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AT TUNE S I GN 0F THE M A PLE
WHEN THE CALENDAR CHANGES.THERE is a stranige reluctance, at first, to

write the figures which denote the new year.
For three-liundred-and-sixty.six days of
twenty-four hours, each, we have been writ-

ing "i908," and a new figure in the final place is
hardly welcome for the first fortnight. Then we be-
corne accustomed to the change of notation, and the
preceding twelve months slip into, their place with
the "liungry generations" that have gone.

We know that science would tell us that there is
no new year, that the division between the midniglit
mnoments is a11 arbitrary, a mere device'to mark the
queer old Eartli's varions gyrations. But to, most of
us, the ringing bles miean more than the change Of
calendar and the "flying cioud and frosty liglit" look
down on many a wide-awake watcher as the oid
year passes.

We can ail bring back meinories of New Year
parties, Old Year gatherings, which had a touch of
solenity beneath the greetings. A certain advent
of another year stands out more vividly than any
other 1 can recail. It was in Baltimore, as the new
century came in with January, igoo, and His Holî-ness, the Pope, liad ordered high mass in ail the
churches of lis faitli. It was a wonderful service
in the stately cathedral in Maryland's picturesque
city-one to stir the imagination of any worship-
per, even thougli lie came from the exceedingiy
Orange city of Toronto. The music that soared
and echoed and whispered from the dimn arches, the
melodious voice of Father Lucius O'Brien as he de-
Iivered an eloquent liomily to the tliousands of thereverent congregation who sat from midniglit till
the approacli of eastern liglit, listening to anthem

home of lost causes," and lias been the shelter many
a time for distressed royalty. So far back as the
days of Alfred, King of the West Saxons, the story
of Oxford may be traced. In Norman times, Ox-
ford was a refuge for Queen Maud, the daugliter
of Henry I., who fought a losing figlit for the
crown against her cousin Stephen, Yorkists, and
later on, the Stuarts, fled to Oxford when London
proved inhospitable.

In 1825, the Oxford Union was inangnrated, and
for eighty-tliree years lias proved a great debating
ground for young British speakers. Some of the
most prominent statesmen of the Nineteenth Cen-
tury were trained for future service in this notable
Union of England's ancient university. Last month
this body was addressed -by a woman for the first
time in its history. The question for debate was
"That in the opinion of this Honse, the time lias
corne when the Government shouid be urged to, re-
mnove the electorai disabilities of Women." Mrs.
Millicent Garrett Fawcett was the first speaker,
and proved an eloquent and logical supporter of the
motion. According to the Illustrated London News,
f romn which we publish an illustration, she was
.received with courtesy and enthusiasm, but the
side to, which she gave lier adherence lost by thîrty-
one votes. The debalting-hall was so crowded that
permission was given to members to, sit on the
floor and in the gangways.

It must be borne in -mid that many Englisli
women who are earnestly in favour of woman suf-
frgge have no sympath1y witli the violent and repul-
sive methods of that noisy group known as "suf-
fragettes.' That hysterical freak, Mrs. Pankhurst,
and lier two strenuous daugliters (one of whomn
recently wept copiously in the Police Court) are
not by any means commended by the large body
of Englisli womien wlio are in favonr of "1remnoving
electoral disabulities." 'A Canadian girl who vis-
ited England list summer wvas somnewliat surprised
at receiving an invitation to a woman suffrage re-
ception, and expressed a fear of encountering the
belligerent sisters.

"My dear child," said a charmîng member of the
organisation, "we wouldni't dreamt of liaving any-
thing to do witli those people." The toue was kind-
iy bnt informing, and the Canadian girl was left to,
refiect on how liard it is to know just whicli asso-
ciation is making the "cause" ridicnlous.

The Canadian advocates of woman suffrage are
of the logical order, and have kept to dignifled me-
thods of procedure. Wlietlier one sympathises
witli their aims or not, it must lie admitted that,
so far, their mariner and metliods have afforded a
strong argument in behlf of their representations.

* * *

MATCH.

)the womnan who
incomfortable pro-
maiden's betrothal

Elkîns, of West
)fa United States

giria was to becoine the bride of the Italian, ai
crat, and the press of the democratic Republic,
decided fervour, gave the rumour as much a
tion as if it were a base-bail tournament or a
tinental war. Some of these benevolent pý
grumbled because another ricli and iovely dauý
of the States was about to ally herseif with
"ýeffete aristocracy." Others were plainly pl(
with the annollncenlent, and indulged in reir
about America's "duchessa," with ornate des
tions of the bride's gowns and specula
as to the dowry. The Duke could hardl3
accused of fortune-hunting, as he has a tidy
tune of his own, amounting to ciglit million
dollars. Then the trouble began, with the Ch
and the Dowager Qucen, who has excellent tas
the matter of pearl's and lace and a decided ol
tion to, foreign relatives-in-law. The papers
delighted with ail these cross-purposes, and
ceeded to publish true and particular accounts o
Italian royal family councils. Now it seems
Queen Margherita lias prevailed, thé -Duke ha-ý
parted for Central Africa or the farthest N
and Senator Bîkins lias become non-commn
The extreme democrats, who had takýen sucli

The Duke of thie Abruzzi and miss Xatherinie Ell
of West Virginis, whose'engagemeýnt Las re-

cently been indefinitely postponed.

overwhelming interest in what was none of
business are now in a rather awkward positic
they shonid rejoice over the fact that a U.
States girl lias been saved from a distressing
ance witli a "decadent" race. But they h
know whether the episode is an escape or a ri
fication, and for the moment are liesitating o-
choice of epitliets for the royal explorer of
Ruwenzori Mountains.

THE ACCEPTAB3LE GIFT.

4cS0 OMETHING PERSONAL," was the r
vague 4'et suggestive advice to ai Chrif

shopper. Thle gift whicli reminds one of the se
or indicates a recognition of one's own little
ferences, in flower or fiavour, brings a me
whicli is most grateful of ail. The cheerful
is a worthy citzen, no doubt, but the tactful
is blessed among womnen. The last word is~
advisediy, for the tactful giver is ustially femi
Man instinctively slirinks fromn the personal 1
in a present, uniess, indeed, lie is deeply inter
in the recipient, and then the gift is nmistal
to the elect lady. But, as a ruIe, lie means wel
cannot lie bothered thinking about "wliat she v
really like." Woman, liowever, loves small
teries and intimate touches, and wili go to al
trouble of finding out whether "Alice Walters
bine or mrauve" before tyinig np the paper kniý
bookiet.

THE WOMEN'S VOTE IN WINNIPE(

T HIE Winnipeg papers are saying that the1
sands of women who voted in the MayO

election of that city were strong supporters of


