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David and Gollath.

S. 8. Lesson.  August 9, 1903

1 Sam. 17 ¢ 38-49.

GorpeN Texr 1 God be for us, who can be

wainst us ?—Rom. 8 : 31

LY RLV. PROF. JORDAN, D.D,, KINGSTON, ONT,

Connecting Links—Ch, 16 : 14-23 relates
Duvid’s introduction to the court of Saul and
his appointment as armor-bearer.  Ia ch,
17 ¢ 1-3 we have a new invasion of the Phil-
1stines, who encamped on the western slope
of the valley of Elah, while the Israelitish
army oceupied the eastern slope.  The daily
defiance of Israel by Goliath s described in
17 411, Ch. 17t 12 31 explains how
David cime to the camp. In the lesson
passage we come to the famous meeting of
David with the giant Golath, verses 3237
giving the remarkable interview  between
David aud King Saul,

1. David’s Armor, 38-40.

9. Armced David with his arme
ou Rev.  Ver lad Dawid  with his
apparel” A peeuliar kind of coat is meant,
worn under the armor, t the sword
was tasiened, v. 39. C ! literally
“coat of scales,” that is, etal plates
mterlinked and overlapping like the scales of
a fish, It was made of brass (v. 5), iron
(Rev. u: y), and even gold, and covered the
back, breast and shoulders. Hud not proved
it.  Having never worn armor, he did not
Liow what a hinde it would be to one
not accustomed to it.  Dawid put them off
him ; wisely preferring more fannliar weap-
cos. God wanted David to go into the
Lattle lightly armed, trusting to Him rather
r coats of mai.

; “*his club,” a very effec.
to this day, One of David’s
soldiers used it sucecssfully against an Ezyp-
tian champlon.  (Sec 2 Sam. 23 : 21) Five
smooth stones., He showed his prudence in
providing five in case one or two shoald fail.
Smooth Round, w worn stones were
selecied bec
the mark
ance in the bre
bod 10 which th
In a shepherd
L.y for carry
In modern P

than to weapon
Vi 4o 1

e weapon

¢ ; that is, the dry stream
brook ran in rainy weather,

ons Or ammunition
the serinis madc out of
a kid’s skin siripped whole from the carcase,
tar ved and ¢ from the shoulders by
strap.. Sling 3 a well-known and dangerous
weapon, and usually consisting of a prece of
leather with short strings atiached to its
opposite sides and a stone wnserted.  In
batt!e the siones were either carried in a bag
by the slinger, or piled at his feet. ( For
exper slingers, see Judg, 20 :16.)
1I. David’s Conifidence. 42+47.

Vs. 41, 42, The Philistine ; Goliath, a
giant of Gaih, nin cight inches high,
counting a cubit ac eghicen inchess He
probably belonged () the anctent race of the
Anadim, some of whom found refuge in
G.zay Gath and Ashdod, whien ticy were
drven by Josiua from the mountains of
Judah, Josh. 11: 21, 22. ‘I'nat bare the
snield ; hs armor-bearer, who carnied e
greal snield, gathered up the artuws huiled
o gamst bis ehicf, und slew those struck down
by b Disdained bim. See Prov. 16 : 18,
Bat a youth ; looking younger than he really

wus, on account of his fair complexion.
Ruddy. Compare ch, 16 : 12,

Vs 43, 49. AmTadog?
dogs are greatly despised, being y
worthless and without owners. With staves ;
weapons apparently so unfit for the occasion.
His gods. These Goliath pitted against
Jehovah. Give thy flesh. To have one's
body dishonored after death and left a prey
to the birds and beasts, was a fate much
dreaded even by the bravest warriors.

Vs 45-47.  With a shield ; Rev. Ver. “a
javelie,” a kind of spear tor throwing. The
Lord of hosts. In this title the whole uni-
verse, including the earth, suh, moon and
stars, is represented as a vast army of which
God is the leader, The God of the armies of
Israel. The Almighty fights with His people.
Will the Lord deliver thee ? Goliath trusted
in his huge spear, David in almighty God.
That all the earih may know ; including the
heathen who worshipped false Gods. (Com-
pare t Kings 18: 36; 2 Kings 19: 19,) A
God in Israel ; who can give the deliverance
wiich false gods cannot give. Assembly ;
the two armies camped on the opposite
hei hts Not with sword and spear.  (Com-
pare ch. 2: 1-10; 14: 6; Ps. 33:16-20;
44:68; Hos. 1 :7;Zech, 4:6; 1 Cor. 1:
27, 28, The bawle is the Lord’s. Those
for whom He fights are certain of victory,

1l David's Victory, 48, 49.

Vs. 48, 49.  Hasted and ran.  He thus
showed his courz ze, and besides gained force
for his throw. Sank into his forchead.
“Goliath's brazen helmet was either without
2 for the forchead, or clse this part
was removed as he went forward to the con-
flict.” Feil upon his tace. He was running,
and was bending forward when the stone
struck and stunned him.

Vs. 5054 relate the slaying ot the Philis-
tine with his own sword, the panic of the
Poilistine army, and theirr pursuit by the
Liraelites as Lur as Gath,
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Psalm 103 : 135, 16.

“As for man, his days are as grass ; as a
flower of the field so he flourisheth ; for the
wind passeth over it, and it is gone ; and the
place thereof sha!l know it no more.”

David was probably an old man when he
wiote this song of praise. As a flower—a
beautiful Aower—so he had flourished. But
he knew that the wini would soon pass over
it, and it wouid be gone, and the place that
had known him so long would know him
again no more,

But there is scarcely a minor note as he
touches these undeniable facts. These two
verses come in between the tender pity and
considerateness of his Father, and the ever-
lastingness of the mercy and righteousness of
his Gud.  They are placed rather as artisiic
shadows, throwing out into magnificent relief
the realities of personal love before and of
covenant faithfulness that follow,

This passage may be studied along with
Psalm 102: 2428. Italso fits beautifully
with lsa. 40: 6-8, and 1 Peter 1: 2315,
But in order to get the Divine glory of these
antitheses, we need to take time to sit at
Christ's feet, and t- receive His own teache
ing of His word,

How to Conduct Fanily Worship,

UY THE RLV. CHAKLES BROWN,

The statement of the problem assumcs
that the praciice of family worship still exits,
1If rumor is to be trusted, however, there are
very many Lomes, where the parents are |
fessedly Christian, in which this most wh
some and  helpful  custom
abandoned.

Many reasons are urged in explanation or
excuse; but when they are all  wfied
thoroughly, the result appears to be that it is
extreme!v 'difficult to maintain the custom
Let us admit that at once, and then lct us
determine that the difficulty shall be over-
come ; that for the sake of our children, cur
servants, and ourselves there shall Lo the
acknowledgement of God, the directing of
the thou bt to him as the Giver of ail 2 0d,
the comaitial of the life to His guidance
and authority in family worship. A custom
which is iuvaluable in its influence on our
howe life is worth some costly efiirt o
preserve, and most not be allowed 1o be
vanquisied by difficuity.

Overcoming Difficulties.

There may be difficulty in getting all the
members of the household together at the
beginuing of the day, Then those who can
should be gathered, and those who cannot
should be lovingly remerabered in prayer. It
may be that the evening is a more favorable
time for united family worship: If all can
be there then, let that be the hour,  There
may be homes where it 1s literally impossible
for all to meet daily, Then once or twice a
week, on Saturday or Sunday, let the worship
be held:  Mr. Spurgeon’s custom for many
years was to have {amily worship, at which
all mgmbers of the household and vi
were gathere!, at six J'clock on Saturday
evening.  In this, as in most matters, the
old adage holds: *“*Where there’s a will,
there's a way,”

Conducting the Home Service.

Realising the blessing of the houschold
which may come through family worshi,, we
proceed to consider the problem stated ot tie
hicad of this paper. The first necessity is a
prepared spirt.  All should have this, of
cousse, but the person who conducis the
worship must have it if the worship is to Le
profitable,  Methods will differ with dufferent
people—they arc not unimportant, but the
spint is toe chicf thing, The priest of the
household must have compassion, and he
must have sympathetic consideration  of
every members of the home, down o the
youngest child or servant.  The passages of
Sctipture should be carefully chosen and as
carefully read. They should not be too
long. From ten to fifieen verses gencrally
are suliicient, A word or two in explanation
of a d t senlence, or connecting the
readiog with that of the previous day, may
ofien be given, or the chief lesson of the
passage way be pointed oute It is not well
to go straight through the Bible. Many parts
of 1t are neither suntable nor interesting for
readuny Lo chuidren, and the object of the
readings should be to interest and to profit,
Whetever possible, it is good to have a
bywin in which all may join—a hywn of
thunksyiving and praise,

Beware of Insincerity.

But 1ot there be reality in prayer.  Let us
mean what we say and say what we woan,
Let us ask in **good faith, nothing waver-
ing.”  lusmcenty i prayer is soon detected
by men, and ‘s an abowmination unio the
Lord. It is sadly possibly for family prayer
and grace before meat to degereratd into a
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