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Gonscience.
By Rev. D F Lamson.

The question often arises, Is Conscience always |
reliable?  Can it always be trusted?  Paol speaks,
Titus 1:1 5 of some whose “mind and conscience
is defiled;"” he speaks alvo, 1 Cor. 8 :7,12, 0f 2
“weak conscience,” i, e, one whose r'.xmhul of
judgment is imperfect; and of some whose “‘con-
sciencr is seared with Lot iton,"" i, e. those whose
standard is wholly pervertad or destrovad by o
ohedicnce and lawlessness, A gocd conscivn
is spoken of, implying that there is a couscivr ev
that is not good; Acts 23:1, 1 Tim. 3:19, 1 Pet.
3:16.

The truth scems to be that the moral natare
may suffer much degradation, that the night be.
comes darkness and conscience ceases to e a
trustworthy guide,  There may be a deceiving
conscicnve, a conscience that has become warped
bv evil habit, by false training. by passion or
prejodice, so that Tike an unjust and partial
Judge, it defivers false judgments,  Conscience is
not infallible: it partakes of the iutirmity of
human nature, and way theretore lead astray,

To reenr to the illusttation of the magnetic
compass: the needle may be doflected from its
trie bearing by sonie extrancons attraction, and
then the more closely it s followed the greater
will be the danger.  As a matter of fact, an
ocean steamship once came near being wrecked
by a bar of iron being carelessly left near the
hinnacle,  Conscience may be turned aside from
the polar-star of truth, and then it becomes as
great a power for evil as in its right and normal
action it is for good.  We are notnd pat only to
“follow conscience,” but to have a right con-
scivnee to follow; a man must not only live up
to his moral judgment, his moral judgment must
be one that it is right to live up to.

The fact that Conscience may be perverted

“explains how it is that good men have been per-

secutors, as when our fathers were made to suffer
disabilities, imprisonment and the spoiling of
their goods, at the hands of a dominant hiere
wrchy of a state church, It explains how men
have “‘thought they were doing God serviee in
putting his faithinl servants to death; how snch
a man as Paul “verily thought that he onght to
do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazaretin,''  Many of the apologists of slavery
and other evils have been not bad wen, but mis,
guided men. Such men have often Iid conscicney
enough, but it was ot a** N

In fact, the more conscientious a man is, to
greater longths will be often be led in wrong do-
ing if his conscience is a misdirected and per-
verted one,  Some one asked the celebrated Dr.,
Emmons how certain men could be so ill tem-
pered and cross-grained: he seplicd, “because
they are conscientiously ugly.”

Conscionce is hke a railroad switch; if it is
misplaced it will send the train off on a side-track,
and perhaps to destruction.  Panl exhorts us to
have *faith and a good conscience;'" which 1. e.
conscictice, some having put away, concerning
fuith bave made shipwreck,' -1 Tim. 1:19. Some
have conscience withont faith, and are mere
formalists; some have faith without ennscience,
and are mere emotional Christians; their lives
are not consistent with their professions.  What
God has joined together, we are not to put
asunrder,

The practical question is, How may a *'good
conscience'’ be secured? (1) The conscience
must he enlightened by God's word.  Psalm
19:7-9  t19-130.  {2) By obedience; if neglect-
ed or disobeyed, like an alarm-clock its voice
s00n ceases 10 be heard,  The conscience should
be kept sensitive to the trath like the photog-
rapher's plate to the light; then it will be a
trustworthy guide, the *‘vice-gerent of God in

e soul."!

good conscience,
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RAn Opzn Letter to Cletgymen.

We are told in the Bille that God created
every winged fowl after his kind; and God saw
that it was good.  And Ged Wessed them, say-
inig, Be froitfal, and let fowl maliiply in the
carth’

s air to multply as God dir they
are wantonly killed for sport by men, and boys
desttoy thowsands of cugs and nestlivgs each
year,  Fashion dectees that women must wear
the plumage of wild birds for arnaments, Glarce
at the bonnets worn at any church service and

note the large number of graceful plumes known |
1 Kiorste, d, o.

SAigrettes.”  There is not a wonin that
does not know that these plumies are obtained
only by the most ermel and barbarons methods,
How can she kneel and partake of the Holy
Communion while wearing thens?

Can the childron of the Sunday Schonls grow
to he good men and wemen uoless they are
tanght that Kindness to all God's ml | creatures
is a part of Christian hie?  The Saviour says a
spartow U'shall not £l on the groand withont
vour Father.” This certainly means that
human beings will be bodd respou-ihle for all cases
of cruelty to even the wost humble of God's
creatnres

Birds are a check on inscet life and so lessen
the Libor of the tiler of the soil. Scientifie
study during the past two decades has demon-
strated the fact that birds are the most valuable
friends the agriculturist has; thev destroy in-
sect pests and noxions vernm: they alsy et
thousands of tns of weed sceds which it left to
propagate wonld soon overrun the land,

Birds require no pay for their fahars, they
only ask to he let alone to enjoy in peace and
safety the e the Creator gave thei, the same
right that every good citizen enjovs,

Are clergymen doing their duty of they do unt
call the attention of the people to the rights of
the birds?
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MILLER MILTON —AL the Lome of Me (0 F, Mil
ton, bride's futher, Sug 24th, by Hary S, Eob, Man
ning Miller to May Milt 1ol Dawson, N. B,

ALLEN ALLEN . —~At the home of the bride's
prarerts, sept Ttie by Reve Frank 1* Orosor, Harry
Alen of Torsford, to Nets Mau t Alisn of Wist, G

Bakriey Mefigarn - At Lower Kooxfond, Car.
Co,on Aug Gis, be Rev. €, stnhing, Austin W,
Bartley of Knoxford, to Minnie M., daughter of

1+ Daniel Metirath, of L wer Knoxtord.

MOREHES SESUSTIN — A0 the pars mrege, in
town, sept, 7, 0y Revo € 1 Wilson, assisted e
Coo Howler Alexande ase ol Blisstionl, 1o
Gortrude Ausom of Doaktown, N #

Jolin
Nobles,
[ wk, Coy and

Hertha |n kson of Lok Lovn vnd St Johntle,

Il.mluu!u K~lr\.«—-\l Pastor's home, St
by v BN

anis LEAVITY - At the parsonage, St Goorgn,
N B sep by R ME 1wt Orhey
is to Medi Bthed Leavict, both of Blak Bay

SADAM-DEAGLE — At St Georze, N B, Sept,
20t by Rev M. KL Fleeher at the home of the
bride's futhes, Stewiart Meddam to Ella Deagle, both
ol 81, George,

DENLOP.GORDEN. A the Baptist chureh Spring
Held, Yok Co, NOB L Sept Tth, by A AL Ratledge,
Turtt Dusl P of U pper Caverhill, t Ming Gorden of
S oungtield,

Hursrs srams, <At the home of the bride
arents, Mo hampton, Sept 14th, \ \ A Rutl
0 L Huestis of Nacknooni ehi Bl
, of southampton, York ( o, N ll

Furron Dick —=Ac st John, NI
by Vastor Clinstopher Buone e, Stuart Gor
of Trure, N. >, to Addie Dick, of St. Johu.

Sept. 2t
n Fulton,

FULLERTAN-WILBAND, — A1 the home of the bride,
Riverside, Sept, 7, by Pastor J. W. Brown, Jas, Alex.

[ rort

Fullerton ). l' ol Albert, and Lena Puuline Wilband,
all of Albert

Livisasion-Wolbworrit,.—=At  the Darsonage,
vedi Capwy, Sepr 10, 0y Pastor J, W, Brown,
avies Homy Lavingston of albert Mines wnd Rosic
W lworth ot Weoadworth® seltlement, all of
Al i Co,

NTERVES JAMtps At tha home of the bride's
parents, Hopewelt Cape, Sept 14, by Pastor 3. W,
frowi, Wilton Ceplas Stecves of 1l bora, and Ao
Matd Jas e, Al of Albeit Co

=At the Fres Baptist pusonage,
Avgw v 2ah, by Rev, 8 L Perry,
C Wik o, ok Baasie Earle, of Kars,

INTH \l»~u'\ = A the Free Paptist t'nmh.
A by Hev. W

(NPT
(U B A A T
.-L Gww, b.nu), (¥ b.n.lulw

* bay

" 3] ol
vet, S, Juhn {Westy,

Fovsmmivo N1ciorsoN. —On the 21th ult, at the

resideree of the bude's parents, by Rev Jnlm Perry,
N Brnest Judson mming, of NVeston, €, Co, and
Miss duicie Annie Nicholson, only daushier of Allwrl.

wad by, Necholsan, of Conneliy Carl ton o,

Nept. .m. Unis Maud,
yocngest dbnehite e of Mrownd Mis, d, Burton Chate
Sleted it cest altor & brieg iiness of typiod poeu
oty Naewas baptz doan 1505 b7 Rev. t. DL Simp-
the acthaae of ber beaustul Christian hife
y oy, The sunday sehooi I
it wrganist and a Fathtu! teocher und the ehoir
misses her vores, but the greatest loss s exper ¢ wed
e howme, Where she wins eved th ughttul o0 the
comtort and pivasure ol othew. Pwo of the § oer
1

Cnere —At rwick,

pastors Rove & Wallace umd D 81, Simpson w ¢
attendaue b tee fuaegl,

m.rr <AL Mebonald'e Poiot Aug, 2157t haes

booaued S years, wike of Do Iord

L paerd v o Bae pest ol cemaineth 1o the
et ol God, baving a b ban | bwo s s, two
bectere mod oacsaster B the coss of an aif e
Govaie wileg o b and boaviag wes her gl sister.
TV RIX VNS O sleler Was i VErY Sreal s -
bt dive oars was w o inove
Berselt Varaz 'l ¢ Years, s was o over ko own
o muomin Gr vvanpiaie, bat endue A ber s Mering
with unsurpas ed Cheistn fo tiiads San adways
taok a doepant et noevery boanel of ¢ urch work
but had osp el iateras e Missions an o was presi-
Aent ob 1ho Nid Seciely ever sboee 18 arganiz dion.
Fon abde S elracrer, amiablo bn dispos ton, bem in
fth, ¢ aous T Godd and the ¢ urch <he will be
e e d by the chwres snd comm iy, The
Pa tor widl alw .oy feed that there is one | ss v'uyul,{
for im and s wors = although she could not
with us except when we met at hoe o s, wo ol ~u)<
vealia d that 1 her hom < ner prayers w ascending
vid her dife was o power for God. 1 feel that this
sotie s rhoubl not be e osed without reforence to the
untiring ottention of he devated hu-band and also a
wivcey S Mt Olts, ta thos dear sistor, through
all thems vears, No hing that could by done s med
to e beted amd her comtort was shways considered
belore auy pleasure dor thomsives,

forer, wrd For the

While it is true that *“Religion never was
designed to make our pleasures less,” it should
e renembeted that there are pleasures and
pleasures and taat even legitimate pleasures may
be follow foolishly, selfishly anl blindly, so
that they tead to the undoing, instead of the
making of character.  Some are in themselves
dezrading; others, right under certain conditions,
bocome wrong when followed for their own sakes,
and not as a means of reereation; or when they
ave ndulged o to excess, or when associated
wth gnestionable practices.  The regeneration
of pleasure, and its regabtion ana 42 suhordina-
tion to the higher ends of lite, are matters that
meed more careful and honest treatment from
religious wachers, - The Christian

The Baptist Yeur Bok of th: Maritime
Provinces will, it is expected, b+ issued before
the end ot October. By order of the Convention,
all persons desiring copies will be  required to
Py ten conts per copy, except that a limited
number will be sent free for the use  f the several
Boards of Conveation and the several Associa-
tions when convened, and also a number of com-
plimentary copics will be sent out as usual,
Therefore a'l churchies and individuals interested
are advised to notify the editor at an early day
how many copies of the Year Book they require,
amd to enclose with this notification a sum suffi-
cient to pay for the books ordered at 1o cts,
each,




