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proving pipeline construction when the results
of its own research are incompiete.
In late June the Federal government issued
a series of tentative regulations on the con-
struction of northern pipelines. But in its usual
academic haze it failed to be s ecific in defining
such terms 'as “good environment manage-
ment”, “adequate plans” to deal with oil
leaks and spills, and “effective plans” for an
environmental education program for com-
panies. The closing guidelines insisted the com-
panies become good corpoiate citizens of the
North, and make “a conscious effort to con-
tribute to the social and economic development
of the territories.”
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~R°é§earch into engineering, geophysical and
igical aspects of such a venture have not
ched the stage where this project can be
encouraged.

Jean Chrétien, Indian Affairs and Northemn
Development minister, sees the north as “part
of the wealth of Tanada that has to be used to
build up a better society.” He also sees the
development of oil and gas resources as the
solution to many northern problems. He says
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it will provide employment for the Yukon and
NWT, touted to be the fastest-growing popula-
tion group in Canada,

Development in the north has changed the
lives cf the native people in major ways — al-
ways for the worse. Most skilled jobs have al-
ways gone to white men from the south, and
the natives have been left to scramble for the
remiining menial tasks. When asked in early
July why northern natives at the communities
of Arctic Red River and Fort McPherson had
not been hired for work on the delta end of the
MacKenzie highway, Chretien replied that
“there is some discrepancy between what I
have started as (hiring) policy and what is
actually happening.” Hiring priority has been
promised to native peoples, but it is unlikely
that the present hiring and training policy will
change for their benefit once construction begins
on the pipeline.

The permanent employment opportunities
after the pipeline is completed is expected to
be small. Bud Orange (Liberal MP-NWT), and a
pipeline enthusiast, expects only about 400
jobs. There are 20,000 Indians and Eskimos in
the NWT. Where does that leave the argument
of the oil consortium that the pipeline is going
to be a permanent bonanza for the native
peoples?

Groups of Indians in the Arctic have already
spoken out against Ottawa giving approval for
pipeline construction before aboriginal land
claims are sstiled. Successful court action by
the Indians could tie up the pipeline for years,
costing the government millions of dollars.
One such group is the Old Crow band, con-
sisting of about 200 Loucheux Indians, who
have been living for centuries on the banks of
the Porcupine River about 80 miles north of
the Arctic Circle. Their area is one of several
routes now under consideration for the Yukon
portion of the pipeline system.

All over the Arctic the lives and livelihoods
of the native peoples are being drastically
changed by white man’s economic development
and ppefit motive, as well as Ottawa’s colonial
%mtﬁ?ixg(n The federal government has not
been ablg to stop the destruction of native
culture £ né{ has it tried very hard. The 1970
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annydMireport” of Panarctic Oils stated: “The
{ _inbéreng. survival skills of the Eskimos are no

" ]\onger a major attribute...In order to become
. - an effective worker, the northern resident must
g-"»% develop a skill required by the job rather than
depend on his native expertise for employ-
meat.” Crude logic rests in that statement:
hunting skill will not be of much use in a land
already despoiled.

Time and again the federal government has
expressed the conviction “that the needs of the
people of the north are more important than
resource development, and the maintenance of
ecological balance is essential.” That’s a fine
conviction and those are reassuring words, but
it’s action, not words, which count. From its
actions it is apparent the government has
decided that the welfare of native northerners
and the northern environment are to be sac-
rificed in favour of large-scale economic develop-
ment for the benefit of southern Canadians and
foreign corporations.

Curtail resource exploration and extraction

A group from University of Toronto’s Pol-
lution Probe, after examing the evidence and
the situation, argues that*man is rushing head-
long and thoughtlessly toward the exploitation
of the Arctic. Damage inflicted in the name of

Continued on page 13




