearly destroyed by fire in 7<>K; again
The latter fire is known in

At Home and Abroad.

8885 III
9,0»!,9U0 15,769,400 am|‘nrot.erty value upward of $53.<xx>ouo were de-

lMatiaeo 1! «09*100 stroved. Edinburgh was nearly destroyed by fire m 
11,420,400 I .i,MM,iou 1 . ,_isl)im was burned in I7'>7- \entce waste-

Iterlin

January,., 
Kchruaiy. 
Match... 
Apnl.... 
May • •.• 1
lune........
)"!/......

7,045,100 
t,ill,000 

11 J072 200
9,200,900
8,929,750 1700.

stroved bv fire in 1106. and again in 1577. 
was'destroyed in 1405. Berne in 1634. and again m 
K4to Hamburg was nearly destroyed by fire in 

burned, and 100 people

rot,l,................ $67,166,860 $77,126,150 $116,908,0 0

The "Bulletin" remarks: "With the exception of 
Kebruarv, every month so far this year shows a hea I 1842: 4.219 buildings 
vier loss than the same month in .898 and .899. The lost their lives: Vro|KTty va uc destn

*» ..... . *-»-• - »-:::;should attract public attention. Ninth is heard ul> ut j yu with root) houses destroyed,
the pension list, but in its heaviest year it amounted X|1IM.,,W jn ,--J; visited by a large fire; 18.000 houses
to $1 c9.0co.ax). The fire loss fir the full year of ,|c,troyed. Again in 1812; this time the fire set by 

will it is claimed, be an enormous sum, even Russians in order to prevent the French occupation
' H„w far public of the city ; .Vbooo. houses were destroyed, and over

1 $150,000,0m of vaine.
Constantinople has been the scene 

and cost Is* fîtes; in 1729. a great fire destroyed I2sxx> 
buildings and nearly fi.ixe people. In 174.S. another 
great fire lasted five days; again in January, 1750. 

LOSS RATIOS. I |0000 buildings destroyed. In April, the same year,
A Seasonable Query another fire, with $i.S.('xx>,ooo of property destroyed.
A Seasonable ^tery. Agsin. latter in the year, a fire destroyed 10.000

The hazards of the risks fix the amount of loss. houses; in 1756. t.S.<xx> 1 louses were destroyed and
The necessities of business fix the amount of ex- IOo lives lost." In 1782. to.noo houses were burned;

in 1791, between March and July, serious fires de-
The underwriters' rates of premium fix the income. agahfi'nT^V' în'i** 1*000 houses
The people wlio pay premiums arc responsible for | ^ <oon shop, xvere destroyed. In 1870. Vera, a 

the losses. j suburb of Constantinople, was nearly destroyed, 7.1x10
The needs of the people who want indemnity arc | |mj|,lings and over $25,000,000 property being con­

sumed.

were

IIJOO
if no large conflagration occurs, 
opinion will permit such a 
lion's wealth to proceed is an interesting question.”

serious drain on the 11a of numerous

responsible for the expenses.
The underwriters are responsible for the rates of The Underwriting Troubles.—The New York 

premium. I "Journal of Commerce” in expressing regret that the
The underwriters cannot decrease the losses. I underwriters, although they have been holding 
The underwriters cannot lessen the ex|>enses. general and committee meetings since January last.
The underwriters can make rates that will pay have "so far accomplished nothing" in the way of

1— - «rry* Tr vr" T*"** .... . » »don’t they do it?-Firemen s bund Record. | cfwJ'in rat'., am| t,K. tire loss for the first half of
the year clearly shows that at present tariffs fire in­
surance is a losing game for nearly al the companies. 
Meanwhile, companies are gradually being forced one 
after another to the wall, and the market for insur­
ance is becoming more and more restricted. In any 
other line of business, rates would naturally advance 
when the demand exceeded the supply; but even 
on the thousands of risks which such a condition 
exists, policies arc still as a rule, sold at prices which 
are below cost. In other corporations, the failure of 
the managers to make profits results in tlfeir being 
turned out and more competent men instsalled in 
their places. In fire underwriting, however, the 
stockholders allow the surplus to he gradually used 
up, and then liquidate the corporation. It would

MONTREAL CLEARING-HOUSE.

IUInuc*1"viwrtnge.
»I

Tntnl for week ending 
16 Aug.*..................19011, 13,1-65,86:1 2,350,971

Corresponding week.,. 1899, 14.165,112 2,1*7,513
.1898, 11,109,217 1,567 191
.1897, 11^113, tOH 1,194.602
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