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described in this Journal. Leaving the fort on June 11, 1847, 
he reached La pierre House three days later. On the 18 th he 
embarked with his men in the Pioneer, a stout river-boat built 
at Lapierre for the expedition, and set forth to the westward, 
his wife remaining at Lapierre. Murray’s object was to build a 
post on the Yukon, a practicable route to which had been dis
covered three years before by Chief Trader John Bell. Bell, 
after exploring Peel river in 1839, and building Fort McPher
son in 1840, had crossed the mountains to what was then known 
as Rat river—later named Bell, in honour of its discoverer. 
Descending this stream to its junction with a larger river known 
as the Porcupine, he explored the latter to some where about the 
present international boundary—three days’ journey down 
stream. This was in 1842. Two years afterward he completed 
his exploration of the Porcupine to its mouth. The natives 
informed him that the great river into which the Porcupine 
emptied was called the Yukon—or Youcon, as the traders 
spelled it. As a result of this journey, it was decided to estab
lish a poet on the Yukon, near the mouth of the Porcupine, and, 
as already mentioned, Murray was entrusted with this impor
tant task.

Descending Bell river to the Porcupine, Murray reached the 
Yukon, June 25, and, after some difficulty, found a suitable 
site for his fort, about three miles above the mouth of the Por
cupine, on the east bank of the Yukon. Thenceforward his 
journal is devoted to a detailed narrative of the building of Fort 
Yukon, and the visits of parties of Indians from up and down 
the river. Of these he offers us a lively description, and seems 
to have missed no opportunity of quest iming them as to the 
character of their country, the fur-beari' and other animals 
found there, and the language, ma: ors and customs of 
the inhabitants—all of which is duly corded in his journal. 
After spending the winter at Fort .on, Murray left June 
5, 1848, for Lapierre House, with i o ‘returns’ of the new 
establishment. He rejoined his wife at Lapierre House, June 
23, having been absent a little over a year.

Here his present journal ends, but a few words may be 
added as to his subsequent career, for which, aa well as for the 
particulars of his life previous to the Yukon journey, the


