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ways showed littie interest la this subjeet
they in thîs erred la eommon with al
o ther inte-rests from the goveruments down
to the woodiot owner.

Practîcally ail accomplishments ln for-
astry la the United States and Canada
have taken place in tea years and the
Most important within the last five years.
Our forests are stili far from saf e, but
governments ad individuais are now ac-
tive, and anothar tea years should remove
the fira menace.

There are various reasons why railways
have been too fraqnentiy the cause of f or-
est ires. No spark arrestar bas yat been
designad which will check all sparks and
yet give the locomotive free draft. Log-
ieally ail inflammable matarial should be
removed from the right of way, but this
la very difficuit, espeeia]ly in new rail-
ways through forests. The right of way
ia too narrow for a safe a ire beit even if
cieared to minerai soi].

There la no reason for the belief that
railways deliberataly permit lires to start.
They are the heaviest losars when forests
burn. They lose freight, and tourist trav-
el, and are beseiged with damage dlaims.
lilader the impetus of the conservation
inovament in the United States, the fed-
.aral and state govaraments, the timber
oQwnars and railways ara now co-operating
to redue e this loas.

The most effective methods ara the re-
mioval of debris from the right of way,
regular patro], aystamatic reporting of
firas by train craws, trackmen, etc., the
use of oiiburning locomotives, the keaping
of ash-pana and spark-arrestars in goo
condition. The cleariag of land adacent
to the right of way with a lire guard on
each aide 200 feet from. the tracks has
been very suce essf ni.

During 1911 oaiy oae lire was reported
as having beau caused by the Peunsylvania
Railroad Company> and this was fouad to
have occurred beyond the range of sparks.

Mr. Sterling closed by quoting the reso-
lutions of the Forest Pire Conferenee held
la Portland, Oregon, in Decambar, 1911.
Thesa racommanded that ail dabris be
cleared f rom rights of way, a track

patrol both night and day during dry sea-
sons; inereasiag of eifficiency of spark ar-
resters and the use of oil-burning locomno-
tives lu forest districts whare practicable;
that no ashes ba dumpad from trains in
motion; that the furnishing of mua from
section eraws to light lires be axpedita;
that ires ha raportad by train crews at
the irst station pnssed; that there be co-
operation betwean governments and rail-
waya both in prvaig and lighting
liras, aa also ian =urn data as to con-
ditions and ns to hast methoila of meeting
the probiam in ach loeality.

Prof. John Macoun suggested the use of

hrine as a preservative for wood, and Mr.
Sterliag observed that one United States
railway company had some thousands of
ties ia piekie ia Great Sait Lake.

Mr. G. C. Pîché, Chief Foreatry En-
gineer of the Quebec Department of
Lands aad Forests, then spoke briefly. Hie
began by expressing the regret of lion. J.
Allard, Minister of Lands aad Forests of
Quebec, at his inability to be present at
the conveation. Mr. Piché then- touched
on different lines oa which the province
was makiag progress in forestry matters.
In their province the re-organization of the
forast service had been foliowed by the
establishment of a forest school, and they
wera now going on to furthar measures.
Onu of these was a combiaed forest and
water-power serviee. Progress had been
made in the cruation of towaship forest
raserves, -which now numberad elevan,
with a total area, of 120,000 acres, and
which they hoped soon to extend. Refor-
estation was also engaging their attention
and naxt spring they hopad to start that
work at Laehute and possibly at Berthier.
Reductioný of wasta in methoda of lumber-
ing was also engaging their attention.

Mr. iEliwood Wilson urgea the naed for
the establishment of a achool for forest
raagers, whieh 'would, in the course of aý
f aw weeks, give pupils some alemeatary
notion of forestry along with matters in-
volved in their daily routine, such as the
management of canoes, etc.

Mayor Hopewe]i, of Ottawa, and Mr. R.
D3. Prettie, of the C. P. R. forestry depart-
ment, wera also to have spoken, but wera
detainad.

The session adjourned at 12.30 p.m.

Thursday Afternoofl.

The lirst business taken up at Thursday
afternoon's session was the report of the
nominating committee, which recommead-
ed the f ollowing as office-holdars for the
year 1910-11:-

Patron-H.R.H. the Governor General.
Hon orary President-Rt. Hon. R. L. Borden.
Eonorary Fost Preoident -Rt. Hlou. Sir Wil.

frid Laurier.
President-John Headry, Eaq., Vancouver.
Vice-Preeident-H-on. W. A. Charlton, Toronto.

Territorial Vice-Pre8ideuf s.

Ont.-Hon. W. H. Hearst.
Que.-Hon. Jules Allard.
N.B.-Hon. J. K. Flemming.
N.S-Hon. G. H. Murray.
Man.-Hoa. R. P. Roblin.
1'P.B..-Hon. J. A. Matheson.
Saek.-H-is Hlonor G. W. Brown.
Ala-Hon. A. L. Silton.
BOC-Hon, W. R. Rosa.
Yukon--geo. Black, Commissioner.
Mackenzie-F. D. Wilson.

>Keewatin-1-is Honor D. C. Cameron.
lingava-1118 Grace, Mgr. Bruchesi, Arch-

bishop of Montreal.


