
THE MARITIME PRESI3YTERIAN.'9

"Honor tho Lord with thy substanco
~and with the first fruits ef ail thino in-
crese" le i the Divine comnmand ; "1Se
ýjha. thy barne bc filled with plonty and
thy presses ehalî burst on t with now wine"
is the Divine promise linked te tho cern-
xnand. In obeying the comnmand we are
but roturning a. littie of Hie :)wu."h
silver and the gold are Ris, and the cattie
en a thousand bill, "-"1 The earth je the
Lord's and the fuiness thereof." What
we have ie entructed te un te use wisely
and well, and from cadi ene ef us will
Ho soon require an account of our steward-
ship.

T13E MOTIVE IN GIVING.

"Hoxor, the Lord."' To do this we
muet give i faith. Both Cain and Abel
bronght offerings porhaps equal in value,
but Cain's sacrifice did net honer the
Lord. To Gain and te hie offering the.
Lord had net respect. There was ne
laith, and*whatsoever je net ef faithisj
sin. " «By fafth Abel offered. a more ex-
collent sacrifice than Gain."$

We muest give in humillty, froni grati-
tude and net for the praise of men. The
Pharisees gave that they xnight be seen ef
men. They sought te honor themselyes
.andnot the Lord.

We muet give ne an act ef wership.
"Corne into My courts and bring an ef-

fering with .you. " To brlng the ofl'cring
and preoent it in an acceptable manner
je as ýreaily an act ef worship, as te corne
into Hie courts te, sing Hie praise, read
His word or supplicate Hie mercy. If
from seifish motives men kecp back thr.
*offering how cen they worship, acceptably.

Giving should b. in proportion te, wh.ýt
Ho has given n. To whomn Ho giveth«
little from thorn Ho expects but little,
te whom mucl iB given £romn theun much
is recpired.-We should give regulnrly
and systematicaily. Au long as God
givos te us and in like proportion as He
gives te us dees our obligation romain te
return a pairt ef Hie own te Rira.

MuE FIB.ST Frl'IT.

Ho plainly telle us that the particular
part of the substanco with whio.h wea are te
honor Him is the firat fruits, Mhs lan-
guago while roforring prirnarily to hue-
bandmen applies -to ail. The first fruits
are the firat partgiven te God out of our
income, no matter whothor wn ho farm-
ors, xhechanics, winistors, or morohants.
Tho xninistor recei vos bis quart er'as alary,
the firet portion eut ef it laid naido for
God, for religions and benovolont objecte.
The firet part of the nierchante incomo
or the mechanio's wages, the first ef tho
produce ef the farmer's dairy or loom le
as really firest fruits aa the fir.3t bushol of
cern frein the bin or the first lamb frein
the flock.

There i.s something very signifloant; in
the terin first fruits. The first is gener-
ally the beet and nothing elso will honor
Hlm. How many leave Qod'a share te
the lest. They are net Bure whether they
have anything for Rum or net. Tlîcy
muet have ail their own desires gratified
and thon if thero is anything loft, well,
if net4 Re must go without. 19 it aûiy
wonder that eucli people are spiritully
and often unaterially peer.

13OW MUCUI SHOtTLD WrE GIVE?

That muet be left te every mnan's con-
science. Giving le an a.et of worahip and
like ail othor acts of wors'hip it le free.
There eau ho no law laid downm as te hew
mucli mon should pray or re,%d God's
word, neither can there ho as te wlhat
proportion ail should give.

tlnder the Old Testament deaenaation
religioua duties were minutely preecribed.
A certain nuxaber ef faste wero b hbe oh.
served, a certain number ef sacrifices of-
fered, and a certain proportion given te
God. Now we are free, net frein the ob-
ligation te perforin these duties, but as
te the particular way la which they shall
be performed. But, reascning frein
analogy, surely ne los should ho given
by those Who enjoy the ligh b of gospel
turnes thani by the Jews who were less
Whihy fa;ýored. Mai-y do givo a tenth
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