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whole ten days, carrying out the more restless
ones and the lighter ones first. Had not quite a
number of them been short of stores, weather
even so favorable would scarcely have tempted
me to carry out so manny, for I had an irrepres-
sible impression during the whole ten days that
such weather was ‘“‘just too sweet’’ to last. How-
ever, it afforded an excellent opportunity to sup-
ply those needing stores and get them nicely
started brooding. I found them on the whole in
very good condition, that is those carried out—
there are some eighteen or twenty of the heav-
iest in the cellar yet perfectly quiet, and there
they will remain I think for some tinie as the
weather is now cool, cloudy and generally un-
favorable. I found a few colonies, some five or
six, dead from starvation and a few dead of
diarrheea, while all the others were bright, clean
and healthy. That we have considerable yet to
learn about the causes (occult enough) of bee
diarrheea, and the conditions governing winter
consumption of stores, is evident enough. Here
are two colonies side by side in winter quarters
fixed up in exactly the same manner, with an
equal amount of stores in the Fall, same race of
bees, and queens of same age. In the Spring
upon removing them we find one in first-rate
condition, clean, healthy and bright, with over
half of the stores in the hive. The other has
consumed the whole of its stores including even
the most of the pollen and has starved to death,
without the slightest sign of diarrhaea or other
disease notwithstanding the very large consump-
tion of honey and pollen. Here are two other
hives side by side apparently similar in all re-
spects in the Fall, and fixed up the same. In
the Spring one is dead ot diarrheea with nearly
the whole of the stores in the hive, while the
other is in first-rate condition, clean, dry, bright
and healthy. These things I bave witnessed
within a fortnight; and I have been thinking
and studying and turning the matter over and
over in my mind seek‘ing- a solution. What the
results of my cogitations and investigations may,
be I will report later should anything come in
sight worth reporting. I tell you friends we
have ‘‘more than considerable” to learn yet
about this wintering problem. True we havle'
got so that we can winter with little loss from
diarrhcea, but when shall we complefely over-
come even the minimum ? Thatis the question.
Hawever, considering that the honey failed ‘so
eanly last season: (the last of July)'and that the

hand in the future in wintering. Nor, fortunate-
ly, has the acquisition cost me much. Success
naturally inflates us. Every Fall when we put
our bees away we think we know it all—that is,
about wintering, for have we not been in the
habit of bringing our bees through all right ?
But a Spring comes and we wake up out of our
“hibernating” sleeep with considerable of the
conceit gone, for if we lose but one colony and
cannot for the life of us divine the causes, ‘‘even
in heaven above or earth beneath,” our know-
ledge is discounted as well as our conceit. But
let us observe carefully and accurately, study
and classify the facts, and reason logically from
them and we may hope to ultimately arrive at
the good of complete apiarian knowledge and
success.
ALLEN PRINGLE.

Selby. Ont., April 26th, '86.

We have no Lesitation in saying that
“Gleanings in Bee Culture’ deserves the
warmest support of all our friends. In refer-
ence to bees dying we are fully convinced
that there is more danger from having the
temperature too low than too high. and if
bees are not disturbed for six or eight weeks
before they go into winter quarters and are
all nicely prepared before winter sets in they
are sure to come through in far better con-
dition than if disturbed. If you are indiffer-
ent to the way your bees come out in the .
Spring just disturb them some before putting,
them away iuvr winter. By the way, it was
at friend Pringle’s suggestion that the date
is inserted on every folio, and we desire now
to publicly thank him fer it.
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THE POLLEN THEORY IS NOT SCIENTIFIC.
N his paper on the Pollen Theory, read at
@ the late North American Convention at De-
troit, Prof. Cook asks: **Is it not scientific
then to urge that pure carbo-hydrates are the
best tood on which to winter our bees {"’
* In answer to the question I submit the followr
ing statements of physiolggists, whose high
standing Prof. Cogk will hardly question ;

" Speaking of nitrogenous substances, Dr. J. C.
Dalton, jr.,says:, “ No fagd can.long be putri-
tious ynless a certain proportion. of these subs

 stances be presept. in it, Since they, are.so
apundant as ingredients ,of ;the body, their losg.
is felt more spegdily and.. promptly, than. that of
_aély.; qther, substance.. except. water,'—(Dgiton s

reatise op Human Physiglagy,.3rd.ed., p,.309.) - -

. | Prof. Huxley sgys :. :* Whether an animal be: -
‘herhivorous or carnivorgys,. it begins, to starve .
O the moment  jt§ vital food stuffs copaist, of -
Ppre amyloids or fats, of, any. mixtuce of them,, .
[ T{ ‘spfiers, from .what, may, he, called nitrogen.n

‘starvation, and sooner or later will die. In this-

bees_ had to be fed so much and so often, they:
have :come through remarkably well.: And T
have learned something from the Fall and Wiriter |
expetience. Indeed I think I have leameda
gooddeal which will élirel); stand me.in goo’d




