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THE DeviL’s OwWN

Harrison Ford and Brad Pitt are two
ingredients that can make any film
successful: they're excellent actors.
However, The Devil’s Own lacks other
assets to make itself a completely
commendable movie.

Touted as an ‘IRA thriller,’ The Devil’s
Own seems to focus more on its
characters — Harrison Ford and Brad Pitt
= than political statements. That’s good.
But, the film spends a long time doing
this. That's bad. But eventually, the movie-
world's plot is realized by all its characters,
leading to some interesting action.That’s
good. But the movie soon ends and the
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more ds ch ion, not
action.

When Ford happily - and
unknowingly - agrees to a secret plot to
house Pitt while he pretends to search
for a job (in reality, he's purchasing Stinger
missiles to ferry back to Ireland), the
obvious dilemmas soon ensue. But not
until the movie develops its characters:
Ford is the classic ‘good middle class
father’ with a calm, slow-paced lifestyle;
Pitt is a killer with the realization that
there is more to life than fighting, but

HagrisoNn Forbp

he's too wrapped up in the troubles of
Northern Ireland to do anything else.
The conversations and actions between
Ford and Pitt are well-scripted,
summarizing the universal theme that
‘events shape the characters.’ As
evidenced, Pitt enjoys family life: he
adores Ford'’s family, enjoying himself
immensely during a confirmation party;
he appreciates Ford's relaxed
neighbourhood, and smiles as he and
Ford demolish opponents in a game of
pool; and, notably, his heart is large
enough to accomodate a love interest.

Brap Pir

The movie doesn’t truly begin until
Ford unearths Pitt’s secret. Of Irish blood,
Ford truly empathises with Pitt’s plight.
But as a New York cop, he has to arrest
a potential friend. As Pitt has to be a
freedom fighter, Ford has to as well -
just on the appropriate side of the law.
The contrast leads to an obvious show-
down between the two men, rife with
(their) emotion and their own sense of
Jjustice.

Part of the movie's problem is that it
spends so much time making Pitt likeable
that the audience forgets that he gunned
down several soldiers at the movie's
outset. And the relationship between Pitt
and Ford is sincere, detailing the lives of
both, but the movie would have
benefitted greatly from the adage ‘less
talk, more action.’

As the film ends and the credits
commence, one wonders why The Devil's
Own is a worthwhile movie. The
characters are believable, the plot is
conceivable and the ge is moral -
but the movie lacks intensity. To its credit,
it's never boring, but it doesn’t leave much
to the imagination.

Ultimately, The Devil’s Own is a good
movie, but it leaves your mind once you
leave the theatre.

* PeTER J. CULLEN

S€Z

6IT THA Noo

“FEEY THE PIG"

7/

T

conditions. This could be because
your neighbour has just purchased a
new CD and just “has” to listen to it.
Or it could be because the person
across the hall is just too loud when
they laugh. Whatever the cause, here
is what you have to do. Tell them to
be quite. Tell them that you can't
work/sleep. If they ignore you, then
tell someone else (i.e.: a proctor).You
have the right to a quiet room, as
does everyone else.

Ac blem is dealing with
a neighbour’s slgmﬁcant other. What
happens if your neighbour (and
company) are loud and keep you up.
‘What do you do? Many people would
not feel comfortable to knock on the
door and say shut up. That could be
pretty embarrassing. One of the
solutions that seems to work is the
anonymous note. If you slide a note
under the door, then it could have
come from anyone, whether the
person is a neighbour, a roommate,
or just someone who was walking by
and thought that it was a bit loud.

.. The grinding stops. You relax,
thinking that the sleep that has been
evading you is finally going to come.
But, you are wrong. The click of a
stereo and then the light whirring of
a compact disc player. Moments later,
the rocking sound of Pearl Jam's
Eddie Vedder ripping through the
words of ‘Satan’s Bed (already in
love)." You sigh. It's too late to
complain now. You are wide awake,
and pissed. You switch on your
computer and continue working on
the essay you spent all of Monday
starting. So much for the 8:30
midterm you think. At least the essay
is almost finished...

...You get another two hours of sleep
before heading off to that damn midterm...
The only thought running through your
head is that you should have complained.
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One thing that is important to
remember is that you should try not
to be angry when you ask someone
to be quiet. Be polite, and that should
be enough.
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