Teachers

more than

just a funny movie

By MATT WILSON

omething is desperately
wrong with the way that big
public schools are run, and

the movie Teachers is out to tell us
what that something 1s. You might
think that since you don't attehd a
big public school Teachers has
nothing to say to vou. You'd be
First, the
fact is you do attend a big public
school and second, the big public
school you attend is suffering from
essentially the same problems out-
lined in the movie.

Teachers is a special kind of
movie. It is Black Comedy. a genre
of film that makes its points with
savage humour, in addition to con-
tent that 1s straightforward and
dramatic.

If you've watched M*A*S*H or
Hospital, you know all about Black
Comedy. M*A*S*H was devoted
to exposing the madness and stu-
pidity of war, and Hospital was out
to tell us that health care was being
administered in a callous and
inhuman way.

Either theme could have been
pursued in a relentlessly seriously
way, but the results of heavy-
handed denunciations are liable to
be like the results of Billy Graham’s
Sermons.

wrong on two counts.

Teachers has enough hilarious
scenes to be esteemed as a comedy
far superior to the standard Holly-
wood funny movies. The audience
has a very good time with

Teachers. There are zany, hilarious
scenes that rank with Monty
Python at its best. But Teachers is
more. It’s a serious movie with a lot
L0 sday o us
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lead character is a social
teacher played by Nick
Nolte. He is caught between his
obligations as a teacher and the
pressures from the educational
bureaucracy which would have him
shirk his responsibilities.

Nolte’s role 1s difficult,
acting is superb

His nemesis, the assistant princi-
pal, is played by Judd Hirsch. best
known for his role in the TV-series
Taxi. Hirsch, too. plays his role
flawlessly. Teachers is worth watch-
ing for the acting alone. The lead
actors are excellent and the minor
players are every bit as strong.

Anyone who watches the way
schools and colleges are run will
agree with the major claim in
Teachers—schools are run as if
they are there to serve the faculty
and the bureaucrats.

Schools are not run for the stu-
dents, and any faculty member who
sides with a student against the sys-
tem is in for a very tough time. The
movie is set in the United States in
a big public school. Don’t let that
fool you into thinking that the
problem the movie depicts stops at
the border. There is almost nothing
going on in Teachers that isn't
happening every day at Dalhousie.

In Teachers, the high school is
being sued by a graduate who can-
not read or write. The case is based
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on the school’s system of soft grad-
ing and automatic promotion. The
result is that students leave the
school totally unprepared for life,
lacking the skills that the school
was supposed to teach them.

In Teachers. the biggest concern
of the administration is covering up
problems in order to avoid bad
publicity.

Students are seduced by certain
teachers, and the problem is
covered up. Violence against stu-
dents is met with indifference from
the administration.

Teachers is not a perfect film. It
runs for 100 minutes and is good
for 90.

There are many things happen-
ing in the film. At least one
sequence, involving a police shoot-
out with a student, distracts from
the story line and shouldn’t be there
because the police are an external
element and Teachers has its hands
full discussing the school system
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Dalhousie Theatre

Productions
1984/85 Subscription Series

Four Great Shows:
See How They Run
Oct. 17-21
The Crucible

- Nov. 28-Dec. 2
A Flea in Her Ear
Feb. 13-17
An Elizabethan Romp
March 27-31

Subscribe now!
424‘2233 (Special Student Prices)

CAFE & GRILL

Pepe’s . . . intimate, elegant and fully licensed. You can
enjoy a delightful lunch, light snack, full course dinner
or a late craving.

Open 7 days a week.

429-7321
RECEPTIONS e PRIVATE PARTIES

PEPE’S UPSTAIRS

FEATURING FINE ITALIAN FOOD AND LIVE JAZZ

JAZZ LINE 425-3331

CABBAGETOWN LOUNGE e VIDEOS ®* NEW MUSIC
: (DOWNSTAIRS)

5680 Spring Garden Rd., Halifax, Nova Scotia

The Grawood

Dalhousie’s Student Lounge

the Grawood will

be open to all Dalhousie students
for lunch 11:30 - 2:00.
Bar will open at 3:00 p.m.

See you there!

Featuring Halifax’s Indoor
Courtyard

A fine restaurant specializing in
eggs,. pasta, steaks and seafood.
Homemade bread and desserts
prepared daily.

Weekend Brunch includes fresh
orange juice, eggs benedict. sirloin

steak and eggs, and smoked

salmon.
Now open for breakfast
Monday - Friday.

Mon -Fri.—7:30 a.m.-1:00 a.m
Sat-Sun.—11:00 am.-1:00 a.m.

1685 ARGYLE ST.

(Located in the Carleton Hotel, the
oldest stone building in Halifax, 1760)
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