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Hon. Mr. Blair Votes Against the
Main Question,

Mr. Casg-rain’s'Amendment to Postpone Action Also Voted
- Down—Vote on the Resolution Was 117 For,
and 71 Against. N

\
\

t

Ottawa, Sept. 2—(Special)—The housc
divided on amendments of Mr. Boyd %o
Mr. Puttee’s amendment at 2 a. m.. Mr.
Puttee’s amendment was for government
vownership and operation of railways, and
Mr. Boyd’s was to’strike out governmeut
ownership and operation and to extend ihe

' gystem of government railways. Mr. Boyil's

amendment was defeated by 63 for to 119

The majority for the government was 51.
Mhe house divided again on Mr. Puttee’s
amendment, which was also lost.
 Mr. Blair voted with the government in
each case. -
The house then divided on the main
motion which was carried by 117 for to 71
wgainet, a majority of 46 for the govern-

ment.

%‘ d Tarte voted with the opposi-
tion, Txee also voted for Casgrain’e
emendment and against the main motion.

‘Among the conservatives who voted
nghinab  Mr. Puttee’s. amendment were
Ganong, Morin, Haggurt, Cochrane, Roes,
Osler, Wilmot, Pope, Bennett, Ward, Wil-
eon and Melntosh. Puttee’s amendment
was defeated by 50 for to 135 against
majority against 85>

Mr. Casgrain then ‘moved in amend-
ment to the main motion that the agree-
ment with G. T. R. be postponed until
sthe transportation commission has repott-
ed and until the members of parliament
had an opportunity to consult their con-
stituencies upon terms of the agreement.
The house divided on the Casgrain
wmendment which was lost by 70 for to
.!‘1,}74;gaﬁnst a majority for the governmeut

Blair voted with the opposition other-
wise it wds a party vote.

Ottawa, Sept. 1—(Special)—The debaie
on the transcontinental vailway was re-

tive information' about any route.

- Mr, Johnson (Cape Breton) called atten-
ltion ‘the ‘apeaker to the fact that_the

for Kings was reading his speech.
Mr. Fowler—If I have erred in that re-

gard, I am mo worse than minety per cent.

of the other members.

A Johnson asked for the speaker’s rul-
Mr

. Speaker said rthe Tules of the house
against the reading of speeches.

B
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.. Mr. Fowler went on to criticize the terms

of the contract, speaking strongly against
it. : . U

Hon. Mr. Patersen.

Hon. Mr. Paterson, who followed Mr.
Towler, and who was grected with cheers,
said that the trade of the coumtry was
growing at a marvelous extent. We had
mot yet reached the crest of the wave. So
Busy were our manufacturers that in some
fimstances they had to call in their travel-
eps for a few weeks, as they were not able
o supply their orders. ' For the past two
snonths of. the fiscal year the customs
mevenue was $1,200,000 greater than for the
same time last year. That being the state
of business, it was matural to suppose that
additional railway facilities were required.
The government reaized that these facili-
ties ‘were meeded and comsquently it wae
decided to have a mational transcontinental
wailway.

As to government ownership there were

o be 1.800 milcs built by the government,
from Moncton to the cily of Winnipeg, 80
{hat if it wa: found desirable the I. C: K.
#rains could be run as far a: Winnipeg,

and by running rights over the other por-}

kion of the road go as far as ihe Pacific
wnd back again to the Atlentic.

The term hybrid had been applied tc
lthe government 1, because part. was
#o be built by the government and part
by the company. Since the proposition of
Mr. Borden was given to the house there
was no more heard of a hybrid system.

Dealing with the amendment of Mr.
Puttee, Mr. Paterson said that it wowmd be
better if he had chosen another occasion
o debate an academic question instead of
\doing so at ihe expense of defeating the
\construction of a road to and through the
wheat fields of the west and touching the
wity which Mr. Puttee represented. Mr.
jBoyd had elso proposed an amendment
Nﬁdw'mdofettﬁhebnﬂdinuof.rotd
§nto Manitoba and to devote time to dis-
pussing an academic question. Instead of
pndeavoring to meet the growing wants of
ghe country, Mr. Boyd moved to have an
{cedemic discussion mpon the extension of
khe government system.

Mr. Osier’s Criticisms Attended To.
| -BMr. Paterson took up Mr. Osler’s criti-
Kism on the financial question. The minis-
hrofmbomlﬁhwqhtwﬂ:emember
for West Toronto ought to have got a
ing from his reckless statements on the
fYukon railway to again make so extrava-
gant and incorrect statements. He (Paber-
won) referred to Mr. Osler because it was

,hﬁdhewubobehheﬁnwmeminiaterof

¥he IConservatives. should they ever ‘come
Ento power. Mr. Osler’s financial criticism
twas not only fallacious and misleading, but
fmischievous.

i Mr. Paterson pointed out that Mr. Osler
paid .that the capital end expenditure on

-

materials to be msed in the transcontinental
road were to be admitted free of duty. A
meeting of the executive of ithe manufac-
turers was called and protested against
this. There was, of course, mo truth in
these statements, and mow that the manu-
facturers kmew of this they ought to call
another meeting and protest against a
policy such as Mr. Borden proposes, as no
materials would be required, mo laborers
or artisans employed as railways were {0
be purchased that were already built.

Mr. Tarte talked of tarift vevision, but
he (Paterson) said that no tariff revision
that could be devised would ever do so
much for the manufacturers as this pro-
posed transcontinental railway would.

“What Caneda wants,” said Mr. Pater-
‘eon, “is additional railway Sacilities. Un-
der the alternative policy of Mr. Borden
there would be no additional railway facili-
ties.” Would any man say that the Canada
Atlantic could be better run than under
its present management, so that by the
proposal of the leader of the opposition
not one extra pound of freight,. or ome
fbushel of wheat could be carried, notwith-
standing the millions that would be ex-
pended upon it. On the other hand, the
government road would open up new terri-
tory and place fleets upon the Atlantic and
the Pacific. Compare that with building
barns and elevators on the prairie at the
government expense. It wom’t work, the
fm-n’\’ers will have to build their own barns
yet. :

Opposition Inconsistencies

The opposition talked of paralleling the
I. C. R. and they proceeded to parallel the
road. All of the objections raised by the
opposition to the government road had
been disposed of by the opposition them-
ee'ves. The paralleling idea and the hybrid
system had all been disposed of by the
Conservatives themselves. (In fact, the

| Conservatives did not try to defend their

own policy. They quoted from the News,
Toronto, and other Oomservative papers in
support of their proposal. ‘Why,” saidl
Mr. Paterson, “domn’t you support your
own project?”

Mr. Paterson quoted E. ¥. Clarke, when
in the west, declaring for three or four
transcontinental railways, and now he was
offering the west a stone instead of bread.

Mr. Paterson then discussed the contract,
taking up what the country would get and
what it would cost to get this. Every
provinee of the dominion would be bene-
fited.

Speaking of those members of the oppo-
gition who were running down the country
to the morth, he asked if we were to have
a little Canada party.

A voice—A Muskeg party.

Mr. Paterson—Yes, a Muskeg party. Out
with your little Canada idea. We have a
great country and this road will increase
its wealth and bind it together. In re-
gard to the bonding privileges the Ameri-
cans and the Canadians worked harmoni-
ously so far, but if the time did come when
the United States wanted to withdraw
these privileges, Canada should be inde-
pendent. The road would do this. The
farmers of the west would have railway
competition. It would build our summer
and winter ports. The duty on the ma-
terials imported for the road would meet
the government expenditure, and still all
the Oanadiagx manufacturers would be kept
busy.

Mr. Paterson pointed to the expenditure
of 940,000,000 in the last seven years om
the improvement of transportation ' facili-
ties, without much addition to the debt.
thanks to the surp'uses the government had
Leen able to show.

‘While there was such prosperity as at
present and with a party whose motto 'was
“Onward,” said the minister, the opposi-
tion would not hope to defeat the govern-
ment.

E. F. Clark,, Toronto, tried to explain
away the charge that the Conservatives
were not a little Canada party.

Mr. Angers followed, spealding in French,
and Mr. Gourley (Colchester) replied.

Mr, Borden's Amendment.

Tn the house tonight Mr. Monk stated
that Mr. Borden was confined to his room
from illness since Friday evening, and
therefore he requested him to give motice
of an amendment to be moved on a second
reading of the resolution now before the
house or otherwise at the earliest oppor-
tunity.

This amendment outlines Mr. Borden’s
alternative policy. It says that there is
ladk of information before the house to
justify it entering into proper contract,
especially the eastern section; that a com-
mission 'was promised to first investigate
ithe matter; that mo euch inquiry or in-
westigation as promised was held; that the
government system of railways should be
developed and improved in the province of
«Quebec and maritime provinces, and should
be extended from Montreal to such point
or points as will enable it to transport to
eastern Canada, to our own national ports
on the St. Lawrence and Atlantic the rap-
idly increasing products of our great west-
ern country, deveioping the government
system of railways either by construetion
of mew lines or improving existing ones;
improving the canal system, developing lake
and river routes, equpping mational ports
on lakes and seaboard, perfecting elevator
warehousing and terminal facilities, getting
conltrol of rates for assistance thus given,
connection without delay of a great railway
system east and west to relieve any con-
gestion of traffic and secure shipments
fthrough Oanadian channels; that govern-
ment railways should be freed from party
control, influence and interfer-
that for the purpose of accom-
government
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vice and assistance ‘before seeking to com-
mit the country to expenditure upon amy
national transportation scheme or project.

Amendment to Redistribution Bill.

Lieut.<Colonel Tisdale has given notice
of a motion to refer the redistribution bill
back to committee to frame a measure on
the following provisions:—

Mhat a commission, to consist of the chief
justices of the highest courts in each of the
provinces of Canada, shall ibe appointed
for the purpose of fixing the boundaries of
each constituency, entitled to elect a mem-
ber or members 'to the house of commons
in each province of Canada, and to deter-
mine the number of members to be elected
for each constituency in accordance with
the British North America act.

That such commission, in so doing, shall
consider the distribution of population, ac-
cording to the latest census of Canada and
the public interest and convenience, and
ghall particularly have regard to the prin-
ciple of representation by population, geo-
graphical compactness of position, and also
as far as practicable to the boundaries of
counties, municipalities and cities.

That such commission shall be appointed
as soon as possible after the paging of the
bill and complete their work with all con-
venient speed.

In the tenate.

Another lomg discussion took place in
the senate on vhe railway commission bull.
The Grand Trunk Pacific charter bill was
read a third time. On motion of Mr.
Watson, the choice of a Canadian port on
Lake Superior was subject to the approval
of the governor-general-in-council.

Otawa, Sept. 2—(Special)—What ordin-
arily would take about three days to ac-
complish under the rules of the house was
disposed of this morning in about ome
minute. As soon ms the house met, Sir
iWilirid Laurier moved that the house go
into committee on the resolution which
was adopted last might for the transcon-
tinentul railway.

Mr. Monk, on -referring to the resolu-
tion, proceeted to speak wf the bill, when
it was pointed out that the bill was mot
before the committee.

Sir Wilirid suggested, and Mr. Monk
agreed, to permit the rTesolution to go
through all its stages and go on with the
bill in committee. This was done, so that
ail that is required now is to give ite third

As soon. as the bill got into committee
Mr. Monk;wanted the government to say
where the line was to be Jocated, betweén
Winnipeg and Edmunton. It was rumored
that it was to run between the Canadian
Pacific and the Canadian Northern lines.

Sir Wilfrid said that the exact lpca-.

tion of the line would require to be left
bo ‘the locating engineers. That was the
usual custom and ‘was done in connection
with ,the Canadian Pacific. There were all
kinds of rumors afloat and the ome in
question had ‘no ‘mote foundation than the
others. His own idea was that the line
would’gé month, but’ the location would be
left tor-the engineers after the exact' sur-
veys were made. ¢

Mr. McCready (Selkirk) held that the
settled district of Mamitoba had as much
right to vailway co tition as the west.
The exact location &hould be left to the
engineers. The Canadian Northern was not
mow Tupning on the line it was intended
to take, and the Canadian Pacific is also
changing its route at several places. The
Canadian Northern gave competition, and
the Grand Trunk would do the same
thing. -

" Col. Hughes suggested that the Grand
Tpunk ehould run over the Canadian
Northern.

Mr. Fitzpatrick said that the location
of the line would have to be approved by
the governor-general-in-council. Until the
government did approve not a cent of aid
would be given.

Mr. (W. ¥. MaoLean wanted to know if
Senator ICox was to be connected with the
flotation of the securities.

Mr. Fielding said ‘that the government
would raise the money in the msual way
on the markets in the world, or through
Canadian banks, and Senator Cox thad
tothing to do with the government in the
matter.

"When the house resumed in the after-
noon, Col. Hughes wanted to know why
the government did not Mbuild west of
Winnipeg, and Sir Wilfrid Laurier replied
that this question had been answered over
and over again. In weply to Col. Hughes
Sir Wilfrid said that he did not know,
but he did mot believe that the ‘G. R. T.
had any arrangement with J. J. Hill to
connect with Hill's system to enter Mani-

toba.

Mr. Charlton said that to prevent any
such arrangement-the sooner the all-Cana-
ian Toute was built the better. If he were
the Grand Trunk he would not build to
Port Arthur. The company could get an
excellent harbor on Lake Nepigon. The
contract when carnied out would settle
the transportation question. The Conserva-
tives would be sorry for the attitude they
were taking. He said the road would carry
wheat to Quebec three cents a bushel
cheaper than it could be taken by part
water and part rail route. He was also
prepared to show that a road with 4-10 of
one per cent grades oould carry wheat
cheaper than by water route.

Ali-rail Cheaper Than All-water Route.

John Charlton gave figures to show that
an all-rail, route with good grades would
carry wheat cheaper than by an all-water

route.

He said that J. G. Scott, manager of
the Great Northern, said that they could
haul on their road 45 cars containing 1,000
bushels each at eighty nine cents a train
a mile. Putting it at $1 even, that road
was earrying wheat at 5-37 cents a bushel
on a grade of 410th of one per cent, the
normal grade of a good road.

Wheat could be hauled érom Brandon
to Quebec at two and 68-100 cents a
bushel, and adding 50 cents for profit, the
rate from Brandon to Quebec would be
four and 2-100 cents a bushel, a very
much lower rate than could be had by
water.

The preamble of the bill was adopted,
and the most of the discussion took place
on the second cluse of the bill.

In the Senate.

Hon. R. W. Scott stated in the senate
today ‘that the government thad no nego-
tiations on at present for the fast Atlantic
service. Railway dpmmission bill was then
taken up.

The senate on the railway commission
bill empower railways to issue passes to
such pereons as are approved of by the
commission.,

Nature’s
Cure

B for Diarrhea, Cramps.

LONELY SEAL ISLAND.

Scene of Many Wrecks--Home of Mother
Carey Chickens.

To those who go down to the sea in
shipa the Seal Island light station, with
its range lights andfog whistle, is mo
doubt a familiar spot, but there are few
landmen who 4re acquainted with it or
its history. 3

This lonely isle of the wea is on the
western edge of the group of dangerous
Jedges lying to the southward of Grand
Manan. It is probably a mile in length,
and slopes gently upward from the sea to-
wands the centre, where: the light and
fog station ame evected.

The island is the property of the United
States, but under the termys of the Ash-
burton treaty the British government
wag permitted the use of the island for
light purposes. .

Ever since 1832, a light has been main-
tained on the island. Capt. Pend.ebury,

 grandfather of the keeper of the St. An-

drews light, was the first light keeper.
He was succeeded by Mr, Conley, father
of M¥. Obadiah Conley, of St. Andrews.
During Mr- Conley’s term of office, a fog
alarm was erected and given in charge of
Mr. Alex. Eddy, of St. John, who lived
on the island for some tume. He was
succeeded by Mr. Webster and others.
Charles Seely; of St. John, was keeper
there for 16 years. He left the dsland
about a year ago, being succeeded by Colin
Ingersoll, kon of Capt. John Ingersoll, of
the Grand Manan steamer. He is in
oharge of all the works om the island.
He has a competent assistant named Wil-
gson. Mr. Ingersoll is one of the most
efficient keepers that has ever occupied the
station. Since he took charge the gov-
ermment has improved the character of
the station in many cespects. Two large
reseryoirs  have been erected to proyide
water for the fog station engime. The
marine railway hais been extended to low
water mark and a number of other im-
provements ‘made. Within 'a few days a
new 7-ton boiler has been placed on the
islamd. <

‘While the station is & very lonely ome,
and ‘far removed from' ghore on every
hand, keeper  Ingersoll and his energetic
wife have had little cliance to feel lome-
some, as the large niimber of workmen
employed about. the island have kept them
hustling from morning till night.

There is enough grass on the island to
support a small flock of sheep ,but for the
most part the island is composed of im-
mense granite boulders, which have been
scattered about by the sea in great pmo-
fusion. Some of these boulders would
weigh hundreds of tons. For several hun-
dred feet along the shore of the island
every vestige of earth has been swept
off the rocks, giving it a most desolate
and forbidding appearance.

Where the earth does exist the sod
has been honeycombed by sca-birds, who
build their nests in the soil. It is a fav-
orite Tesort of the ‘“‘Mother Carey chick-
en”’—the weird little wea-bird which is
held in such superstitious awe by the
vailor. These birds have their nests just
beneath the sod and for the most part
within casy reach. The birds remain con-
cealed during the day, but at night the
island wseems alive with them, thousands
of them flying about. '

Before the erection of the light station
many wrecks occurred and many lives
were lost on the bleak island. When the
schoonr Sarah drove ashore on the sland,
many years ago, twenty-five lives are waid
to have perished. Traces of bodies have
aiso been discovered on the island, show-
ing that those who had succeeded in brav-
ing the perils of shipwreck had after-
wards perished of starvation. Many years
ago four dead bodies were found on the
island, evidently the bodies of men who
had thus miserably perished.—St. An-
drews Beacon.

As They Say Down South.

Senator Blackburn, of Kentucky, speaks
with the soft Southern accent the movel-
iste always give  to their Blue Grass
heroines.

“Can you tell me, sub,” he asked of one
of the doorkeepers at the senate last
March, “whether Senator Hoah is on the
ﬂD’ ?’!

Senator Frye, a great chum of Black-
burn’s and an inveterate tease, came by
and. heand the question.

“No, suh,” he replied; “Senator Hoah
is mot on the flo’. He went out that do’
at half-past fo’.”—Saturday Evening Post.

It is mever worth while arguing about
the religion you haven’t got.
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THE RELIANCE WON
DECIDING RACE.

! (Continued from page 1.)

of the beaten challenger, outpointing and
outfooting her at the same time and pass-
ing to winward of her.
_ When ‘they tacked off Seabright, head-
ing seaward, the American-boat had gain-
ed a quarter of a mile straight to wind-
ward of the British craft. On 'this mew
tack Captain Wringe again gave his boat
a good full and ehe cut through the Re-
liance lead at an alarming gait but all to
no purpose. Pinched into the wind or
with a map full the Shamrock was hope-
le:dly outclassed and when at 3.15 both
boats headed off to the mark six miles
away, the Reliance was a gooq mile ahead
and gaining. The boats were gaining in
speed with every mile and the Shamyock
III was a long mile astern when the Re-
liance whirled about the mark and tow-
ering stretches of canvass broke and bell-
ied out from her rpinnaker pole and over
her Jean bow. The homeward stretch had
begun. I

The boats were timed at the ‘turn as
fiollows:

Reliance, 3.40.35.

Shamrock, 3.51.45. ;

The Reliance had gained 11 minutes
anidthree seconds"in the thresh to wind-
ward.

Shamrock Lost in the Fog

iAs the boats started the run homeward
under spinnaker and balloon 'topsails a
split about three feet long appeared in ‘the
foot of Reliance’s spinnaker, but ' as it
drew well, Captain Barr continued to
carry it. For Athxb:e-quarbers of an hour
the only variation was a slow gain by the
leading boat. (At 4.20 with almost half
the course yet to be sailed, a thick bank-
of fog came roiling in before a southeast
wind and enveloped the Shamrock in a
blind grey mist that whut her out of the
vision of the fleet as though wshe had
been wiped from the surface of ‘the sea.
The Reliance ran along for five miles long-
er with the sun glinting upon her rails
until the fog bank reached and rolled over
her and she too disappeared from sight.
As it caught her she felt also a heavier
wind from the southeast, smothered her
spinnaker, and leaning to the wind, fled
at a swift pace like a dim ghost through
the grey mist.

The two racers sailed in that dangerous
fashion at top epeed for an hour. Mean-
time 'the Navigator, carrying the regatta
committee, hunted for the lightship to
establish the finish line. It was 5.20 be-
fore she found it and the fleet began to
gather about her. All was a blank wall
of fog. Ten minutes they waited. Then
the Reliance, heeling low before the wind,
her sails bellying hard and her lee rail
dragging up the spindrift, burst through
the veil of fog. Hardly had the specta-
tors recognized 'the familiar features of
the -American craft when, with her great
balloon jibtopsail ‘fluttering into the arms
of the nimble members ‘of iher’ crew out
on her bowsprit she sped across the line

¥

down through the lane of yachts to vic-

Meantime ithe megatta committee tug
whistled shrilly its' guiding signals to the
missing . Shamrock. The . Reliance had
crossed the line at' 5.30.02 and it was
after 6 o’clock when the fog lifted a bit
and disclosed the challenger hove to north
of the line. Captain Wringe had missed
it in the fog and passed by to the east-
ward of it. Shamrock did not attempt to
eross the line, and the series of races in
defense of Amenica’s cup for 1903 were
ended.

TORIES RESORT
TO OBSTRUCTION.

(Continued from page 1.)
been dealt withh by Mr. Chariton, than
whom, said the premier, mo man in the
house was a better authority and the
member for North Norfolk showed that
wheat could be carried by the new line
at a profit.

Mr, Brock, of Toronto, said that the
line would injure Canada’s aredit i the
money markets of the world.

Mr. Heyd charged the ©Conservatives
with obstruction and wasting the time of
the house.

In the senate, in the railway commis-
sion, the bill was amended providing
that an appeal shall lie from the board to
such court upon any question of law upon
leave thereafter having been first obhtain-
ed from the board, or in ‘event of the
refw-al,. to two judges of the court.

I{_. L. Borden intends going to Caledonia
Springs for a week for the benefit of his
wealth.

There was a caucus of Conservatives to-
day and the result was seen in the ob-
struction of the trans-continental railway
which followed in the house. ]

MOLLY MAGUIRES ACTIVE?

Tamaqua, Pa., Sept. 3—The continued
ctlmmality in the . anthracite fields of
Northern Pennsylvania thas only. aroused a
feeling of insecurity among the residents,
while the authorities are very much puzzl-
ed over the mystery surrounding the mu-
merous murders committed. It is evident
that Molly Maguireism is cropping ou:
again. Police and detectives declare that
the infamous brotherhood is numerically
as strong in centain localities as during the
early seventies. [Hive murders thave re-
cently taken place in [Schuylkill . county.
All the vietims were inoffensive, industri
ous and deserving miners. They received
“coffin motices,” but paid mo “attention to
them. The Schuylkill County Commission-
ers have offered a reward of $3,250 for the
arrest and conviction of the criminals.
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THE  TELEGRAPH'S  PULPIT,

The Hand of God in All That Befalls Man, Whether Adversity
or Prosperity—A Lesson of Faith in the Almighty—Rey,
B. N. Nobles’ Sermon.

Ruth 1: 20—“Call me not Naomi, call me Mara, for the Almighty
hath dealt very bitterly with me.”

The Book of Ruth has its place in the Bible between the Book of the
Judges amil the first Book of Samuel, It is indeed fittingly located for
the Book ié a sort of sequel to the Book of Judges and an introduction to
the history that follows. It is supposed to have been written by Samuel,
the prophet, but as a matter of fact nothing is surely known regarding its
authorship. The story, which recites particulars as to how Ruth, a
Moqb1tess, became the wife of Boaz, an ancestor of David, and so, of
Christ, belongs to the times when the judges ruled in Israel. The prom-
inent personages in the narrative are Naomi, the widow of one Elinnlech,
Boaz her kinsman and Orpha and Ruth her daughters-in-law. It is to a
study of Naomi as she is brought to light in this narrative that I invite
you this morning.

You who are familiar with the story will recollect that on account of
a famine which prevailed in Canaan she, with her husband and two sons,
emigrated to the land of Moab. But though they escaped the suffering in-
cident to famine, great trouble awaited Naomi in this land of strangers
for first she was bereaved of her husband and later of her sons.In all this
however she recognized the hand of God. Listen to her lamentation—
“the hand of the Lord has gone out against me. . . the Almighty
hath dealt very bitterly with me . . . the Lord hath testified
against me.” At another time when entreating her daughters-in-law to
remain in their own country and among their own kindred she says:
“The Lord deal kindly with you . . . the Lord grant that you
may find rest each of you in the house of her husband.” Thus do we see
that Naomi recognized the fact that the hand of God is in all that befals
men, whether of prosperity or adversity.  She seems, however, to have
looked upon her afflictions as direct visitations of Jehovah in punishment
of her sin, and herein she may have greatly erred.

 Itis a fact that God, on occasions, has visited upon transgressors dis-
tinct and definite punishment which sometimes has taken the form of
prosperity and sometimes adversity. Not however as punishment nor as
reward should we regard God’s providential dealings in general, but
rather as discipline. Much of the good and much of the ill that ‘befals
men are distinet altogether from their doing: The affliction of inherited

physical _and moral weakness, the curse of vicious and pauper surroundings, '
the blessing of religious environment, pure blood, good constitution—what

accountability attaches to children for these things? Surely none what-
ever. Contagion lurks in the atmosphere. My body becomes its prey,
and I am prostrated. But health officers become vigilant, the germs of
disease are confined or destroyed and you escape infection. What have
your good and my ill to do with your escape and my sickness? Nothing
whatever. The events of life come to pass in the nature of things and
should be lcoked upon not as reward or punishment but rather as God’s
means of discipline. By these does He seek to awaken conscience—in-
form and educate the mind, and induce to the surrender of ourselves in
our entirety unto Him for all that we need, be it pardon, peace, life, holi-
ness or whatsoever.. Such seems to be the Scriptural view of God’s ordin-
ary dealings with men. It is as Naomi conceived. God stands in inti-
mate relation to each in prosperity and adversity, in joy and sorrow, in
sickness and health, in"good fortune and misfortune, in disappointment
and bereavement. Let us not be unmindful of this comforting thought,
but let us guard against Naomi’s judgment that God’s appointments and
permissions which thwart our purposes, demolish our plans and distress
our hearts, are punishment for personal sin. They may or they may not
be this. . :

Did you mark Naomi’s testimony? “The hand of the Lord is gone
out against me. . . the Almighty hath aflicted me.” . Do you ob-
serve there is no word of unbelief? In what marked contrast does this
woman stand with those who when sorrow and affliction come, the explan-
ation of which is hidden, assume the role of the skeptic and express their
doubt concerning God and religion. Wot so did Naomi. Though hus-
band and sons had been laid to rest in a strange land and Ruth her, daugh-
{er-in-law, was left to her, yet no thought of unbelief crosses her mind.
Jehovah is still a great reality unto her—indeed she judges her afflictions
from his hand. Surely it is wiser thus to trust Him, though his ways be
past finding out, for what can doubt and unbelief afford us in our trials.
Tell us a better one on who to lean. Paine, Voltaire, Hume, Bradlaugh,
Ingersol—ye great men among unbelievers, tell us, if you can, a better
oné to trust. Point us to sweeter fountains, richer bounty, more reason-
able faith than that which our religion offers. - You cannot. .

Brothers be assured unbelief affords ‘no explanations, no God like
IIim we worship. I cannot exactly recall a story told of Henry Ward
Beecher, but it was something like this: One day Mr. Beecher, upon en-
tering the room of a railway depot caught sight ol_f Mr. Ingerso'l. So
crossing to the other side of the room he stood l.ookmg out tl}e w111§<rw.
Presently Mr. Ingersol approached and saluted him. “I was just think-
ing,” said Mr. Beecher, “of what I saw a few moments ago. A poor old
man was crossing the muddy street on his f:rutc'hes when a gl:eat sirappmé;
fellow knocked the crutch from under him and left him in the mud.”
Ingersol thought the authorities would surely see to it that such an out-
rage should not go unpunished. Then with flashing eye ]}eechep 1ook_ed
straight at his man and said: “Sir, 1 s:aw'that scene only in my imagin-
ation, but what do I really see you doing? You, a man with powers to
bless hunianity are going up and down tl}ls l.and and for $500 a lecture
you are trying to knock the crutch of faith in God and the Bible from
under this poor, lost, crippled human race. Shame on you, sir, but you
shall yet meet your reward.” Then he turned away. Men and brethren,
have you not often found your faith in God and His word to be as cane
and crutch upon which your halting soul leaned amid the darkness of be-
reavement and trial and adversity? How mean that any one should try
to knock that support from under you ! _How foolish for any one to throw
it away! Have any of you ever been guilty of such folly? Then tell us
what your unbelief did for you. Let me tell you what it did for me a
score of years ago. Tt let him down into mire and darkness the hke. of
which he had never known before, for he found no reasonable _explanatmn
for anything with God left out of the problem. It robbed him of peace
and joy which once he had as a present possession. It left him hopel_es:q,
helpless, sad. But, blessed be the Lord, He appeared for the young man’s
deliverance, gave him back the crutch and ever since has been leading and
instructing him. . L

Brothers, like Naomi of old, let-us maintain our faith in God amid
all the events and vicissitudes of life.I have read of one in olden times,
who when his servants had been slain by the sword, and his flocks and
herds driven off by the plunderer, and his sons and his daughters lay
dead ; worshipped and said: “The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” ‘And later, when rotting with
smalk pox, his life a burden, and his wife bidding him curse God and die,
he cried out amid his distresses: “Though he slay me yet will T trust
Him.” Faith maintained. May the Lord ‘help us that we may triumph
over unbelief in whatever form, rest in the Lord and wait patiently for
Him. Listen: “Thou shalt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on Thee. . . Trustve in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord
Jehovah is everlasting strength.”

TRURO WOMAN SOLVES
THE BURGLAR PROBLEM.

Truro, N. S., Sept. 1—(Special)—Mrs. Robt. Williams, a ister.of Station Master
Ross Cuminings, had an exciting encounter with a daring burglar today- -On com-
ing into the house from the garden just before noon she heard an unusual noise up-
staire and on going up found a burglar had been at work and Jocated him hiding
in a clothre press. i

Mns. Williame forced the burglar into a corner and made him give up many
stolen articles. :

She then took his watch and held it as security against his escape V\‘hllc j““
made further investigations, and this search revealed a gold watch missing. The
bu{)‘;z)iz(rir finally gave it up to her and she talked to him till he broke down and
B8O . .
On escaping from Mrs. Williamé the burglar made a hasty exit from t:he
town. He gave his name as Mason, from Halifax, / and - Was about twenty-five
years old. : o /
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