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Tht past moiith wl hold a unique place in' '4 Canadian istory by reason of the great pageants
on the Plains of Abraham, n celebration of the

S tercentetnary of the founding of Canada. Only
Ssomne thousands actually witnessed the impres-

sive sinectacles of that great
HISTORY IN celebration; but tht mind of
PAQEANT. the whole world has been im-

pressed by theîr meaning. To
S every Canadian heart that meaning bas brougbt

a uew thriii of patriotism « nd of pride in Cana-
~"da's histOry. Wîth tht Prince of Wales repre-

senting the King, and with representatives of
the United States and of Franceý and of other
nations lookiiig on, the great historic pageant
pictured tht story of three hundred years; but
tht dominating note of triumph is in the wonder-
fui develo'pment since the morning Wolfe
climbed the heights and conquçred New France
for tht British, fiag. Tht celebration bas been
an inspiing festival of thanksgiving for what tht
centuries have brought and for tht work of tht
great men who -laid tht foundations on which
their successors have buildtd nobly.

Tht mo rning sunbeams that gilded with stmn-
mer spiendor the historic beights at Quebe on
each of tht days of the tercentenary celebration
lighted up a couple of hourà later a vaster pag-
eant hitre in tht West-the great expanse of

wheat, with heavy yel-
THE PAGEANT 0F low heads ripening to

THE WHEAT. tht harvest, from sky-
liue to sky-line a

Field of tht Cloth of Gold, as a poet might say,
and a rippling sea of wealth, as the matter-oï-
fact, practical man prefers to set it. With an
acreage one-third greater than Iast year's und--r
crop, and with conditions almost ideai since the
seed went early in tht fertile soul, a crop which
in magnitude and in quality will excel ail previ-
ous crops in tht historv of tht West is in pros-
pect.. So great is tht volume of thet-.wheat that
tht probltmi of tht ability of tht existing trans-
portation faciltits to movt it out of tht country
is looming up. A hopeful factor in tht situation
is that the early barvest will give three or four
weeks' moret'ime than is usually available for
the carrying of tht wheat to the lake ports be-
fore the close of navigation.

In tht newspaptrs of both tht United Statei4
and our own country the doings of a pastor in
East Orange, New jersey, who bas held open air
services on Sundays during July, at which tht
men present were invited to smoke and soda

'water was servtd to
MAKING RELIGION tht thirsty, have been

FREE-AND-EASY. mn a d e mention of.
T h e congregatioli

was even requested to remain seated whiile.thte
hymns and tht Doxology wtre Sung. 50 arixiotis
was the East Orange mînîster to make tbîngs
easy for his flock. Religion in New jersey mnust
have fallen upon strange days, wben a minister
resorts to such devices. We may next expect to
hear of. hammocks being provided for tht con-
gregation,' in wbich they mav lounge while the
Dastor points the way to salvation.

Last month tht Philosopher tookc occasion to
deal with tht criticism of Canada and tht Ca-
nadians set forth in a stries of articles by Mr.
Harold Begbie in tht London Chronicle. Mr.
Begbie wroîe his 'articles after a trip across the

Dominion; and they
ANOTHER CRITIC stand on record as af-
0F CANADIANS.. fordingr a striking il-

lustraion of how much
iiisinformation a man may accumulate witb a
lîttie effort and how much bosh in tht way of
ialse conclusions hie iay base upon his misînfor-
niation. But Mr. Begbie is outdone by a writcr
w'ho contrihutes, witbout signing bis name, ait
hrticle in the latest issue of tht London National.

Rvtin wbich bie tells tht readens of that
''view many startling tbings about uis. Ht savs
,hat we "dress so as to slavisbly reflect tht Style
ii vogue in tht United States,'? where, by th!

there are many styles lu vogue; that we
.irink ice-water and cocltals;" 'hat we "'smoke

,1, mestic cigans;"» that we "gamble in real es-
ie,' also in produce-" and-will it be btlitvtd?-

n. t "chew peanuts intertnlnably." These
_e some of tht statements hie makces, after care-

fui observation, as he a ssures his readers, of the
people of Canada.' And lhe says that "it le shter
nonsense to talk of a Canadian nationality,"'
This cheerfully bumptious gentleman, whose
modesty in refraining fromn signing his name
seems strangele out of keeping with his charac-
ter as it shows through his writing, should havcz
been sec ured to take part in the pageants at.
Qucbec. Arrayed in cap and belîs, bc miglit
have enacted the part of a jester. He 'would
flot necd to do any more than repeat extracte
from his article in the National RevleW to pro-
voke much merriment.

This year a vastly greater volume of Western
grain than ever before will pass -over our rail-
ways and on by the mighty St. Lawrence-which_
is takinpr its place as the chef traffic way of tht
continent-to the eager markets overseas. And

the northern outiet by
WILL THERE BE way of Hudson Bay

A BLOCKADE? cannot be made ready
tdo soon for our needs.

The future will see Fort Churchill a northern
New Orleans. Meanwhile the St. Lawrenceeut-
let, as New York is realizing with alarin, i
rying out'four times the volume of traeIý_îbt.
goes out by New York, instead of otie-teTti
as much, as was tht case flot many ycr
Auxious meetings of the New York Prti&
change and other business bodes e l eu Qk
have been held during the past few wee 'kst of)_
sider this state of affairs, and New Yok, Ëews-.
papers have voiced the urgent demati4dso th
business interests concerned for lowerý.rgtson,
the United States railways, Grain ocr 'b
ried to Montreal by the ail water ,rcilte t frq
three and a haîf to four cents a bushel lesi thant
the cost of carrying it to New York; y4if jb

the lake and rail route the differeii n il 1 y
Montreal is two and a haif -cents a I~ '

the New York Produce Exchange ed
cerns intterested may be able to db i
of inducing the rail ways to cutt ti.
mains to be seen; but a speaker -à à , e
New York meetings icoraginel reztu
that' if they did get a reduci th'-'
mediatély be an equivalent re4utn n rn ater
carniage« to Montreal. In this mnatter the ittural
geographical advantages,, of. whicý,.,anadian,
energy ani enterpnise have made 'the most, are
unquestionably with Canada.

To the Western Home Montbiy subscriber
wbo a couple of weeks ago sent tht Philosopher
a cop*y of tht Philadeiphia Enquirer of July 4,
with the Indepeiîdence Day .editorial marked,
thanks are hereby retu'rned for the pleasure

whîch tht Phil-
AS TO THE cqopher has had i

DECLARATION 'reading 'hat just,
0F INDEPENDENCE.- wel-i4nformed and-,right - spiri'ced ar-.

ticle. The subsciber in question is ont of our
numerous Western Canadîan citizens boru under
the Stars and Stripes. Ht bas specially ma4coel
these sentences in tht editorial in tht Philadel-
phia paper: "It is not 'rue, and it le well the
tnuth be known, that on July 4, 1776, tht Amnen-
eau people were unanimous in favor of inde-
petidence. It is not possible to ascertain how
i'nany favored this. movement, but ut tht date
iuntioned it may be assumned that about one-

haîf of.tht poulation was in favor of jt-prob-
ably more. Even tht Congress whlct met- in
'chis city a year after Lexington aud .Bunker'HiII1
was divided upon tht question of the Declaration
of Independence. When tht document' was
fiîially signed, there was no inging of belli and
no explosion of flreworks. A few moiîths later,
when dîsasters came thick and fast ,'probably' a
majority wotuld have been in favor of peuct,"
Tliese words, be it remembertd, are from a lead4-
ing paper in Philadeiphia, thte etyl. where 'th!!
Declaration of Independence was sîined. Tht-v
are a reminder that tht people of the 'Unlftéd
States have of late years been reading more imý-
partial histories than their forbeans read, or
reading histories mort impartally. As late as
tht closing weeks of 1775, Benjamin Franklin
and John Adarns believed thai independence was
not wante(l . A few wise concessions ou tht iart
of tht 'British Goverument would bave averttd
the war: hbut the wisest of then living British
statesmen, Chatcham and Burke, were not then
at tht helm of state. A change in tht politiccil
relations of Great Bitaini and tht, Amenican

Colonies that were driven into delarig their
independence w4s inevitable, owiýgto th
_gréwth o the latter; at14 but' for ~e~

stiacyofthose respotasibie fort ha e
B nainFran1 kus temof a Britis

with the American' Colonies as a* c - t

Part, might have been realized long ago. ; ë'
would have been no legacy of bitter mernoiif
which e traneed for over a century tt et* 0", ea
branches Iof the Enklish-ispeakdng rit
now happily on, ternis of ever-lue
ship and of united deshre pt~h r
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