$150 shotinthe arm

by Janice Bloomfield

tudents in Dalhousie's
S Dental and Medical facul-

ties are being strongly
advised to purchase vcaccina-
tion against hepatitis — advice
which adds $150 to a student
budget.

Although only surgical stu-
dents in the medical faculty
must take the vaccine, 100 per
cent of the dental and over 50 per
cent of the medical students at
Dal have chosen this precaution.
And shouldn't they? As one stu-
dent put it, "People are always
talking about AIDS, but the risk
is much higher with hepatitis.”

Hepatitis B is a virus which
invades the bloodstream and
other body fluids. It causes a loss
of functioning liver cells, result-
ing in fever, fatigue, loss of appe-
tite, headaches, muscle pains,
and chills. With the onset of
jaundice, the fever goes, but con-
valescence continues over sev-
eral months with fatigue,
tenderness of the liver, and feel-
ings of irritability, despondency,
and lack of ambition — risks a
student can ill afford.

This places the medical com-
munity at an espcially high risk.
Dentists’ high-speed tools cause
an “aerosol” effect, their name for

the mist formed from people’s
saliva. And since a dentist’s
mouth, nose, and eyes are positi-
oned close to a potential carrier’s
the virus could easily be trans-
ferred by this means. Staff in
hemodialysis units, physicians,
nurses, and medical-laborotory
workers more often come in con-
tact through infected blood.

But health insurance in Nova
Scotia does not cover these vac-
cinations. Dr. Wayne Sullivan,
Director of Community Health
for Nova Scotia, says, "Hepatitis is
an occupational hazard. The
hepatitis vaccine is to the medi-
cal profession what hard hats are
for construction.” Provincial
health coverage provides
immunization only against dis-
eases which affect all individu-
als equally.

But this still doesn't help stu-
dents. Merck-Sharp and Dohme,
producers and distributors of the
vaccine serum, are determined
to retrieve all that they and their
shareholders had at risk during
research (the serum only came
out in the late 1970s).

Although there are whispers
of adding the vaccine into med
school tuition, Dr. D. Cunningham
of dentistry believes vaccination
should be voluntary. As he says,
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Ilvorklng around dead
bodies lately? Get your shots.

“there’s always that chance' of
maybe. Even with a carrier, one
might not catch it.” Nonetheless,
he is quite pleased with the 100
per cent response of dental stu-
dents to a voluntary vaccination
program he began two years ago.

OTTAWA (CUP| — A return to
student activism was the clarion
call that ushered in Carleton
University's Beth Brown as the
new chair of the Canadian Feder-
ation of Students.

“There has been a concern that
CFS is not having an ongoing
impact on public opnion and
that's because there hasn't been
enough work done to get the
public on-side” said Brown,
elected at the 13th semi-annual
general meeting of the CFS on
November 18.

‘I don't think protests neces-
sarily alienate the public.I think
they show them we are commit-
ted and they tell them which
issues are key to students,” said
Brown.

Brown, a former council vice-
president at Carleton University
and vice-chair of the Ontario
Federation of Students, defeated
five other candidates at the
meeting.

“You have to be brave enough
to say to our government, ‘What
you are doing to PSE is wrong and
you must bring it in line with
our vision,” said Brown, who was
CFS campaign coordinator last
year.

Brown's attitude seems in line
with anumber of motions passed
at the meeting calling for ‘grass-

CESactivales

roots’ action at university and
college campuses. The organiza-
tion plans to hold a National

Week of Action in January
which will include:
* A postcard campaign

demanding that federal money
given to the provinces for PSE be
spent on PSE;

* A day of mourning on which
students will be encouraged to
wear black armbands to mourn
the state of PSE in Canada;

* A one-hourboycott of classes
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on
January 19, 1988.

Brown went neck-and-neck
with Gavin Humphreys, vice-
president external of the Univer-

sity of Guelph Graduate
Students’ Union, and five ballots
were taken before a clear winner
emerged.

Brown won the tight race on
what some call her sensitivity to
regional concerns and others
call her lack of commitment to
one national voice for students.

‘I have a lot of regionally-
based support. I've made a lot of
friends in the Atlantic, for
instance, through CFS, and [ am
seen as sensitive to their con-
cerns,” said Brown. “I believe in
strong regional representation
feeding into a strong national
representation.”

Now open at the Bayers Road
Shopping Center 455-5699

Where is the Bootlegger”

We told you last time what a Bootlegger is, and now
that you know that we’re not in the booze business, we
thought we’d get you to come out and take a look at
our store. It’s absolutely crammed with great looking
denim and casual wear. Great names like Seafarer,
R.W. Brody, Pelican Cove, Code Bleu, and Levi.

But to get there, you have to know where the store is.

Our first Halifax store has just opened in Bayers

Road Shopping Center. To give you a little extra

incentive to wander out and look us over, we're going
to give away knap sacks to the first 400 people who
bring this coupon out to the store. That still doesn’t
solve the problem of finding the other “bootlegger,”
but at least if youdo find one you’ll have something to

put your six pack in.
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| Bring this Coupon into the Bootlegger store at Bayers |
| Road Shopping Center, Halifax. The first 400 people* to |
| bring in a coupon get a free knap sack. }
F *You won't have to yodel or tap dance or anything dumb |
| to get your knap sack. The only limitation we’ll make is [
| that there will be a limit of one knap sack per person. |
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FREEKNAPSACK
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