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[Viscount Sandon.]
these men were quite healthy when
they went out, their health deteriorated
when they were still quite young—perhaps
in their thirties or early forties. They
contribute to a pensions’ and orphans’
fund, but if that has to be called upon
early, the provision is not much use to
keep them as they ought to be kept for
for the prestige of the service. When
such men are invalided in the thirties
or forties, they ought to receive special
consideration. ~Some of them are
married and have children, and it 18 up
to the Secretary of State to persuade
the Treasury to institute a system of
marriage and children allowances in
series, to meet these cases, in order that
the children of such men should not be
let down and should be properly
educated. Provision ought to be made
tc meet the cases of men, whose health
has been ruined at a comparatively early
age in the service of the Colonies, and
who thought, quite reasonably, that they
might look forward to retiring at 50 or 60
or a pension which would be adequate
to keep them and their families in 2
reasonable way. It is not to the credit
of the service and is morally indefensible
that people should be turned out of it,
broken in health, when they are still
quite young, without proper provision,

and I think it is for the Secretary of -

State and for the Colonial Office to take
a personal interest in them and to see
that they are fixed up in some other
employment and that their children are
safeguarded.

We should not have men of thirty or
forty whose health has been broken by
service in our Colonies and dependencies
looking for work and finding it difficult
to obtain work, owing to their age and
to their lack of business training and the
Colonial Office doing nothing to help.
These are the people we ought to encour-
age. They are the people who ought to
have children ; they are the ones we want
to propagate from ; they are the people
who have made the British Empire, who
are making it and who will make it in
the future, and we do not want to put
any difficulty in their way as regards
marrying and having children and to
ymke it a gamble for them. I would
impress on the Secretary of State that
1t is important to give this matter his
earnest consideration. I know the high
regard which the right hon. Gentleman
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has for the Colonial Service, and I be-
lieve he is not the man to allow these
men to be let down.

Lieut.-Colonel McDONNELL : I believe
many of the troubles which we are now
encountering in this country are due to
the fact that ours is probably the most
densely populated country in the world,
and I believe the solution of our difficul-

ties lies in the development of our over- }
seas Empire. If there is a silver lining to |

the black cloud which has been over us
for some time, it is that it has made us
realise the necessity of co-operating with
our Dominions and developing our
Colonies. In the last 20 years, the
Dominions have definitely taken their
places as free self-governing nations
among the nations of the world, and
during that same period it has become
apparent that we must develop our Crown
Colonies. In order to do that, we are
dependent upon the increase of population
and the provision of further transport
facilities. The problems which face the
Dominions Office and those which face the
Crown Colonies Office are entirely dif-
ferent. The functions of the Dominions
Office are almost entirely diplomatioc,
whereas the functions of the Crown
Colonies Office are nothing more or less
than administrative—almost, if one might
say so, bureaucratic. 'When the Govern-
ment decided to separate the Dominions
Office from the Crown Colonies Office,
they did so more in theory than in prac-
tice. The only tangible change ap-
parently was the appointment of another

Under-Secretary of State for the
Dominions.

1 submit that the problems with which
we have to deal in our Dominions and
Colonies are of such importance that the
Dominions Office and the Crown Colonies
Office each deserves to have a full-time
Minister. I do not think one can
possibly over-emphasise that point. I
think it is unfair: to place on the
shoulders of one man responsibility for
the affairs of the Dominions as well as
for the affairs of the Crown Colonies.
If it is necessary, as undoubtedly it is,
to have a Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs to maintain good relations
between this country and foreign
countries, it is even more important to
have a Minister who is responsible for,
and is charged with, the waintenance of
diplomatic relations between the six
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British self-governing nations and this
country. We have a British League
of Nations in the seven. self-governing
British nations and, surely,- it i
important that it - should be held
together whatever else happens. It is
certainly the greatest factor for world
peace.
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This country, as the senior partner in
the British firm, was perfectly right in
arranging originally for Imperial Con-
ferences to be held from time to time
in this eountry. The only way in which
the Dominions and this country can
co-operate for the mutual advantage of
all is for us to get a real understanding
of the difficulties which have to be faced
in the various parts of the Empire.
Those difficulties are so diverse that it
is only by meeting together and discuss-

t ing them that we can each realise what
' are the troubles which have to be faced

elsewhere. If it is important, and if it
serves. an excellent purpose—as it un-
doubtedly does—to have Imperial Con-
ferences in this country from time to
time, it is equally important that the
Secretary of State for the Dominions,
whenever he gets an opportunity, should
visit the Dominions. @ One can always
understand and gain a general idea of
the difficulties which exist in the
Dominions, but I do not think that even
a man of the ability of the present
Secretary of State can make himself con-
versant with all the details of the diffi-
culties in the Dominions simply by
hearsay, and he ought to go and see what
these troubles are on the spot. It is the
only way in which to get a real idea
of the difficulties to be encountered.

Therefore I submit that the office of
Secretary of State for the Dominions
ought to be a whole-time job. In addi-
tion to what I may call, our own Imperial
family diplomatic affairs, he must
collaborate with the Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs on matters of
Imperial foreign policy, and I think the
job is big enough for one man. Again,
the office of Secretary of State for the
Crown Colonies seems to me to be a
whole-time job in itself. I do mnot think
the people of this country realise that the
Secretary of State for the Crown Colonies
18 the bureaucratic administrator . of
nearly 2,600,000 square miles and
50,000,000 people. Only ‘a small proportion
of our Crown Colonies have any real
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form of self-government, as we under-
stand it, and not only is the Secretary
of Btate for the Crown Colonies directly
responsible for political administration,
but he is also responsible for the in-
stallation, maintenance and operation of
practically all public utilities and
services such as railways and all forms
of transportation. Furthermore, he is
responsible for the Government medical
services which, in many parts of Africa,
are the only medical services available.

I think it has become more and more
clear to those interested in the develop-
ment of our Crown Colonies that that
development depends on two things—
population and transport. Population,
again, depends upon the medical and
sanitary services which the Government
is able to instal and maintain in those
countries. While the Colonial Office has
encouraged the Crown Colonies, from
time to time, to put in and maintain
public utilities and to develop transporta-
tion and so forth at their own expense,
we in this country have done little more
than encourage them and give them
authority to spend their own money.

Mr. J. JONES: Like West Ham.

Lieut.-Colonel McDONNELL: I think
one of the great difficulties in the way
of the proper co-ordination of the
technical services in the Colonies is that
our organisation in the Colonial Office
has mnot grown concurrently with the
development of those various services in
the Colonies themselves. The organisa-
tion to-day in the Colonial Office is very
much the same as it was in the days of
Joseph (Chamberlain. The time has
come when there should be some form of
reorganisation. The Colonial Office is
divided into territorial departments, the
officers in charge of the various depart-
ments being responsible either for
separate Colonies or groups of Crown
Colonies, but those officers, excellent
men as they are, and skilled as they are
in dealing with political administration,
are also called upon to deal with every
sort of technical subject. Questions are
referred to them for decision by the
Qolonies about railways and road
development, public works, posts .and
telegraphs, education, medical services,
and so forth. No man can possibly give
really intelligent advice on those subjects
unless he has had the advantage of




