THE FARMER’S

before it is fed out ; thus, poor, un-
in large lumps healthful food is continually supplied. Then, if

down, and only a very thin surface is removed all over, that
some extent, been

further exposed,

918

comes packed so hard that by the time it is dry moulded

enough to plow the land turns up

that are almost impossible to work
later in the summer it cannot retain moisture as immediately under it has, to

readily as if it had been handled properly; while reached by air, and, upon being
on well-tiled fields work can commence soon after at once begins Lo deteriorate. But
the raining ceases, and the soil will work up very built of a diameter that will furnish a good feed,
easily into a good mellow condition, that is not and allow of removing from 4 to ¢ or 7 inches
easily affected by dry weather when it comes. each time, we have arranged O supply our stock

Tile will pay for itself in most crops in three with a good, cheap, wholesome food, and can rest
years, and will frequently do so in a single season. assured that the silo will prove an investment of

The greatest results can be noticed in hoe crops, great value.
and on clay loam or sand loam soils. In order to arrive at a proper size a silo
The cost of tile draining differs very much with should be, to feed a given number of cattle, for a
the soil to be dealt with, but in ordinary soil, given time, 1 wish to submit the following care-

when the depth of trench would not exceed three fylly-prepared table.
a feeding period of

feet, tile should be laid at a cost of about $12.00 The following is based on

per acre, about half of which would be the cost six months, but, if intended to store fodder for a

of tile. Tile can be successfully laid on very Jonger period of [eeding, these figures will give

flat land. 1 know of fields where the tile drains data on which to base any further calculation :
But 1. A silo 24 feet high, 12 feet in diameter,

are 60 rods long, and laid on a water level.
in case of land as flat as this, nothing smaller (il feed 16 grown
than four-inch tile should be used; while three-inch phouse five acres of good corn.

tile would be large enough for 60-rod drains if o A silo 24 feet high, 14 feet diameter,

there was 10 or 12 inches fall. ) feed 18 grown cattle six months, and will house
The winter season seems to be the best time gayven acres of corn.

to do the work. Help is easily obtained, and 3 A silo 30 feet high, 16 foct diameter,

there is usually a little water in the soil, which foed 30 cattle six months,

ADVOCATE.

if a silo is

cattle six months, and will

will It is a

will a good math for

and will house 10 acres
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passing through Huntingdon one day, and he was
attracted by the fine appearance of Mr. T.'s o
chard, which got its annual wash with unleached
wood ashes 1n the spring. As they were chatting
about diflerent lines of farming, Mr. Spencer, re
marked, ‘‘ Have you ever noticed how the grass
starts up so quickly and more vigorously along «
few feet out from the fences ? ] have often won
dered how it was, and why it didn't grow as well
in the center of the field."” ‘“ Yes,”” said Mr. T
‘1 have noticed 1it, and your own observation
has, in my opinion, given the clue to the whole
situation. You see, the <now-banks along the
fences protect the clovers and grasses until late
in the spring, and they begin to grow even before
all the snow is gone.’’ ““That gave me,”’ says
Mr. T., ‘“ an idea, and 1 said to myself, I will try
to protect the plants in the center of the field by
leaving the aftermath, and, instead of using that
to pasture my COwWs, I will grow more corn and
supplementary feeds. I did so, and that is how
my meadows cut more hay than my neighbors’,
until they adopted a similar practice.”
noteworthy fact that many Middlesex
. farmers who pasture steers in large numbers never
overstock their meadows, sO that there is always
the protection of the plants in

winter T. G. RAYNOR

is very necessary when tiling by hand. of COTT.
In using a tile-laying machine, the early fall 1f il » o ) lace

) A R e . s p()smbl(, do not set any silo in a place R
is the best time, as the soil is firm and will bear where the cold, northerly winds will get a sweep Ontario Crop Report, May, 1909.
up‘the mf:chlne. I §. BURE- at it, as it is these winds which ireeze silage The following information regarding agricul
Essex Co., Ont. far more than a steady frost. tural conditions in the I'rovince about the middle
S Huntingdon Co., Que. ALE. A. GILMORE of May, has been issued by the Ontario Depart

The Round Stave Silo. [Note.—While fully harmonizing with Mr. ('l,l'_ mvnp of Agru‘ult.uro: o .

fair Vegetation.—In the opinion of many corre

more’s advice to build of such a size that a
o layer can be taken off each day, we would like t«
ask how he could feed six months from a
silo, and yet remove & depth of six, or even four
Making allowance for a cer

Editor ‘“ The Farmer's Advocate
The farmer who thinks of building a silo this
season should equip himself with all the informa-
tion he can get before commencing it. Too many inches at a feed ?
rush up any style or size of a silo without tain sponginess of the
thought, only to find later that they have made a successive layers to spring up son
very bad mistake. super-imposed layer is removed, we
nevertheless, a grave discrepancy in

think he wil
calcula

24-foot

mass, which causes the
iewhat when the during

» spondents of the Ontario Department of Agricul
ture, the growing season of 1909 is the latest
for at least a score of years, it being placed at

" from one to two weeks later than the average

The exceedingly wet and cool weather prevailing

April and the early part of May is the

Returns were made to the Department as

about the middle of May, and

1 cause.
. to the conditions

‘About the first thing to decide is what kind of find, a ‘ ' )

a silo to build, and, in answer to this, I would tion. The fact is, if one removes two inches a at that date more favorable weather conditions
£ » ’ b 7 iy ‘ i . . N

consider it day with a shovel, in such a way aS not to dis- had given a fresh impulse to growth in both field

lass feed and forest Up to that time, only the earliest

advocate the round, stave silo, as 1 :
has several important advantages over its next turb the layer beneath, he can have first-c ‘
competitor, the round, concrete silo @ that is, at all the way down. The point about the silag

not freezing so readily in a

the present time, anyway. : : :
crete silo is admittedly of considerable

First, is the consideration of frost penetrating ) Sy
: i i tance to stockmen 1n the colder districts of ("ar

the walls of concrete, and thus causing consider- ) ) .
ada, though, in \Western (Ontario, serious difficult
those wh

able more loss than has yet been found to take 2 ) )
; Ik A e from freezing is seldom experienced by
place in the wooden stave wall. I'his is due to : o .
3 . have concrete silos.—Itditor.]
the wood being a very poor conductor of heat. 1In
our district it is quite noticeable that the few SEEEES —
concrete silos we have do not protect the contents

from the ‘‘frost Kking "’ nearly so well as the ;
stave silo does. But, even il we do not consider May be Obtained.

the question of frost, the difference 1n the »u)st. Of Huntingdon, Que., has been the home for man
1_ho, two is so mut_'h in favor of the stave slln_ thul. cears of a number of first-c lass farmers Th
it is almost possible to build two for the price ol cynny Scot sottled in large numbers, knowing

How the Largest Cuts of Hay

one concrete .-?‘110, and some of our oldest stave rood proposition when he saw it, even in the
ones are yet 1n use, and, to all appearances, are¢  prough.
as good as new Of course, in order, to have a The other day | met a gentleman [ will ca

long-lived one, we must use rood wood, and 1 do . :
gl . i e E00% . 3 Jo who had farmed there some years g
not think that any of us can dispute the lasting ) E
e S but, owing to ill-health, the result of overwort
qualities of our native tamarack, or even good } = ) ,
. ) e had drifted into another line of occupatior
clean, firm hemlock is not to be passed as uncer- ) ) .
and was making a success ol it too.

tain to use in silo-c« nstruction.
ain 1or 1 . some, twenty-one years had

wooden as in a con-
impor- permit of live stock being turned upon them.

passed since he was

varieties of trees were coming into leaf, and in

e
most localities pastures were only beginning to
) Fall Wheat.—Reports concerning the prospects
\ of fall wheat vary greatly, c¢ven in the same lo
calities, some describing the crop as looking well,
thouch late, while others state that the fields are
not only backward in growth, but are thin, and
much “* spotted.” Owing to the dry period pre
vailine when most of the seeding was done, much
of the new fall wheat did not starl until the
rains of  late September came, and the young
v plants entered the winter with very little top
e Winter conditions, however, were not unfavorable
4 to the crop, except where ice formed, and an early
cpring crowth would have brought the fields along
but the cold and very wet weather of April

(8]

nicely;
11 retarded growth, and, on poorly-drained or low
y, land. almost drowned out the crop Much better
made on sandy and gravelly soils

<, growth was
moisture

,. than on clays, owing to the excessive

Although  While there are many patchy spots, plowing up o!

owing

the crop will not be generally resorted to,
but

1o the grass being seeded with the wheat,

\H‘ regards t,ht_' preserving quulit?t\s, no person  personally engaged in farming, Mr. T. has never
can  find _f“”“ with a 1’r“|“"'l)’!”““ and well- gt his love for the old farm or farm life In  barlev or other spring grains will be drilled into
hooped silo, for practically no alr can penetrate  (his he exemplifies the feeling of hundreds of men the hare spots The latest reports are the most
the walls who, by force of circumstances, have changed their favorable, showing that the crop 1s rapidly re
There are several varieties of stave silos, and vocation from farm life to some other calling, cuperating with the growing weather There is
of these none give better satisfaction than the perhups less arduous in a way, but certainly less less injury than usual reported from insects
common tongued and grooved 2-inch plank stave, independent Winter Rve.—The acreage of this crop is com
with iron feathers at ends, or joints of planks Our conversation at the hotel table, where we paratively small, it being raised chiefly for pas
Some vears ago, a few had plank walls built chanced to meet for the first time, drifted along turing. soiling, or for plowing under ' It has
round. with plain-edged staves, and, as long as the line of weeds and seed selection, and Mr. T done better than fall wheat, and is looking very
the hoops were tight, all was well, but just as gave e 50me of his experience He is one of well
soon as the wood became thoroughly dried, the those men who couldn't sleep if he knew there (Clover.—0Old  meadows poor, new meadows
n. promising, is a fair summary of the returns Tré€

stood in dan- was a wild-mustard plant anywhere on the farr

whole structure became loose, and
r any other noxious weed, for that matter I

ger of collapsing with the first wind storm which o

struck it. A remedy for this was to tighten

up was so impressed with the value of selecting his
that he said he used, in threshing with

le ceived regarding this crop Icarly reports spoke
of considerable heaving, but later returns state
that much of the loose sod is returning to place

every hoop—all the rods would stand—and then seed well
paint the outside, thus, to a certain extent, over- the old open-cylinder machine, to make four grad (lover was injured by the long dry spell covering
coming the swelling and shrinking that accom- ings of his oats The largest, plumpest oats the latter part of last r\mmm\l: and the early part
panies the filling and emptying euch year which came out at one place he would invariably of the fall. and in many instances it was ]msturvd
Of late years a double tongue and groove has  keep for seed, and. during winter evenings  he too closely. owing to the scarcity of todder. The
been used, but this, too, has disadvantages, OWw- would pick it over by hand, to be sure it was unusually cold spring, with frequent rains, also
to hold the dampness between  pure, and the very hest M. 1. always had good  hurt the crop, particularly on low or badly-
[ike fall wheat, clover looks hest

ing to its tendency
oat crops

drained land.
While many cor

the tongues.
The ordinary tongue and-groove plank stave It was, however, along the line of getting  a on hivh land and on light soils
presents the happy edium bet ween these two ex Lie cut of grass that he excelled \ neichbor  respondents predict a cood vield of hay. others
tremes, and, although it does not seem true, it is  used to sav to him, “*T- v. how is it that you are looking for a comparatively light cut
indeed the cheapest of all to build, as will be ex gt <o much more hay to the acre than we do 2" Sprine Sowing. — The  small portion of the
plained when I come to the erecting One morning the neighbor was greatly surprised prine crops that were put in early found an ex
Ilaving decided on the kind that is best to (o find «a larce ficld of hay. which was getting coellent seed bhed, but heavy rains immediately fol
build, next it 1is recessary to determine the size  past its prime, owWing to pressure of work. and lowed, amd  the land got too soft to work on
required, and this, too, is of great importance which he had seen standing when he went it makine further cowing almaost an im]m\sihilil_\ for
from several stnnd]mintﬂf\\'itilh. height. et« house for the night, all in the swath next amorn weel s oxeept inoa few cases, where to use the
The width should be such as will furnish a good ine. when he got up The foact was disclosed capressive lancuagce  of  some correspondents, the
feed for the ctock by removing 4 to 6 inches clear  that Mr 1. had run the mower all night. ratho TR puddled 7 in While those on high.
ACTrOss each time 1t s used By this method than 1ot that field of cood hav wet too ripe Tieht or well-drained land have made fair head-
good juicy, fresh silage is provided at all time: A T never pastured his neadows which (vowith their spring seeding, the hulk of farm-
for the stock, whereas if the silo was too large cvtended for a geod cut ol hay Ay oafter 1 Y wire ol more than half was through with
and only part of the surface was removed part e left ne a protection to the crown of the gt bat o work in the second week of Mayv—a most un-
way acress for one feed, and the remainder  for o Yaonmud md <o he alwiave cot o) N lgOrong I recard Tor Ontario However, farmers were
the next. that curface uncovered by the first 1 adowth IFhis is how  he diseo ored the P vl etieer 1o et oon the land svith the first
el v ery apt ta b \ $ nee a farmie OM the o SO v e £ Tyt and. while some cor-

moved has hecome o




