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ONE CAN VAS VILLAGE AT NIAGARA CAMP AS SEEN FROM THE HELlO PLATFORM.

Ail bell tents look alike in that huge military picnlo ground; but what i3 inside may be as different as Hongkong from Halifax.

A DAY IN CAMP AT NIAGARA
Once il tvas Scarlet and Cocked Hats on Parade; But it's Ail Changed Now

SOME time last week about 5,000 men were eat-
lng, sleeping, drilling, marching, doing Swedisb
gvnastics, and otherwise enjoying life to
the full at Niagara Camp. A day or two after

that sOlue o! tbem struek camp. Wbo and bow many
-not for publication. Tbe Niagara Camp is no

longer an international
pidiic ground. To get in-

- side the lunes you must
pass tbe pickets; eitber

ý_ý1 produce a passport from
the headquarters' staff or
somes explanation that if
you really are the guest of
some officer you know pre-
cisely wbere te, finti bis
tent; anti tbat Is about as
easy as plcl<ing ont one
tree In a patcb of woods.
Ail bell tents look alike.
Wbat Is inside may be as
different as Hongkong
from Halifax.

The canip Clock. Tbis is the assemblage
of all tbe units formerly

cQflcebtrated in wlnter quarters at Exhibition Camp,
Toronto. Tbe units are drawn from ail over No. 2
lllTl'ifn wbicb extends from. Sanît Ste. Marie down
to Oshawa, ont.'

It's the saine olti camp grounti tbat for more than
a entury bas been a mlltary precinct; mucb the
saine olti to*n, at tbe foot of tbe Niagara River andi
the edge of the lake; streets wlde enough for ten
car, tracks, great historie trees, olti tucal-looklng
'n'3O' tucked away among tbemn, peacb groves,
fat gardens mediaeval docks witb tbe samne olti pine-

he 1feîgbt sbed as stood there a bundred years
age, and the namnes of the olti schooners still over
(lob t0r~t. George, William IV., Comn. Barrie,

<bourg anti Unitedi Kingdom. Niagara is as olti
R^5 the bugle and the drnm. Andi at thec present day
't i8 limbering up its old Joints te the music of the
big canip bebinti on the fats, to the clink of soldiers'
COln-1,pent since Montiay last week for anytblng
but bard liquor. One olti stager of a bouse on the
hlad t camp bears tbe epitapb 1792. Tbe olti towni

-Anh her cupola, must be at least a century olti.
evey ear o! the olti tow,', age spells sometblngto1 do 'wlth patrîotîsm in the Empire, wbicb iiever was

s r Phtresquely big as it is now witb tbat city of
inIlilr oins about the great dandelloneti, butter-
euIPeId Mleadiow criserpssed by tiustyronds and foot-trs.1î5 beaten bard by the sentry-go.,

L)residents anti young girls prefer the pence
'-~ emp5Oe other- tnym, when the olti town 'was

Palnted many colours by regimental unlforms.
tnydish o! red 110w is the flag and the cap-

"Id w!ite Q. stff Everything else le f awn-green
8 ýlt 'Wi 0SMe'where on the sunlit fleld bugles

Uutrany lime o! day, mucb te tbe melody o! "Hanll,
th _0 artgs ail bere." Almost any bour of day

You aYhr so e banti-it may be the good scmatcb
i o the 8ft , campeti near the eoutrance-iroon-

s 'tt aitbg that seems cheerful.
t el at toe Camp entrance were the tents of

to t r~I Btey, 250 streng. the grey cars nowhere
e see 1but t e moen fuirblsbing andi strolling and

drlflluge ; wonderlng -wben to strike camp.
Rn thI the 36th; then an olti wooden church

turee e apaii's tent andi the Brotherbooti o! St.
tra cross a commons past another tral-

lieDn Dickt0t w!tb his sworti bayonet gleaming
Bnde des.tb, came the lines of the 37th; then
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and historic fireplaces, set off by the Engineers' camp,
the ortinance buildings, the detention camp, fenceti
with barb wire, the beliograpli station on a bigh plat-
form; and then over near the entrance completing
tbe circuit you come to the Heatiquarters Compound,
another medîneval house among old trees witb a ring
of tents and its pacing sentry wlth tbe rlght turn;
and by this time you bave pretty nearly worn ont

This kitchen outfit of the Eaton Battery Offi!cers' Mess
turned out meals fît for an eicutre.

the typewrItten pass slgned by a staff officer, en-
titling yen te the nlghts anti pnivileges of tbe camp
from the time yon first ýproduce it until mldnigbt.

T HAT'S tbe topographical outdine; or it was last
week. This week it is changeti-no matter bow.
To-day the news goes that a certain unit le te,

strike camp to-merrew-perhaps two;' come'baclt to
H. Q. in an heur and yen finti that the date o! de.
parture bas been sblfted abead one, and for ail yen
or anybedy else knows may be shlfteti again, backte
mitiniglt if neeti be. Tbere le always that dellgbtfnl
lack o! positive information tbat, maltes the men
smile as tbey swear a bit, and the hovering bevy o!
y4»ing girls on the camp etige conjure up fnrther
visions o! ice-cream junkets downtown, garden par-
ties andi dances. Niagara wlthont its girls, and its

sororities with their bouse parties would be Soule-
times duil and always too masculine. And Niagara
bas plenty of pretty girls, as tbe officers know.
Sometimes tbey get inside tbe Unes, but flot far.
Getting inside tbe Unes at Niagara is about as serious
a business as doing it in France or Flanders. If
you are an accredited grocery waggon, ment van,
crucle-oil sprinkler, cook-waggon, water-tank or offi-
cers' 'automobile, the trip is easy. Go on foot In
civilian clotbes and you must show cause.

O N an average -about fifty things at once Inthat.
camp. Keeping, tbousands of men M'ore or
less busy In 'tbe naine of the King is a serious

matter. No factory concern. in Canada bas sucb a
population to, keep, busy. And no factory staff ever
did se many tbings tbat look like the fag end ef
mystery to the uninitlated. A"squad of soldiers lylng
flat-back on the-grass look.lng like sardines In.a tin,
or squatting like i;oads,-or trying to grab invisible
butte.rflies, ont.,o! -tbe ar-that's physical drill; and
it's more oy less ,intelligible because muscles are
universal and don't depend on red tape. Over In the
Officers' Tra1ningý Corps camp, two platoons are
hustling their boots over the buttercups and the long
grass under the sbouting direction o! a sergeant in-
structor. Tbese captains and lieutenants are field
officers8 in making, andi bave te learn "Rlght Dress"
and "Right Wbeel" and -By tbe Left," just the samne
as -the privâates whom some day tbey expect te coin-
mand.- T.hey are abeterogeneous democracy; a glant
six-foot-tbree alongside a pigmy five-foot-five; tbe son
of a premier in front of a clerk; tbe man from the
far west bobnobblng with the easterner; for these
are supposeti te be unlversity men bailing from any-
wbere, many of tbemn young men wbo quit college
long ago for business, andi flnding business duil, take
the course with or witbout enlisting. Tbey are a
bundie of miscellaneous brains that bave to be licked
into physical and milltary shape in courses of a few
weeks eacb before tbey area;ble to stand In front of
a company of privates and sheut tbe orders they
learned tbemaselves last moon to men tbat may bave
been sbuffiing by tbenigbt, wben they were learning
algebra, at college.

H ALF a mile yonder in the broad of the sutn a few
11hundred men are at quick mareb, double quick

on the run, wbeeling and formIng fours. This
is tbe least part of tbeir programme. After dinner
tbey may be doing bayonet dr1l1, or pbysical culture,
or fieldi manoeuvres, or route marcbing miles acroa
country toi work up an appetite already blgger than
many of tlhemn coulti afford to Indulge around home.
I3efore yen get to their Unes, tbey are shot off la s onm
other direction andi you stop to, look at tbe heliog:raph
squad on the plattorin at tbe I. Q. offices. On sunrny
days tbis andi the varions hello stations In tbe camp

embody a system as rlgid as a gm'eat factory-but they are a great deal
more humnanly interestng.
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