
ON AN ICEBERG IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC IN 18-1.

Sub-Enclosure in No. 46.

Sir, St. John's, Newfoundland, 5 May 1852..
I H AD the honour to receive your letter of this date, and, in compliance with your request,

I have made inquiry from several, memnbers 'of the Commercial Soc'ety, and cp obinin nq
information relative to the vessels said to have been seen in the icè in April 1851.

It is evident that there must have been some misapprehension onthe part of thé persons
who supposed tbey had seen such vessels, occasioned peîhaps by, the deceptive appearance
that icebergs assume under some peculiar actio. of the atmospere, for it is abnost impossible
that an iceberg of the magnitude and description spoken of the crew'of the "Renovation"
could hav ,passed dlong this coast from tie north, and have reached the latitude of Ca>e Race,
without having been seen by some of the numerous sealin esséls wliich cohètaitlyintersect
the field ice in the months of March and ril; and if it lad escaped their oliservaion;it ist
have been sein when 'Within 30 miles of ape Race by others of the #very may vessels .hai
pass this island at that season, on their way to or from the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Nova
Scotia, and New Brunswick, or by one of the steamers that weeklypass within a few miles
of the Cape, on their way from Liverbool to Halifax, or the States.

The opinion is very general here that no such vessels could have been scen by the crew-of
the "IRenovation.î

I hiave, &c.
TheIlonourable James Crowdy, (signed) Wm. Thomas.

Colonial Secretary,
&c. &c. &c.

No. 47
Admiralty, 2 June 1852.

Commodore Superintendent at Woolwich,
REFERRUNG to your communication of the 17th April last, upon the subject of

painting the " Erebus" and "'Terror," myLords desire that you will state for
their information how their lower masts were painted.

By command of their Lordships.
(signed) W. A. B. Hamilton.

No. 48.

Sir, Woolwich Yard, a June 1852.
AGREEABLY to your minute on Captain Hamilton's letter of yesterday, we have

to acquaint you that the lower mnasts of the "Erebus" and "Terror" were
painted white when they left this port.

We are, &c.
(signed) O. Lang, Master Shipwright..

H. Chatfteld, Assistant ditto.'
(Mr. Peake sick.)

The Commodore Superintendent.

Submitted for the information of their ,Lordships.

Henry Eden, Commodore Superintendent.

The Secretary of the Admiralty.

N o. 49.
Sir, Quebec, 21 Ma .1852.

HAvynG by the last mail acknowledged the receipt of your1lettero 9ftheraQth
ultimo, informing me of their Lordships' anxiety to obtainevery'iförmation
with regard to the ships seen on the ice by the brgd"'Renovation,í p riakut
2oth April 1851, and theirdiictions 'that o stld iniinediately mniunicàate
with Mr. Lynch (a passenge i4 that e e té s ),
pointing out two questions.poi portarc 'thia; hut ad,
previous to the receipt of yor e rtaken meas h hlm xamine t
.Prescüt b li colecf6 r o custnsý fia l e s
questionto bre utliin and
shipsby ther mâilycand also h ag n e


