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CONCERING EVANGELI!ZATION.
By Rev. R. G. MacBeth, M.A.

S—— Is'e Heesed end solentid
quality. It is a good thing in love or
war or business or politics, but a lot of

may get enthusiastic about any of these
things or about baseball and hockey
and sports in gemeral, but when it
comes to the question of saving men
from eternal ruin somouommﬂunk
we should b dull and st

of the church and convinces the forces
of evil of their impotency. This has
been tha sctual result in many places
to our personl knowledge.

There has been considerable discus-
#ion of late as to some of the elements
which, if not guarded against, might
wreck the evange istic movement by
destroying the faith of the people in
its disinterestedness. Ous must always
count on a certain amoun. of criticisic
from quarters unfriendly to religion and
every minister must be prepared to hear

a pool of water on e level pulrle.
Such people overlook the faot um the
pool is a breeder of di
and that dull professing christians may
not only have within themselves the
sentence of death but may destroy the
health and strength of those ar nmd
them who are struggling for new life.
Enthusiastic earnestness is a law of the
Kingdom of Heaven, for only those who
are of that type succeed n entering its

. The violent, said Christ, take *he
Kingdom of Heaven by force, pressing
forward with the eagerness of people
who are afraid the gates will be shut
before they reach them. It needs all
this eagerness to attain salvation, and
“if the righteons scarcely be saved
where shall the ungodly and the sinner
stand 1"

It is becanse of all this need that
Evangelism in special services is a
good thing. Many of our communities
both in city and country, while emin-
ently respectable and moral, lose en-
thusiasm in religion and even in poli-
tics till a series of meetings stirs up
the latent feelings and powers into ac-
tive energy once again. It is in this
way that the interest in these things is
renewed. 1 like the old word ‘revival’
as applied to these evangelistic meet-
ings because the primary purpose is to
awaken Christian people that through
them the unsaved may be reached.

Revivals of religion in the days of the
Old Testament were marked by tre
mendous enthusiasm and they held
back the oft-times approaching disas
ters that threatened the people of
Ierael. The same thing has been proven
true in our modern day. It is gener-
ally conceded by the most exact histor-
jans that England in the 18th Century
was nearer to the edge of Revolution

than was France but the wonderful
evangelistic movement under Wesley
and Whitefield effected a reformation

which seved the country from calam-
ity.

If a revolution is a delayed reforma-
tion and if, as Carlyle says, it costs
too much to have French revoluticn
strike on the horolegue of time to tell
the world what o'clock it is, then, by
all means, let us have the evangelistic
movements and the reformations.

The Presbvterian Church has always
been cautious about encouraging mere
porary religious T t lest un-
der epidemic influences people should
imagine and profess a faith which they
did not in reality possess. She has
never recognized the right of anyone to
“fall from gace” and feaved lest,
through persons makmg profession when
they had ni root in themselves, their
own lives and the cause of true religion
would suffer injury. But the Presbyter
jan Church has always been veady to
recognize the value of real movements
thet make for righreousness; and be-
ocause in our dav materialism and world-
liness have been threatening to destroy
the noblest aspirations of humanity, our
Church has rightly seen the wisdom of
mobilizing the fomes of God to with-
stand the enemy. As the warships of
some great nation’s fleet are called
together to make « demonstration in
some direction to give visibility to hor
power and overawe the invader, so the
simultaneous evangelistic movement in
a city or state demonstrates the power

ionally that he is in the work for
the money there is in it. Th'' is a line
of argument that has practi ally lost
ita point in connection with ‘| - regular
ministry because it is positively known
now that men of education and ability
could make much more money in other
directions than in the pastorate. But
this eriticism is being revived in re-
gard to the occamonal evangelist,
Where it comes from crities unfriendly
to the cause it is not so serious, though
we shonld “walk in wisdom towards
those who are without,” but where it
comes in the way of warning from
friends attention should be paid to #

Where the statement is made that
these evamgelistic movements are under
the general direction of a hnsiness man
ager or management it should not be_re-
garded as a serious thing no matter by
whom made. All our congrezations have
business managers hecanse every organ-
ization needs businees control and uid-
ance. If evangelists are to give them
selves unreservedly to the ministry of
the word of God some one else must
serve the tables of business in conneec-
tion with their work. Arrangements
must be made for meetings and the
evangeliet has to live in circumstances
that will enable him to bear the etrain
of his wearing toil. There can be po
honest objection made to all this, nor
to the reasonable efforts made throngh
the prees to make the meetings known
and keep them hefore the public. But
there ought to be some way of answering
the statement that the evangelist is re-
ceiving amounts unreasonably greater
than he ought to get. It ought to be
admitted by every fair minded person
that he ehofld receive more for a etat-
ed period than one who is steadily em-
ployed, as in the pastorate, because the
work of the evangelist cannot in the na-
ture of things be constant. But it ap-
pears to many friends of the work that
the Church as a whole through its evan-
gelistic committee ehonld etand behind
the evangelist with a certain fixed an-
nual amount for his services, and that
the offerings of the people, after paying
local expensee, ehould go in the Gen-
eral Assembly’s Committee. This would
free the evangelist from anxiety as to
his support and at the eame time would
make it poseible to have services in
places where the people conld not pos-
sibly be expected to do much financially.
It would do away with the demand for
a guarantee which handicaps the meet-
ings from the start, wherever it is made,
and it would enable local pastors to ap-
peal to the people to support the work
rather than pay the evangelist for his
services.

There are many who are eo deeply
convinced of the value of evangeliem
that they believe the General Assembly
should establish it as a distinet depart-
ment with a fund to which the whole
church should contribute as a stated
thing; and to which the people in com-
munities where eervices are held should
give their free-will offeringe in the
meetings.

At the recent meeting of London Pres.
bytery a motion brought in by the Re
J. G. Inkster, and seconded by the Re..
Dr. McDonald, “that this Preshytery is
in favor of the great prineipie of organic
union,” received the hearty support of
the members present.

DOUKHOBORS MAKING PROGRESS

The last report of the Canadian In-
terlor Department gives an encouraging
p of the prog the Doukhob
are now making. It will be remembered
that 9,000 of these Russian refugees
found new homes in the Canadian
Northwest eight years ago.

At first they attempted there the
same fanatical religious practices which
had made them obnoxious to the Rus-
sian Go ernment, though the chief rea
son why the Russians persecuted them
was that they utterly refused to per
form military service, Some of thp lead-
ers who incited the Canadian immi-
grants to sally forth naked to meet their
Lord and to violate *Lie law in other
ways are now in iussne asylums and
others are in prisoa. fhe muss of the
people have settled down and are al-
ready classed among the best OCana-
dian farmers,

No westerr. settlors are more industri.
ous, frugal, thrifty and reat than they
and they are beginning to be held in
much  respeet. The Government has
made them one great concession. It
does mot require them actually to live
on the homesteads which they have
taken up.

They prefer the communal life and in
foet they Lold a!ll their possessions to
be the common properry of their sect.
The families are opposed to living isola-
ted on their farms and so they me
grouped together in forty-eight villages
strung along in a northeast and south-
west direction from the neighborhood
of Yorkton in eustern Saskatchewan to
the northwes‘ern corner of Manitoba, a
distance of about 100 miles.

About 800 of them have become natur-
alized citizens, but many are siill hold-
ing back, as they hesitate to take the
oath of a.ll\;uum- ‘The Govermnment is
oot giving them any trouble over this
little matter, us the prospeols are that
the next genera‘ion will become thor
oughly fused in the population.

The ochgnrge that has come over the
Doukhobors is not due to the imprison-
ment of their crazy leaders, Lut to the
great influence over them of one muan,
Nastasia Venguine, vho kept his head
when most of the leaders were going
crazy and giving the Goverunent no
end of trouble. His people «all him
Father Veriguine and their vhief town
has been named sfter him and appears
on the Government maps as Veregin,

This leader has evolved most of
plans that the farmers have carried
Large granaries have been built in «\r'r(
village and the wheat from their farms
is stored in them 1till the iiarket condi-
tione pre most favorable fr  gellirg.
Schoolhouses have heen built in many
of the villager and the ahildrer pursue
their studies both in the English and
in the Russian lanzuages,

. e

Tt is «ypected nex' year *o complote
the connection of all the villages hy
telephone and to have a schoglhounse in
every centre of population, The harvest
of 1906 was especially abundsnt and
$35.000, a part of the momey received
for tha erop, was expended in the ereo-
tion of flour mills for the ~ommunity.

All the money goes ints the common
treasurv and late in the fall agents of
the people go to Winnipeg and buy at
wholesale supplies of all kinds that are
taken tn Veregin and distributed to the
families in each village sceordine to
their needs. Dcubtless commmnnism ia
now being practised by the Doukhobors
on a lsawer scale than it ever was be.
fore on this contirent.

Many of them still harness thamselves
to plonghs becanse they think it s
vicked to make the animals wrk On
the whole h they are a h
and a thriving people who are doing
their fu'l <hare in the develonment of
the country.




