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and confirm a point which the Preacher wiihes to

explain or inforce •, but all appearance of oftenta-

tion fhould be avoided. Divifions are not always

ncceflary ; yet fome fuhjeAs cannot he handled with

pcrfpicuity and advantage, without them •, but if

they are too much multiplied, they will we^lccn

the force of a difcourfe, and perplex the Jieafcrs.
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Sermons written in the carlief'period of life, are

generally florid, an4 imagination predominates,

rather than judgment. If a Clergyman, when ad-

vanced in years, would tranfcribe fome of his early

compofitions y retrenching what is fuperfluous, al-

tering the arrangement and texture where nccef-

fary, and throwing in what his maturer judgment,

hfs enlarged ideas, and exadcr knowledge of 'I

human nature, can now fupply, he would probabl^

find benefit from it. The fallics of youth would

be corrected *, and enough of its fire retained, to

enliven and warm what might otherwife partake of

the coldnefs of age. I have known this method

praftifed with equal advantage to the Preacher, and

tp his congregation*

In general, thofe Sermons may be deemed the

beft, which fpeak carneftly and aflFe^ionately to

the heart, a!s well as to the underftanding-—which

bring home religion, the truths of the Gofpel, to

the confcience.—and which, through the undEr"'

ftanding andjudgment, feize the heart, and turn it,

with it5 aflfedUons, on the fide of duty and religion,
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