54 Victoria. 30th April. 9

The Honourable the Speaker commanded the Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod to proceed to the House of Commons and acquaint that House—*It is His
Excellency’s pleasure they attend him immediately in this House.”

Who being come,

The Honourable Peter White said :—

May 1t PLEASE YourR EXCELLENCY,—

The House of Commons have elected me as their Speaker, though I am bat little
able to fulfil the important duties thus assigned to me. .

If, in the performance of those duties, I should at any time fall into error, I
pray that the fault may be imputed to me, and not to the Commons, whose servant
I am, and who through me, the better to enable them to discharge their duty to
their Queen and Country, humbly claim all their undoubted rights and privileges,
especially that they may have freedom of speech in their debates, access to Your
Excellency’s person at all seasonable times, and that their proceedings may receive
from Your Excellency the most favourable consideration,

The Honourable the Speaker of this House then said :

Mr. SreakEr,—I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor General to
declare to you that he freely confides in the duty and attachment of the House of
Commons to Her Majesty’s Person and Government; and not doubting that their
proceedings will be conducted with wisdom, temper and prudence, he grants, and
upon all oceasions will recognize and allow, their constitutional privileges. I am
commanded, also, to assure you that the Commons shall have ready access to His
Excellency upon all seasonable occasions, and that their proceedings, as well as your
words and actions, will constantly receive from him the most favourable construction.

His Excellency the Governor General was then pleased to open the Session by
ag/rac_i_pus Speech to both Houses.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I am glad to welcome you to the duties of the first Session of a new Parliament,
which I hope will be memorable for wise deliberations, and for measures adapted to
the progress and development of the Dominion.

The season in which you are assembled has opened auspiciously for the indus-
tries of our people. Let us hope that their labours may be crowned with fruitful
returns from land and sea, and that the great resources of Canada may continue to
reward the toil and enterprise of its inhabitants. .

My advisers, availing themselves of opportunities which were presented in the
closing months of last year, caused the Administration of the United States to be
reminded of the willingness of the Government of Canada to join in making efforts
for the extension and development of the trade between the Republic and the Dom-
inion, as well as for the friendly adjustment of those matters of an international
character which remain unsettled. I am pleased to say that these representations
have resulted in an assurance that, in October next, the Government of the United
States will be prepared to enter on a Conference to consider the best means of arriv-
ing at a practical solution of these important questions. The papers relating to this
subject will be laid before you.

Under these circumstances, and in the hope that the proposed Conference may
result in arrangements beneficial to both countries, you will ﬁe called upon to con-.
sider the expediency of extending, for the present season, the principal provisions
of'the protocol annexed to the Washington Treaty, 1888, known as the Modus Vivends.

A disposition having been manifested in the United Kingdom to impose on sea-
going ships engaged in the cattle trade increased safeguards for life and greater
restrictions against improper treatment, a careful onquiry has been made as to the



