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And here may I pause to repeat what I believe will yet prove to 
be one of the most remarkable prophecies in all history. The ori
ginal lines were written in Latin, 200 years ago, by the author of 
the “ Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard.” Happily, they 
have been translated into excellent English verse. I give their mes
sage to you, brave people of Britain, as something to which I believe 
you may look with confidence:

“ The time will come, when thou shalt lift thine eyes 
“ To watch a long-drawn battle in the skies,
“ While aged peasants, too amazed for words,
“Stare at the flying fleets of wond’rous birds.
“England, so long the mistress of the sea,
“ Where winds and waves confess her sovereignty,
“ Her ancient triumphs yet on high shall bear 
“ And reign, the sovereign of the conquered air”

In the last great war the national pride of Canada was fired 
by the exploits of the Canadian Corps. When the present war 
came, we set about creating a new army which we were determined 
would rival the old. Canada's new army, I think I may say, is as 
well known in many parts of Britain as it is in Canada. Since my 
arrival, I have been proud to hear on all sides that the Canadian 
Corps, under General McNaughton's command, is as fine as any 
military unit in Britain.

In addition to the two operational divisions in the Corps, there 
are, in this country, many thousands of Canadian troops, including 
a tank brigade and an infantry division which have recently arrived. 
Before the year is out we shall send over still another division—this 
one, an armoured division.

You all know how eager our Canadian soldiers are for action 
against the enemy. I cannot make too clear that the policy of the 
Canadian government is to have our troops serve in those theatres 
where, viewing the war as a whole, it is believed their services will 
count most. The Canadian people are proud that to-day our men 
are among the defenders of the very heart of the free world.

And here let me express my thanks for the hospitable way in 
which our Canadians have been received into your hearts and homes. 
The Canadian forces in your midst arc at once the symbol of the 
unity of our cause, and the most precious evidence we can give of 
our wholehearted support.

Magnitude of Britain’s Task

One purpose I had in my present visit to Britain was to gain, 
from the point of vantage which Britain affords, a truer picture of 
the world conflict than is possible anywhere else. I am more than 
ever convinced that the dangers we face together are world-wide 
dangers. The very existence of this island is threatened. At Suez
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