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2'II TRUTH ABOUT JRELAND- VI.

IN5 rt V. in TuE WEEK for February 27, there are
'U' clericai errors, partly owing to the fact that
&Itbr ûng cal culated prices on varions scales, and

1a the fact that the Dublin Warder, f rom whicb the
lie6ý8 for 1891 were quoted, gives different measures for

*beat, bartey and oats. The draft was correct, but the
Msaearase in fair capying for the press.

%fder, com1prative prices of the cereals sbould read as

I>A"Hut YOUN(; 1779.
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WVheat, per 280 Ih.,
average .............. 17 6

Barley, per 224 l)).,
average..-............14 1Oats, per 112 Ibs., aver-

.WP ý fl
1Tge.......... 6a

b~tr6 e picsand aiso the general average for meat,t'e (teandcereals, are the sanie as in my last paper, and
Oeeg show a thyat in 1891 prices average 56 per

1852 COMPARED WITH 1886.
Inl 1852 Ireland was vatued for the purpose of taxation

()017thePor aw. t istrnown as Griffithe valuation.
vR aio was based on the average prices of produce1ta t tuf i viedo

01 theb8 t vle at three-fonrtliso 75 per cent.
rent of lting vainue. Tbus if a fant was fairly worth a

'O o 40, it was assessed at £30, aithougli it miglit be'e ony £25 or £35. The sanie principie prevails in
t.and0 Fanm land there is comnionly valned for local

Th i urpases at 80 per cent. of the letting value.e princi le rules here. If a fanmer i Ontario was
WOUde yaw to sell bis land at its assessed value lie

Bay that le was robbed. i w n
In1886 the London Times repnblished i w n

%p aled 9VOtunes ahl the numnerons letters whicli had
nia 11 Iits col unis froni aIl sorts of peop)le, respecting

'tI"" 1-ome -Rule Bill. Tbey forni a perfect Ency.
Theiae r aflairs.

T 6 late M. Arthur Kavanagli was a wealtby Irish
kin ner and was descended froni one of the genuine

oOf Ineîand.lie was a very able and intelligent
61%4 Mardi, 1886 (see vol. 2, p. 375), there is a very'rate l etten frani hi; and on p. 305, there is another
an11îtîers Stewart,1"a landiord and aiea a farmner
%nbi68 t laie Roal " I have colated the following

t4ýl8 O Pries romtheir letters
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rd percent. higlier in 1886 than in 1852.se O a wide average, the fariners gat for the
cent* mOre tban tbey did wben Griffith made
111 185 2.

%laeof the six articles, priced in THE
Iry 27, wa n-haîf of one per cent.

,ary as t tan in 1886.
tov PI0t lat the charges againet the land-

inass, "f laving undnty raised their rente are
1led Tf e average rent of the seven and a
1f acres under the Land Act, before beingt~ at eAt, wae anty 13s. 4d. or $3.24 per
srthai'd and prices average mc rae

FAIRPLAY RADICAL.

ON LOU'S BIRTIIDAY.

T0-DAY i4 thy birtbday, Lou,
And the dawn of thy twentieth year;

With happiness may it strew
Tby patli, and its hours be few

That hold for thy life a tear.

On tbee faits this gif t of Time
As the leaf shade faits on the flower,

As sweetiy as falletb the chime
Of bells on the air at prime,

Or the purpled vesper bour.

So cold is the opening year
In its gittering robe of snow,

So stormy this montb, and drear,
God made it thy birth mnontb, dear,

Some pleasure that it might know.
ARTHUR WECIR.

AMontreal, January 3.

BESS.

liER pet-naine tuits her exactly, because it suggested, to
my mind a t least, just such a rosy, rustie, unspoiled,

littie laase as she realty is. But she lias berseif a curions
fancy for lier stately, old-fashioned, cbristened name; and
when 1 said once that it was too grand for sucb a simple
tittie maiden, that the Elizabeth was a queen, she retorted
with quaint dignity : IlWell, amn not 1 a queen ?" In
spite of this bold declaration of rigbt, sbe is flot consclous
of ber power : but that tlie word was spoken in jest, makes
it noue the les true. lier sovereignty over ns ait, father,
mother, misters, summer boarders, is complete and undis-
puted. Neyer liad monarcli more devoted subjecte ; and
neyer were subjects ruled with sucb beneficent sway.
The secret of lier power is tbat sbe bas founded ber
queensbip on tbe divine riglit of service. Like another
Elizabeth,

waiting stili
On the turnhulgs (f your wilI,

sbe is ready at any moment to do arîy tbing slie is bid.
Sbe pervades the old liomestead like tbe ligbt, doing lier
nunibertess errands in its quiet, cheering fasbion. It is
flot aiways necessary to tell ber wbat to do ; she seenis to
know wbat you want before you are aware yourseif and
tatres a quiet delight in forestatling your wisbes. Otd-
fashioned people cati ber Ilbiddabte ; but neyer ta lier
face. Sbe is flot praised, only loved and sa she bas no
notion that elie is in any Wsay difforent from otber girls,
Tliis is ber chief but flot ber only amiable quatity. Ie it
any wonder that we aIl love lier?

Sbe is flot a beautifut cbutd in tbe usual sense of tbe
terni. Sbe bas grown too fast, is tati for ber age and
slim ; but uncommonly graceful botli in mavement and in
repose. Liglit, qniok motions, as dancing and running,
are natural to ber and sbe deligbts in tbem. Wben 1
want a picture of Bess, it is tlie reed sliaken in tbe wind
tbat cornes first before tbe inward eye ; neyer at rest and
neyer for a moment losing an atoni of swaying grace, no mat-
ter how violent the agitation. Very few wonld bave calted
lier even pretty. Sbe tacks brilliant catour, lier froctre
are always of neutrat tinted stufi; grey or brown, to suit
ber eyes and bair. lier bair is without beauty of curt or
gioss or special luxuriance ; of tliat colour we caît brown,
for lack of a better word ; but, flying round ber shouiders
and low on ber forehead, it seeme the oniy fitting frame
for ber face. As 1 said, sbe is a country lass, tao fond of
gatbering fiawers in a land where flawers are plenty, and
too, prone to consider bats and veile as Sunday
nuisances to bave a complexion of roses and creani. She
bas not escaped frecktes, but these sun-printed beauty
spots are oniy evidence of a fine textured strin. Tlie con-
tour of ber face is evenly round, but not over fuit ; and
ber cbeeks are titre the sides of softly rosy apples, in wbicb
tbe red fades into white by sucb subtie gradations that
you can bardly be certain of tbe colour. Wben Bess
plays, and she is fond of a bearty romp, ber cotour
deepens but neyer changes into an unbecoming flusb.
lier eyes are onty ordinary grey eyes ; but tbey are large
and very clear, and the eye-browe weil deflned and bigli
arcbed. Tbeir habituai expression is frank, kindly and
merry ; very honest eyes, that atways look straigbt into
yours. Her moutb is nat a rose-bud or a cnpid's bow ;
but an ordinary welt cut moutb tbat breaks readity into
a smite. lier nase is of even lengtli and bas just enough
piquant upward curve to give to the wbole face a brigbt
air of curiasity. In a word, it is just tbe sort of face
artiste love in their modela of rustic beanty, only not
awkward or coar,3e. Birket Foster's girls are something
litre lier. Bess is now wliat Perdita must bave been at
ten years of age, a nympb of tlie woodtand rather tban
the fiat fields.

It is simple justice ta state that Bess possesses one
physicai cbarm t-itt woutd go far to matre a plainer
cbiid attractive-a pleasing voice. Lt is clear, low-pitclied
and wel-modulated and charged witb a becoming quaiity of
sbyness. Her taugli is unusualiy pleasant ta bear, rippling
and bubbling up f rom a pure, bappy beart. Lt je weli
wortli tbe trouble of burdening your memory with staries
ta witness ber merriment at theni ; and taking tinie ta
explain picture books ta lier, ta hear lier confidential
commente on tliem.

Bese litres bookse alniost as mucb as flowers, pets and

play ; and one of lier favourite nooke is the corner of the
linge old sofa, nearest the window, whither she atways
resorts ta read. Curled up in lier nest, ber face bent aver
book and almost bidden by ber veit of liair, she maires a
picture I do not tire of contemptating. When 1 was flrst
bonoured with ber friendship we ueed ta get mucb pleasure
out of an illustrated Shakespeare, sbe questioning and 1
explaining. 1 was auïply repaid for the time and stigbt
trouble expended. Bess bad the habit of coming ont ta
my big roctring chair on tbe verandab, after dinner, every
summer evening, and cliatting titi bed-time. We discussed
ail sorts of questions, flowers, tlie painter, puppy's educa-
tion, lier doll's complexions (Bess langbing saftly at the
absurdity of this last debate>, tbe state of crops, or what-
ever came inta lier head. These were pleasant conferences
for botb friends. One niglit af ter the Shakespeare exposi-
tions, Bess ctiinbed up ta ber usual percb and said, without
any preface :

I saw Romen and Juliet to-day. Yeti, I did. Charlie's
white pigeon was up on tbe pigeon-bouse and the blackr
one was on the ladder, tatking ta her. Just liko the
picture.'

And ebe laughed nierrity in enjaynient of muy surprise.
Notbîng is wasted on lier.

Sbe bas a fashion of niaking speeches which are gently
and unconeciouely ironical. One nigbt tbe famuly was
gatbered round tbe dining-room table, papa reading bis
noepaper, the girls busy with woman's work and the
children at tbeir tessons. Tliere bad been a long pause in
the taltr, in wbicli Bese bad been trying ta salve some
probleni, not laid down in ber scboot-books. At last se
broke the silence witli papa, doesn't everybody have ta
tbink before they speak " 'rbere was a shont of taugbter,
which puzzted but did not abasb ber, and she repeated tbe
question. Bese thinke before she speake and wae trying ta
arrive at a generat law.

Poetry she liked, especially wbat sbe caiied funny
paetry. It was a genuine pleesure ta read "lEdward
Gray " or 'I'lie Lord of Burleigb " to lier, and ta find how
thoronghty ebe feit tbe charni of the musical words. Once,
ta gratify ber, 1 tried "lThe Skipping-Rope," as verse that
might bejustty called funny. Bess made no comment for
a moment, after ber fashion of tbinking before sbe speake,
tben, lifting a smiling but puzzied face, queried : I That
doesn't sound litre grown-up people's poetry, does it 1" wbicb
seenis ta me the best passible critique on the unfortunate
versicles.

Lt is no wonder that she can appreciate beautif ul poems.
Some fine instinct of sieterliood witb theni muet guide ber
snbtiy and unconsciously, for elie is lierself a living poem.
She lias a facutty for doing graceful tliings artlessiy ; for
ebe is a perfect child. She litres ta dres herseif in the
long pliant sprays of spiria, and manages ta caver lier
frock completely witb tbe white flowere. Then, witb a
coronal of thie snawy, star-like blossois an lier dartr,
flowing bair, ebe looks titre a little South Sea Island princes
an a festal day. One afternoon in spring wlien Bes bad
arrayed lierseif in this fantastie garb, we ail went for a
stroil tbrougb the grounde of pur ricb neiglibour ; tlie fence
wae down between and we bad permission ta go where we
liked. In a clunip of trees beside the drive were two or
tliree statues, Flora and Diana, if I remember rigbtty.
What sndden fancy took possession of the cbild, 1 cannot
say, but she went up ta the marbie wonian, put lier arme
round tbe neck of stone and kissed the unbreatbing lips ;
then taking thie wreatb from lier own liead, ebe placed it,
in tbe prettieet way, upan moveleas, braided tresses of
the chaste goddese. Lt was over in a minute, but the
cool, green centre of the littie grave inta which tbe briglit
spring sunebine ebat between tbe looped branches, the
flower-clad girl before tbe eyeless marbie made an inefface-
able picture in my memory. Wlien she came back, leaving
ber wreath ta witlier an Diana's braw, ebe offered no
explanation for ber pagan rite. No one put any question
ta lier, but 1 pondered aver it and tried ta read the
omens. And she was fuit of sncb uncansciaus poetry.

Few people could live under tbe same roof with lier and
not grow fond of sucb a cbild. There was one, at ieast,
wbo coutd not, lie wlio now dedicates witb gratitude and
hnmility this cotunin ta the memory of a serene and flaw-
tes friendsbip. Atciti BALD MAC MECHJAN.

Daihou8ie Colleye, H'alifax, N. S.

TII/SlA MBLER.

IT would be easy ta fIll very mucb mare than one cotumnn
iof THaz Wmzs witb notices and opinions, ail favaurabie

and expressed at great lengtb, of Sir Artbur Sullivan'a
IlIvanboe." TlieIl"four tans " of piano and vocal score,
atready snbscribed for, bear flattering testimany ta its
wanderful success. 1 recommaend ail wbo wisb to see
sketches of the euperb %cenery and extracts (nat 80 satis-
factary> of the musical portion, ta look over a recent nuniber
of tbe Pail Mail Budget, the very live journal, cond ucted by
a nepbew of John Morley, the well.known politician. In
ait details of stage management I l vanlioe " appears ta be
vastly mare thorougli than previaus simitar productions on
the Engiieli stage. To enanre the effect of baving been
worn for sanie time and subjected ta rougli usage, the cos-
tumes attotted ta the Saxon churte and retainers have been
Iltwice dirtied and twice cteaned " before being snbmitted
ta the gaze of the criticat at the Royal Englieli Opera
House. This is reaîism, if anytbing is. Thie only camic
cliaracter is aur atd friend, IdFriar Tnck," wbose sang,
IdHo, Joily Jenkmn," wautd appear toasmactr mightily


