CANADA'S MERCHANT MARINE

The annual statement of the
Canadian Merchant Manine for the
year ending December 31, 1920, sub-
mitted to Parliament yesterday by Mr.
Ballantine, although as good as could
have been expeoted, considering worid-
wide ping conditions, is not of a
mn{ﬂl) to make the coumtry cheer.
The Minister of Marine claimed a
surplus, and, on paper at all evemts
be was right; but it reguires lttle
power of analysis to discover that it is
& kind of surplus which, if repeated
too frequently, would have disturbing
results. Briefly stated the position is
this: That forty seven ships, repre-
senting an investment or $50,000,000
amoney which the Government borrow-
ed at b 1-2 per cent, produced total
net earnings of $781,466.09, an amount
‘which, acoonding to the Mimister—his
figures are not quite clear on this
point-——makes a return of 3.35 per cent
In other words, therefore, the country
actually loses 3 per cent on $50, 000,000,
o roughly speaking $1,500,000 for the
year.

Nor do these figures take account of
depreciation incurred by shrinkage
of tonnage values, The average con,
struction cost of {he entire fleet was
$191 per ton. Today the same kind of
ghips are being buiit at $130 per tom,
and besides, as the result of a surplus
of tonnage throughout the world—
there are 6 0,000 toms of shipping in
the world today, as compared uuhl
49,000,000 tons before the war, and mv‘
fewer than 536 ships of United Sm!usl

ships can be pur-|
cally 100 per cent lunsl

ng this tmm.ig*é
has not only been ex 1‘
ual loss in operation |

but & serious depreciation in capn:ng
as well Last every ship in|
operation could have been dispogpd of|
for today it is doubt-
ful chether they counld be d for tce-|
thirds of their cost |
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TRADE WITH THE U. 8.
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yat they cost;

{ing 5
|ernment has been living up to the
| spirit
| the past, and enly detting out so much

Almosi the
Wiison befor
deantial chair
Fordney Bill,
considerably r

was {0 turm down the|

rict the importation|

office, or mansge a flying machine or

Bammer a blacksmith’'s anvil, her

commnon sense and ideas of the fitness
made n operation. Framkly the excuse [of things will not permit her to neg-
that 1s offered. thati to disclose the|Mect those duties that in nature's er
detalls of the aperation of the read|dering of llte’s programme are hers
might be an advantage to the C. P. R.|principally because she is fitted for
is not quite satistaciory. From the|[them and they are entirely beyond
Tesults obtatmed it does met appear|Iuan’s capacity to perform.

that the O. P. R, could learn anything
from the intermal workings of the Can-
adian Natiomal except how net to run
& railway and the O. P. R directorate
seems (0 kanow that well emough al-
ready for all practical purposes, More-
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i Then And Now.
A sign of the approach of the horse
less age is the fact that the number

——

over it im a pretty good guess that the|in the graduating class at the Torounto
C. P, R mapagement knows more|Veterinary oollege fell from 260 in
about the (ntermal workings of the|1891, to 325 last year.—Guelph Herald.

Capadian Nat C ,
‘apadian National than the Govern Getting Too Common.

tasnt cowld tatl 3t Statistics show that et the end of

And f QGovernment operation of last year nearly one in every ten of
raliways can only be carried on in the|the people of the United States owned
dark, it is a eafe conclusion that Gov-|an automobile. It will soon be a mark
ernment operation of railways in Can.|Of distinction not to own an automo-
ada will not be a success, and that the ils—Woodstock Ba s Shieul

soouer the policy is got rid of the less Discrediting National Raliways.
it will cost the tax.payers. There are, Propaganda agalnst Qo
of course, occasions when the teimpor-jOwnership is being assidliously cir
ary withholding of detailed informa.|Culated with the object of discredit-
tion enables a Government to protect SO sha U e
P Kastern pupers quote the chairman of
some public Interest or advance a|the Board of Railway Commissioners
public advantage. But it certainly is|as publicly oriticising Government
against public policy for the continp-|{OWnership and public mnmamenhd
i - There seems to be an organized ef
us and normal operations Gov- 2
ies asnart Dt:r’\( ! Uth? dmd fort under way to get thé public mind
.emmen( ey g © Dbe shrouded|inis such a condition of disgust with
in secrecy. No Government should be|the raliways that a determination whl
aliowed to continuously ron a depart-|be reached to got rid of tham at any
ment behind closed doors brice,
Last year almost seventy millions of| Then a group of philanthropists will
blic dolla et I d appear and offer to relle?™ the nation
public dollars were lost in the opera-| g, u4 raflway load on & very inmo-
tion of the National roads. The Min-|cent looking set of tenms and condi-
ister of Railways says he does notjtioms, which are certain to work out
know how it happened, or what to do}in such 4 way that the phl;a.&mmplsts
to stop the drain. Under such ofreum-| Will make large profits and the public
af Z the demand that the Min} pecure a new line of experience.
RE T ® ORI e National Raliways will come in-
ters shall be allowed to carry on the |ty their own with increasing popula-
operations according to thelr own|tlion and expanding produdtion.—Van-

| tain
!huw the billa come to be so large. of ane million dellars a year through

sweal will, without even letting I’al‘-lu‘\lvf'l‘.-\‘"m

ament and the public know what \r%
being done !s a nervy one,

With all due respect, the  people
and

inalienable right to know

The Canadian National is not suffer-

frem ever-publicity, for the Gov-
of this Parliamentary vote in

infermation as it chose. The Natiomal
system is the victim ef cenditions

knew abeut them officially and fully,

Public Ownership,
Pigures givenout by the hydre light
and power department af the city of

| who have to foot the bills have a eer-| London indicate that Sir Adam Beck’'s

home city is now saving at the rate

the aperation of hydro. This computa-
tion ts an the basis of the difference
between the cost of eleetric power and
the lowest cost at which steam gener-
ated powar could be supplied. Had the
rates being paid 'm London when the
hydro entered the field been maiutain-
ed wuntil the present, the consumers
would be out of pocket not less than

ich aimed to very|Which conld pot esist if the public|five million dollars.

Misgivings about the effects of pub-

S S i it . icl lic 2 ship reist, perien
of commodities from other countries.|&nd it ean be resesed emnly by a public| i ownership persist, but ex e

Oane of the very first things to be douu;
under the new administration is t.u.:
re-imtroduction of this Bill to the new|
The oste object” of
th me ure to compel the Am
people to pport home indus
nd to abst A L
n abroad anything that
do without.
Canada does
with the United
vé must reconsider very
»le question of oar trade wit
our neighbors. We are facing a cun»I
dition, not j theory, into which
abst t cons f

tion do

Congress sible

a very extensl

free trade,|
t enter. |
but
a two
apt to do those
into force pretty nea
as much damage as occars to those
pgainst whom they are directed. They
pre a very unsatisfactory form of re-
venge. But junsat the same we cannot
€0 on buying on a cost of production
inflated as that of the United States
must be by the protection contemplat-
ed, and at the same time go on pro-
ducing so as to be able to sell to
others for the money needed to pay
these prices to the United States.
"Where we cannot sell we must learn
mot to buy, or go broke. This is not
theory, but the plain, cold logic of
mecessity. The great trouble with us,
however, is that an enormous number
©of our uten machines, desires and
appetites andardized and habit-
mated to United States models of pro-
gnction.

There is only one thing to do. We
fnust change our habits in the way of
eommerce or pauperize ourselves.
And, as masses of men have never
changed their habits without a reason-
able amount of governmental compul-
slon, even in so simple a matter as
that of liguid refreshment, our gov-
ermment will have to assist us in af-
fecting the transformation. There Is
W0 necessity whatever for Canadians
$0 mould their habits
wpon those of their neighbors; i is

als,

by doinr so; the idea that because
is American in style or

siily notion, and the soomer those
# who think that way change our
5, the Dbetter both for ourselves

i8tand by

peliey based en such knowledge and
backed by pubiic epinion. If the Min
ier of Railways is intelligently con-
carned abeut either the fate of the|
atienal system or the standing of
the Gewernment, the best he could do

wonid be to severse the policy of

|secret management, take Parliament|

5 e |
the public into his confidence,

affairs of the system inside
call upon the country to)
him in an effort to put the|
on a self- taining b: Tu\u\
§ camnet be * in anmy|
WAaY, l
e |

WOMAN'S PLACE IN LIFE
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he Woman party In the United
States led hy Miss Alice Paul, has
inaugurated a movement to demand
every right that men enjoy in civic
life, and presumably including mili-
tary I¥Me as well in the catalogue of
the thimgs she will insist upon doing
23 men do them. Naturally the wo
men want their share of interest in
legialative matters—and it appears
that as far as she wanis to exercise
tbose rights she is going to get them
in the not distant fature. They insist
uron doing jury dnty—which most
men regard very mach as a pestilent-
iai nuisance.

Some of them don't wani to be
dependent upon .the men folk in any
way, finaneially or otherwise. In fact,
there promises to be a feminist wave
lannched which may end in demanding
a look-in on jobs like President, United
States senator, governors; supreme
court jnstices, cabinet members and
for that matter any old job onme might
conjure mp. Bgual rights and no
quarter asked is to be the slogan of
the National Women's Party ¥ those
in control at presemt have their way.

The element of women agitators, led
by Miss Paul is comparatively small
even among womem, and it may be

said also that they are the extreme of| 5,

the radical plement as .t appears
among women. And it appears that
with many womea lawyers already
practicing their profession, a man was
employed to draw #p & biR to be ih-
troduced in Congress %o remove all
feminine disability so far as they are
involved in Federal legislation. .
But most human beings are govern-
ed by reason more thsa they are by

teaches that where it Is applied to a
public utility under a strong board and
igdependent of political control it
works to general advaniage. London
has invested more than seven miljons
in various public JWwnership enter-
pr including the London and Port
Stanley Rail and were the people
to sell out today they might reasom-
ably expect to do 8o at a profit of
three million dollars without having
tak one cent out of the municipal
treasury.—Toronto Star,
St 0 W
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The earth is in her elfin mood

And on her brow a fairy glow

Is burning—there is magic food

That only pagah palates know.

The mushrooms of the moon are up,

The turnips of the sun are out;

There’s dew on every buttercup—

A thousand tulips shout.

Oh, Bacchus and his frisky trai

Are in the nmber groves again;

The flutes are echoing to the mom,

And Triton blows his wreathe’d horn

As John Keais heard him blow amain

When Grecian mrns were born.

Life dances to the tume of Iife,

And every note on nature’s fife

Is pled with worship of the spell

That fills the world with singing youth

And wakens in each woodland dell

The hmmger for immortal trath.

She shall express herself ere long.

This earth that cannot epeak in song,

But always from ler fruitful mold

Utters the phlox and marigold,

The daisy pled, the samomile,

The lilac of the garden aisle,

And leaves umto the birds and trees

The utterance of her ecstasies.
—Beneztown Bard.

{_¥HE LAUGH LINE_
e ettt ll).
Denied the Charge

Kind lLady—You should brace mnp,
my poor man. Remember what you

nuthin’,
've been

{ doi't owe socl
y. What do yer t'ink
—playin’ bridge?

A Novelty,

there?

I dont vmel lenything, I se
quick smuck up and put pops p
came down to brekfist with the
saying, Well for the love ot M

creeses
town.,
And he started to eat his b
wouldent be a good time to as
‘Wich I dident, thinking, G, I ho;
back of them ware the skortc
Wich I hope he never does.

them, Im & fine look!
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| IN THE EDITOR’S MALL |

CONVENTIONS IN THE OLDEN
TIME.
To the Editor of The Standard,

Sir,—We all will admit, 1 think both
parties, Liberals and Conservatives,
that polities 18 a moving game requir
ing foresight, judgment, guick action
and consistency not always to the
breaking point. With these qualifica-
thons, the gamwe may be played suc-
cessfully and at the same time in the
best iuterests of the comntry, upper
most in the politician's mind. Re
verting back to the game, it is very
interestiig to note that H. G. Wells in
his The Outline of History, om page
407, volume 1, in the time of the Car-
* ian wars, he speaks of how the
Roman voters were orgamized, Better
still, to use his own language, the
Roman votars were orgamized to an
xtent that makes the Tammany mas
chine of New York seem artless and
honest. They (the voters) belonged
to clubs (Collegia Sodalicia), the lat.
ter having some elegant religious pre-
tentious, and the rising politician
working his way to office went first to
the userers, then with the borrowed
money to these clubs. If the voters
were moved engugh by any guestion to
swarm into the city, it was always
possible to put off the woting, first by
declaring the Omens unfavorable. It
they came in unammed they could be
intimidated. if they brought in arms,
a cry was raised that there was a plot
to overthrow the Republic, and a mas-
sacre would be arganized.

Here we find in the back ages, the
political game going on stromnger and
oleverer than it is today, but in read-
ing this histary, while the political
organization was up to date, we find
little indication or imsingiation of un-
derhand graft, which has bean at times
mooted in our palitital horizon, In
view of an impending election at no
reeemt date, it is somewhat interest.
ing 49 read and realize whal went on
in days of the Tiberius Gracchus

Conventions in those days
wera cpen and above board; Heated
debates took plate and resulted ocea-
sionally in death or murder between
political opponents.

The open convention and open line
of action is worthy and commendable
to many of our political gatherings bf
today. The coming comvention in New
Brunswick will, it is bhoped, be con-
ducted 2lomg ¢he line as suggested
above, and no aftermath of complaints
and murmurings because of secret ma-
thods or underhand manoeuverings.

Mavy people will be looking forward
to the'gathering of the Comservative
party, and much enjoyment and plea-
sure will be created by oldtime asso-
ciations among the older members;
enthusiasm, homeésty of purpose and
desire for success impressing the
younger olem@nt of the party.

fn framing the outlines, arguments,
suggestions and policy to be plastd
before the convention, let the framers
bear In mind that much is to be dome
which has hitherto been left undome,
and success largely depends on the
wisdom of the leaders and the enthu-
siazm of the andience.
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MONCTON CONSBRVATIVE

Hatgey, Camaguey, Cuba.

L March 21st, 1921,

Baitor &t The Standard, St. John,
N.

Sir:—Ab several who write to me
from New Brunswick are children;
some of them add the letters “U, 8.
A" after the word Cuoba, when
addressing their mail. This is very
misleading as Cuba is not in the U,
8. A, but is an Independent Republic

skortehed place the shape of the iron proving wat aid it.
Wich jest then pop called down Wats berning down: stairs,
whoss down there, is emything berning?
Sir? I called up, and pop sed, Is enything berning down

thawt these trousers were in pritty bad shape but I had no ideer
they looked like Belgium jest after the war, wy theres a million

d. Wich I dident, then, and I
ants back, and this morning pop
m on, looking down at them
ud and all the little Muds, I

ing spectacle to be going down

rekfist with a ixpression as if it
k him for money for the movies.
pe he dont try to look at the
R is
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and is entirely separated from the U.
8. A, by the ocean. And as there are
some small villages in the U. 8. A.
called Cuba, some of my mail goes to
these places. I frequently get letters
that were forwarded from a small
village m the northwest part of the
State of New York called Cuba and
no doubt several others have gone
::tdmy because these letters were ad-

Therefore, I wish to inform my lit-
tle friends that if they will omit these
initials and remember that five cents
Is the postage between Canada and
Cuba for letters and two cents for
postcands, I will be likely to receive
them and I will certainly answer all
o:! them and no one will be disappoint-
ed.

Yours truly,
J. D. O'CONNELL.
e s

Hobo—“Yes, lady, dere was d time
when I had money to burn and
worse's dat I did burn it.”.

Old Lady—"And what did you burn
it with, my poor man ?”

Hobo—"With an old flame o' mine.”
~—Boston Transcript.
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tion ‘od.
Br. Chase’s Ointment will relieve yom once
and afford lasting benefit. 60c. x; all
calers, or Edmanson, Bates & Co., Limit
'oronto. Sample Box free it you mention this
Daper and enclose 2. stamp to pay pos i

Middlemore Home},

A party, of children expected
to arrive from England, ages 5 to
14 years, those desirous of procur-
ing same kindly apply at once.
Address all communications, Mid-
dlemore Home, Fairview Station,
Halifax Co., N. S.

ADVERTISERS

fWn Design lnddEnquve C?:
or newspaper advertising,
Booklets and Catalogues. i

FLEWWELLING PRESS,

8 Market Square, St. John
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'LACE LEATHER

lnsbd:forwmobipw oy
Leatherai Balata Belting
D. K. McLaren M2,

MAIN 1121—90 GERMAIN ST, ST. JOHN, N. B—BOX 702

)

’ BIl Folds, Pocket Books, Coin
| Purses, Portfolios, Music Rolls,

| ! Ladies' Purses, etc., in Finest Eng

| lish Leather.

! ’ The best assortment, by far, we

l have shown since the war.

i

CALL AND SEE THEM TODAY

BARNES & CO., LTD.

THE LATEST IN ELECTRIC FIXTURES

Now On Display At
THE WEBB ELECTRIC CO.

Electrical Contractors.

S. C. WEBB, Manager.

FIRE ESCAPES

Structural Steel, Bolts and Rods.
WM. LEWIS & SON, ST. JOHN, N. B.

A Limited Quantity at
PreWar Prices

s & iknsaiass BRID
m A i A
W Clears.. ... 535
Bxgira No. 1 ..... 3.60

Lpruce,, .. .. .. 5,00

Other Building Mater-
dals Accordingly.
BUY NOW AND SAVE
MONEY!

'Phone Main 3000

MURRAY & GREGORY, L

8t John, N. B.

The Best Quality at a
Reasonable Price.

F your child has head- '

aches out the
cause, If you suspect it
comes from eye-strain
have us examine the
child's eyes at once. Un-
der no circumstances
should you allow your
child to continue school
work with strained eyes.
Not only will the eyes
be injured but ‘the
whole nervous system
will be affected by the
strain, Come ?"thh
the morning for the
best results in ;zg ox-
aminations.

L. L. SHARPE & SCN,
anhrt_ull Opticians
21 hing 8t 189 Union &t

91 Germain Street.
‘Phone M. 2152.

Vi
in
will ha

short

The home you own can have
many of the conveniences that
g0 with the modern house. The
rooms arranged so that they
will save many footsteps and
make less work.

Build a home that your fam-
ily will be proud of.

Lumber for homes much
cheaper now,

'Phone Main 1808,

The Christie Wood-
working Co., Ltd.

186 Erin Street.

Head Office  Branch Office
527 Main St 85 Charlotte S
‘Phone 683 ‘Phone 38
DR. J. D. MAHER, Propristor,

Open § . m. Until 9 p, m,

bave always been the g {
ide':in the management of n

College.



