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CANADA AND THE WAR

Kogimcnt ramc l>y, niul n dcaftMiing ohevr iiirt the rrgi-

inent—a cheer that wuh ro|)catcil uguiii and again when
it wnx Hccn that there were in the rnnltM a large niimlH'r

of recruitH in mufti. All over Canada there wan the Mame

onthuHiaHui. Financial depreHHion wan forgotten, and

even (wrty feeling-- |M>liticM play a large part in Canadian

life—waH laid anide, and the i>copie of Canada Mtood

united like one man, animated with one Hole object, to

* Hee the thing through '.

The we»' known Canadian writer 'Ralph Connor'

gave utteran.c to the HentimentH of the i)eopIe when he

Haid :

There in no truce, nor can Im?, No ))eacc Ih poHHihIc.

Two HctH of );rincipleH are in death gripH—force an

an ompire-buildet !<jBtainHt the will of a free iK'opie,

juHtice aH an international arbiter aH agaiuMtthe Hword
of the mighty, internaticmai honour an an eternal

obligation ratner than aw a mere temporary conveni-

ence. These thingM make iwace imixwhible, an<l thent^

things make war worth while What, then, in Canada'H
inmiediate duty ? It ntandn as clear as the morning
Hun above the prairie rim. The Empire stands to-day
for liberty, justice, honour among nations and men,
and Canada stands with the Empire for these. It is

no longer a question of a colony giving support to

the motherland. We have gone far past that. It is

a question of whether Canada shall stand with free

nations who believe in government by free choice,

justice among nations, honour as an eternal obligation,

und with her last man and her last dollar tight for

these things that determine a nation's character and
its place in hi<§tory. 1 repeat that it is no longer

a question of aiding the motherland in a Kght for

national or empire existence. Canada is herself a nation

with a proud sense of nationhood. Canada's future is

involved in this conflict, and with every instinct of her

national soul and with every throb of her national

life she hates and opposes the spirit, the ideals, the
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