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ON AN ICEBERG IN THE—NORTH:‘ATLANTIC IN 1851, 35

Sub-Euclosm'e in No. 46.

Sll‘, o ‘ ‘ | St. John’s Newfoundland, 5 May 1852.) .

1 BAD the honour to receiye your letter of thls date, and, m compliance with your request,
I have made inquiry from several, members of the Commercml é)oclety, and can obfain ng
information relative to the vessels said to have been seen in the ica in Apnl 1851.

It is cvident that there must have been some mlsapptehensxon on‘the part of thé perscns |
who ' supposed they had scen such wvessels, occasioned perhaps by the deceptive appearance
that icebergs assume under some peculiar action of the atmosphere, for it'is almost mposslble
that an 1eeberg of the magnitnde and description spoken of by the crew of the « Renovation ”
could havejpass d alonrr this coast from the north, and have reached the latitude of Cape Race,
without h'wmo een scen by gome of the numerous sealing vesséls which constaritly’ intersect .
the field ice'in  the months of March and April; andif it had escaped their observation; it must -
have been seen when ‘within 30 miles of CIa).pe Race by others of the yery many. vessels that
pass this island at that season on their way to or from the Gulf of St.;Lawrence, Nova
Scotia, and New Brunswick, or by one of the steamers that weekly.pass. w1th1n 2 few mxles
of the Cape, on ‘their ‘way from Liverpool to Halifax, or the States,

The optnion is very general hexe that no such, vessels oould have been seen by the crew ‘of
the ¢« Renov'r.tlon.’? :

I ‘ v IR v Ihave,&c
The. IIonoumble James Crowdy, I ! (s1gned) Wm. Thomas.
Colonial Sceretary, Co , ‘

&e, &e. &e.

~ No. 47
Admlralty, 2 June 1852.
Commodore Supenntendent at Woolwich,
REerERRING to your communication of the 17th Aprll last upon the subject of
painting the * Erebus” and “Terror,” my'Lords .desire that you. wxll state for

their information how their lower masts were pamted

| By command of their- Lordshlps. C
(SIgned) - W. A, B. Hamilton.

No. 48

Sir, : ' Woolwmh Yard 3 June 1852
AcRreEABLY to your minute on Captain Hamxltons letter of yesterday, we have
to acquaint you that the lower masts of the “hrebus and “ Terror ‘were
painted whlte when they left this port. | S ‘ |

We are, &c.
(signed) O Lang, Master S}npwnght..‘ !
S H. Clzagﬁeld Assistant ditto.” =
(Mr. Peake sick) !

¥

The Commodore Supermtendent.
Submltted for the, information of their LOI‘dShlpS.
R | - Henr_y Eden, Commodore Supermtendent
"I“he‘S“‘ec‘retery of the Admiralty. =~~~ o e
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- Sir, K ' - . Quebec,zmuMay 41852
Havine by the last mail acknowledged the recelpt of your letter. of the:30th

" ultimo, informing me of their Lordshlps .anxiety to obtain: zeverynnformatxon

”.

with regard to the ships seen on the ice by the“bmgn{%rReno,vatlon;»z. on: or<about
20th April 1851, and.their. dlrectxonsuthat JE: ‘shouldmmmedmtelymommumcate ‘
with Mr. Lynch (a pagsenger. i in that,yessel “atytge&. time tHe Vesselsiwere.seen),
pointing: out two questions, ofmmportance 0 be‘submlttetf to;hun sibutasd had,
previous to-the receipt' of: -your, letter, 1 taken measureprto have hlm exammed,gat

Prescott " by the" Lcollecfor of "customs.,; ofwthat rpIace, bt mg,itihe fnecessgry L
Guestions o bef,p‘umos him; andzreqpestmggheﬁwoul% orwarch th tojjgheneg Lord’ ‘ R
 ships: by ther mally;w:andx alsw havmgwshown eLleu‘ fé"’n“aﬂ*tniHerbert*JothIodd’ L
2 R 4’***@"’”i;atement, i




