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Raymond, one of the dozen Mormon towns in Alberta.

WHERE, RELIGION IS BUSINESS,
This second article on Mormons and Mormonism in AJlberta describes ibe growth
of the seillements and the n'ay in wbich religion affects their business «fe Their
religion, tbeir famlly life, ibeir education and their business are ail one. In other
word,, il t, ail religiçn. The ecclesiastical rule dominates evierything and every-
body. Body and soul, the Mormon belongs to his Church, and the Church is the
Church of Utah, not of Canadla.

By NAN MOULTON

IN '87 the cottonwood shack of the Gentiles andthe few tents of the Lord's Artnointed set
among the undulating prairie grasses, bunch and
brome and buiffalo! In 1911 the beat of civic

,pulses throughout the wide plains, irrigated now and
cropped, the day of beet-raising merged into a mad-
ness for wheat, and-the southern emptiriess of a
province-map spangled with the map-maker's hiero-
glyphs that mean towns, villages, hamlets and settie-
ments! By the original Lee's Creek, and stretching
up the bench-lands is the mother-town, Cardston,
satellited, within a radius of, say, twenty miles, by
the settlements of Leavitt, Mountain View, Cald-
well, Beaver, Taylorville, Aetna and Kimbail. Fol-
lowing the Alberta Railway and Irrigation Com-
pany's line of rail north-east, we pass the towns of
Magrath, Raymond and Stirling, and hamiets such
as Spring Coulee, Welling and Raley. When the
conductor announces "Chint," and then repeats
"Chin-chin! Chin-chin 1" you wonder if lie is flip-
pant, but "Chin" is a truly station. Then east frotu
Lethbridge the Mormon clusters go, Taber, the big-
gest town ("Taber-nacle" is a conjuring word with
them, first syllable "Taber," second syllable trans-
posed £iElcani-and two more places named to the
glory of Zion.) Then north the colonization creeps
to Gleichen and back again down another line to
lliih River and Claresholm and Macleod. And not

church authorities were divided as to the pledge
given that there should be no further practice of
polygamy. Some held that the pledge was given
only ta the government of the United States, others
that the Mormon Church was bound by it every-
where. Followers differ where heads do not agree.
And those who held that the promise did not ob-
tain outside of United States territory, prepared ta
leave such territory. When they eiicountered Cana-
dian law they found that it stood for other ideals.
A deputation went to Ottawa and promised, to be
good. Later I shall tell the story of the keeping
of that promise.

U NTIL about ten years ago, the story of -the
growth of the Mormon colony centres around

Cardston. Besides the forty odd in eighty-seven,
three more families came in the f ail, through the
sunimer of '88 ther.' was a constant trickle that
counted one hundred that year, and ini four years
five hundred Saints had added to the growth of Ai-
berta. (I do not know wbich year brouight the
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taken out and surveys made for another ditch ti
wouid irrigate three to four thousand acres
bench land. After two or three years these ditcl
were flot used, the Cardston country flot dependi
on noir needing irrigation. They are visible acri
the creek to this day, looking like the old Dari
trenches outside of Winchester. Besides havi
success fui gardens and farms, the Mormons hý
gone in much for cattie, horses and sheep, fri
which their present prosperity bas xargely resuit

It was in 1899 that the big irrigation scheme v~
born. The present Conservative member, C.
Magrath, had been an interested visitor to the Mi
mon settlements. He was a director and owner
the earlier land and coal and railway compani
that preceded the Alberta Railway and Irrigati
Company, and the possibilities of irrigating wg
borne in upon him. The big ditch was a good d
of a colonization scheme, and Magrath yearly si
mucli land down in Utahi. The company argued t]
the experienced Mormons would be the best iw
to do the work. For $100,000 in land and cash I
church (in Utah always) contracted toi build I
irrigation ditch from the intake ait Kimbail, fri
the St. Mary's River to the Belly River, at Le
bridge, and to start three settiements along
length. These settiements are now the towns
Raymond, Magrath and Stirling. Our old fri
C. 0. Card, was in charge of the work on the car
The Church sent on many of the Cardston setti,
to help and sent in more workers and settiers frn
Utah. This was the period of the biggest Morni
influx. Some of the land then valued ait two
three dollars an acre now is valued as high
fifty or sixty dollars. The canal system now
cludes one hundred and flfty miles of main wat
ways. The irrigation canal is like a bank accot
or a sinking fund-sort of an insurance agaii
dry seasons. In ordînarily good seasons it is .x
needed. The system is neyer used for grain, c
farming methods being in vogue, but the hay cri
the beet-yield and gardens are the recipients of
benefits.

It was odd that a mining man, in search of rani
ing property, flrst saw the possibilities of the b,
sugar industry in Alberta. Jesse Knight knew tl
irrigation and beets had made Utah. And Apos
John W. Taylor, with him, had visions beyo
beets and sugar, when the Mormons came flocki
ta a work they knew, visions of a Zion in Cana4
and a temple and unutterable growth and glo
So, with a blaze of trumpets, the temporal indusi
and the church centre were started on their w;
The town was named Raymond, after Mr. Knigi
son. The f actory is there, its highest handling foi
thousand tons of beets, with 125 men employed
the busy seasons, the beets yielding 260 pour
per ton, the sugar market mostly in Alberta a
British Columbia. The big trouble is the difficu
of securing labour in the beet fields at the two ri
semsons, the tbinning and the harvesting. J.
came in and Inidians are employed, but the labour
inadequate. Tqo, .the farmer flnds wheat more
mnPtir2tive thân heef.t Sn thninrhi the qiiPý.r


