Lyle Lis' "Big Show-off" contains pieces of the old U of A hospital.

Art at McMullen

review by Jonathan Wiseman

When people hear of abstract art, the
initial reaction will usually be similar to that
of a confrontation with some obscure Greg-
orian chant: “What is it supposed to be?”, “It
doesn't really do anything for me” and the
clincher: “Is it really art?”. The University
Hospital's McMullen Gallery is trying to
heighten awareness and sensitivity to this
artistic format and dispel general concep-
tions about the “impenetrability” of abstract
meaning with their current "get in touch
with abstract art” exhibition.

The show has been running since Sep-
tember 8and will continue until October 31.
As it stands, the U of A hospital is the only
such facility in North America boasting an art
gallery. Itis intended as a retreat for patients
and visitors but it is open to the public as
well, thereby exposing Alberta’s top artists to
abroad base of viewers. And these artists are
good.

Most of the paintings and sculptures come
from the artists’ private collections and were
selected by the gallery due to a strong tactile
element in order to adherc to the “get in
touch” theme. These works are not there to
intimidate; rather, they are there to touch, to
look at, and to make you feel.

The prominent artist here is Jack Bush,
who is considered to be the father of Can-
adian abstract art. From his tiny chalk and
pencil “Water Music” to the striking linearity
of "Pink Rain”, Bush demonstrates his uncan-
ny ability to evoke feelings from simple joy to
deep elation. The entire show actually em-
bodies a generally optimistic sentiment: the
colours tend to be bright and most artists use

a rather light pallet.

One of my favourite paintings here is
Philip Mann’s “China Sea”. The composition
is highly balanced. yet paradoxically, it is
turbulent at the same time. One can literally
see the tension in the white swirls as the thick
gobs of paint appear to be struggling to
retain their form. Conversely, the aqua-
marine background has a calming back-
ground and moreover. it unifies the work.

"Ky” by John Key is also very interesting as
well as being extremely harmonious. Red
and green areas are set off against cach other
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review by Mike Spindloe

Since the final demise of the Police follow-
ing their Synchronicity album and tour, all
three band members have been keeping
busy: Stewart Copeland with soundtracks
and an interest in African music, and Sting
with trying to become a movie star pin-up as
well as a rock star pin-up, while releasing a
couple of fine jazz-oriented albums. Last but
not least, Andy Summers has made a couple
of experimental albums with guitar wizard
Robert Fripp.

Now Summers has returned with his first
solo album, which could actually be billed as
a duet album between Summers and pro-
ducer extraordinaire David Hentschel (the
man behind the board for some of Genesis’
best — and worst — work). Summers sings
and plays guitar and bass while Hentschel
looks after keyboards and “drum programs”.
Apart from scaue'red guest appearances,
these two are responsible for the entire
album.

This type of production has some com-
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colours is achieved and further emphasized
by the plain, white background. What is left
here must surely be art at its most funda-
mental level. Everything is reduced to pure
line, shape, and colour.

In addition to paintings, there are also
several recent sculptures in the gallery. One
noteworthy yet typical example is Catherine
Burgess’ “Stele II”, which is a highly mech-
anistic design constructed from welded
steel. It almost seems that this piece could
perform a hightly specialized industrial
function if it were hooked up to a power
supply. Although clearly geometrical on one
level, the design is actually irrational and
non-functional when more closely examin-
ed

For those of you who are not familiar with
abstract art, the McMullen Gallery is a great
place to get acquainted. A wealth of lit-
erature is provided about the art and the
facility in itself, and a highly informed staff is
present to answer your questions. It's worth
alook.
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tages, many of which are evident here. The
main advantage is that the artist has direct
control over every sound that goes on the
record; therefore you hear exactly what he
wants you to hear. On the other hand, the
lack of a real band can give studio projects a
stilted, sterile sound that good songwriting
can only partly remedy.

There are no real problems with the sound
here. Summers’ guitar work stands out, as it
should, and there are only a few moments
when the drum programs sound, uh, pro-
grammed. The unfortunate part, though, is
that the songwriting isn’t all that good. It’s
notbad, just bland, and ultimately this album
winds up sounding like something between
Asiaand GTR — two other projects featuring
talented people who should have known
better.

It’s an old story now: real emotion and
advantage gets lost somewhere in the drive
to satisfy conservative radio programmers.
Andy Summers, unlike Sting, isn’t a big
enough name on his own to do something

different and expect it to sell, so instead he’s
sold out, or at least wimped out.

What makes all of this even more of a
shame is that Summers has a long history of
actually doing innovative things, going right
back toastint in an embryonic incarnation of
Soft Machine 20 years ago and including

Andy Summers in his first solo record

several albums as a member of seminal Brit-
ish lunatic Kevin Coyne’s band, his collabo-
rations with Fripp and even the Police. Hope-
fully he will look backward for inspiration
and comes up with something more interest-
ing next time around.
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