
th«« dwampo nml iimi>iips of MeHopotftnilA, which hn<l horn forniP*!

hy slow i«Tluiim«ii>n from thi" mch hy ihi- tl«'|K>sitH htoMnht ihtwii

by tl. ) Euphmti'H iiml Tinii^ Hen- tho Hiiuu-tliinH Hrtthnl down

nnd coiniiienc€'<l H life of lnl«.iioiix toil. 'I'ht'y thin oiinaU, th<>y

driMi thi- HWiiiii|)M, th<>y n-nniitcd the livi-is, tiit-y cultivattil thu

noil; thf'ir t«'nt.s wfif f<ill<>wiil l>y uniilhiuiM's, anil to thiw sw-

eeiHlwl Niin-dritMl, iind Ht«>-l>uMn>d hiickx, icmi-ntf ' logHhiT in

«u>lid wnlls by ni(>lt»>n bitunn-n. I'ndcr tin- bliKht of thi Turk

HtiA his HtrnnKP '">d b«< kwaitl rtliKion. M«'s<>|K)tJiniiii in now n

land of nrid wind and jHwtifi'ioiiH NwanipN. I'n.U'r the liandn of

thp SnmerlHnM M<'Koi)ot<vn»ia whn, scvpti or eiKht tho'-sand years

HKo, the nioHt fruitful plarc on thi- cin

Now I nniHl tell you how we <-onie to know any iR alnnit

these Sumerians. Our knowltdne eonn'H no\ i.t ilrst ...nd from

translntinir a certain part of the libnir;. < T Sa: .anapalus, (tKIH

B2<J B.C.), erroneously spoken of as the last Kuiu of Assyria, who

yim may remember was form< ' sai.l in i- .istaries, on the

authority of Ctesias. to have bii hinjself >. ith his wives and

treasures when the Medis and Persians took N'iiiivch. Ihit all

that account of him was in(Drnci He died as he lived—a ^'leat

KlnK— in 025 or «20 n.C. •• Nimvcli, which Sardanapalus had

nuide the capital of Assyria in tr*) ».("., fell in (»«, taken by the

Medes, \mder KinR Cyaxares, assisted by the Kin^ of Babylon,

probably the father of Nebuchadne/zar. The records of Sarda-

napalus are written on clay tiles. They contain an account of

the Siunerians, composed l)y the Chaldean priests, line l>y line in

the Sumerian and Semitic lan}?>iages, in the cuneiform character,

written alxnit 2»«)<) H.C.. aliout the time of Abraham. The Su-

nierinn tongue had already nearly died o\it, and hence the priests

hiul tl Uanslate it into the Semitic lanj," .i(,'e to preserve it on

record. The Sumerians, like the Mexicans on the arrival of

Cortes, wrote at first by sketches or |)icture.s. apparently on some

vegetable substance. With this picliue-writing you are familiar

in the hieroglyphics of the Kptyptians, who used this form of

writing at a nnich later date. The ey>iiii)le of pictures instead

of what we call writing which etym.iioj{ically means sc.atching

—is best known to you in the picture-bibles nsed in Europe foi'

p<>ople that could not read. The Sumerians next used clay tiles,

instead of paper, parchment, or iiny ither sidistitute, probably

in ordei- to obtain permanent r< i ords. Writing on sfnie. which

was certainly carried to gnvit perfect inii unu r Hi<iiiiniu-.il«i, .uul

which we still' practice, would have lieen (tifticuU in .South Mcno-

potiimia owing to the al)sence of stone. It soon liecame conve-

nient in practice to convert the outline of pictuies into straight

lines in dilTerent combinations, which m.iy ha been stamped,

(ind not scnitdicil. tnlo thv sof- ;!ny, so that the original picture


