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In connection with the present 
war there is little, except the 

valor of her aoldiera, that offers opportunity of con­
gratulation to Spain and her people. The war itself 
is a result of an outworn and tyrannous colonial 
policy that, if it ever had excuse for existence, 
should in all conscience have been dead and buried 
a century ago. The policy, bad in itself, has been 
made the more oppressive and ruinous through 
corrupt and incapable administrators. With her 
proud and decadent aristocracy and her unintelligent 
populace, effective government for Spain or her 
colonies has become impossible. The opening of 
the war with the United States, which for months 
had been threatening, found the Spanish govern­
ment wholly unprepared. The weakness and Inef­
fectiveness of Spain’s national government seems to 
characterise all the operations of her military 
leaders. The whole conduct of the war so far on 
the part of Spain indicates a lack of any strong 
definite purpose and of eminent military capacity. 
The one thing upon which Spain may be congratu­
lated la the bravery of her soldiers, which taken in 
connection with the weakness and incapacity fer 
effective government which has been pointed out, 
мета fully to justify the pathetic remark of a Span­
ish public man : " We do not know how to govern 
or to organize In peace or war, but we know how to 
die " All accounts of the battle of Manila appear 
to agree that though the fight against the greatly 
superior American ships must have been from the 
first almost a hopeless contest, yet the Spaniards 
showed great valor, fighting to the bitter end with 
a courage that could not but command the reaped 
of their enemies and the world. One can but wish 
that, if these brave llvea must be sacrified, it might 
he In behalf of something holding out greater hope 
for the betterment of the world than the present 
state of Spain and the traditions of her government 
afford.

The past week has witnessed 
several engagements between 

United States and Spanish forces in the West Indies, 
but none of them have been of a decisive or wiry 
important charader. In a fight which occurred at 
Cardenas, on the north side of Cuba, on Wednesday, 
the eleventh inst., the first loss of life on the Ameri­
can side occurred. A torpedo boat named the 
' Winslow, ’ supported by two other American war 
vessels, the 1 Hudson’ and the ’ Wilmington,’ 
ventured into the harbor of Cardenas to attack a 
Spanish gun-boat In this attempt the ‘ Winslow’ 
got within range of a Spanish battery, the existence 
of which was unknown to the Americans. The 
Spanish guns opened an accurate fire on the torpedo 
boat with deadly efifed She was soon disabled. A 
shell bursting on her deck killed five of her brave 
crew. A number of others including her commander 
were wounded The other American shipe opened 
an effedive fire upon the Spanish fort and the 
Hudson came bravely to her rescue of the disabled 
Winslow and towed her out of range of the Spanish 
guns. On the same day an attempt ty the Ameri­
cans to cut the cable in the harbor of Cienfuegoe 
resulted successfully, but cost them one man killed 
and aix'wounded. Another incident of the week 
was the bombardment by Admiral Sampson’s fleet 
of San Juan, the capital city of Poito Rico, on the 
morning of Thursday, the twelfth. The engagement 
is reported to have lasted three or four hours. The 
Spanish forts replied vigorously. Few of their 
shots, however, struck the American vessels and 
those that did strike did not for the most part inflid 
any damage. Two American sailors were killed add 
a number wounded, but the ships were practically 
uninjured. Admiral Sampson did not'succeed In 
silencing the Spanish guns and though many of the 
shots, from the American fleet, took effedt, it is 
uncertain how much damage was inflicted upon the 
San Juan fortifications. A report to the effeCt that 
San Juan had capitulated, said to have been received 
by the United States Government, lacks confirma­
tion and is probably untrue. It is stated thet an 
American army of 12,000 men will shortly be sent 
from the Pacific coast to Manila in order to occupy 
the Philippines. During the past week active 
measures were being taken for an Immediate invas­
ion of Cuba, but the news received at Washington 
on Friday that the Spanish squadron from Cape 
Verde was at Martinique in the West Indies has 
caused a stay In the projected Invasion, as a gnat 
naval battle, which may decide the issues of the wat, 
is now expected. At time of writing, however, then 
Is no report of any meeting of the two hostile fleets. 
The latest news concerning the position of the 
Spanish fleet states that it Is off the coast of Vene­
zuela Among the most recent war news la a 
despatch from Admiral Dewey, in which be report* 
to his government that he has plenty of coal, that 
he la maintaining a strict blockade of Manila, that 
the Insurgent natives are hemming In the city, hot 
have made no hostile demonstration yet, that he 
(llewey) can take Manila at any moment, that 
provisions are scarce In the city and the Spanish 
governor will proliably be obliged to surrender soon 
It is understood that an American army will be sent 
as soon as possible to occupy . Manila and to bring 
the Philippines under control of the United States.

A A A
—Mrs. Janet (Carlyle) Hanning, who died Is 

Toronto a few months ago, had In her possession a 
collection of letters received from her famous 
brother, Thomas Carlyle It Is stated that there are 
fifty-six of these letters and that they have been 
disposed of by Mrs. Hanning's executors to the pub­
lishers of the Atlantic Monthly, Messrs. Houghton, 
Mlflln and Company, of Boston. Presumably the 
letters, or such parts of them as may lie of interest 
to the public, will appear in the Atlantic,

cheaper, but probably the price will not rule so low 
ns it lias done for some years past. If, on the other 
hand, the world 's crop for 1898 should turn out to 
be a poor one, prices may be expected to keep up 
and would be likely to advance beyond' present 
figures. One of the effects of the present high price 
of wheat will be to attract capital and emigrants to 
the Canadian Northwest, and another will be to 
cause more wheat to be raised in these Maritime 
Provinces than has been the case in recent years. 
With wheat at present prices, it will probably be 
found more profitable on land that it is in a condi­
tion to produce it, than any other grain crop.
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News of the death of Dalton Mc­
Carthy, M, P., which occurred 

on Wednesday evening, at his residence’ln Toronto, 
has evoked throughout the country very general 
and doubtless sincere expressions of regret. On 
Sunday evening of last week Mr. McCarthy was 
thrown from his carriage and received injuries which 
resulted in his death. Mr McCarthy was born near 
Dublin sixty-two years ago, but his family having 
emigrated to Canada while he was quite young, he 
grew up in this country and In full sympathy with 
Canadian life and institutions. Following the 
example of his father and grandfather, Dalton Mc­
Carthy chose the law as his profession and was 
called to the bar of Upper Canada in 1859, when 
only 23 years of age. His great ability, supported 
by constant application to study and business, soon 
brought him into prominence, and by the time he 
was thirty years of age he was winning distindllon 
in his profession and was also becoming known in 
political life. His reputation as a lawyer grew stead- 
idly and in his later years he was recognized as 
standing In the very first rank of the legal profession 
in Canada. It was not, however, until 1Я76 and 
after several elections In which he had been an un­
successful candidate, that Mr. McCarthy entered 
the House of Commons as member for Cardwell. 
From (hat time until Ills death he continued In 
Parliament, and since 18H2, as member for North 
Slmcoe. Mr. McCarthy entered political life as a 
Conservative and during the greater part of Sir 
John Macdonald's leadership he rente!ned firmly 
attached to the Interests of that party. During the 
later years of his political career, however, Mr, Mc­
Carthy had taken an Independent position. He 
vigorously and effedtlvely opposed the policy of the 
late government In reaped! to the Manitoba School 
question end also broke with that party in its pro- 
tedtlon policy, but he did not transfer hie allegiance 
to the Liberal party. On the floors of Parliament 
Mr. McCarthy was admittedly a great force. He 
was at all times a keen and forceful debater, and, on 
questions demanding legal knowledge and acumen, 
he had few If at у peers In the Hones, He appeared 
ambitious to exercise Influence rather than to hold 
office, lie was never a memlier of any administra, 
tlon, though there was no question ns to hie being a 
man of Cabinet rank, or as to Ills opportunities for 
official position, It Is said that he might have 
attained to the leadership of the Conservative party 
if he had sought it. The truth seems to be that 
Mr, McCarthy's convldtlone on political questions 
were ton strongly and sincerely held to admit of the 
compromises necessary ton hard and fast connexion 
with any political "perty. As an honest and exceed­
ingly able man whose voice might be expedted to 
be raised In Parliament In opposition to any Import­
ant line of sdtion which be regarded as false or 
unwise, Mr. McCarthy represented a force in politics 
of gregt value to Canada, and hie sudden taking 
away, at an age when Ills best work seemed still 
possible, is an event to be deeply regretted.

Tbrv Can Die. The War.
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The sudden and remarkable rise 
In the price of wheat, which has 
brought the retail price of the 

lirst brands of flour up to above seven dollars and a 
half per barrel, le due to several causes. The war 
h»» doubtless- had something to do with It. It la 
true that the war so far has had no appreciable 
effedt upon the world's wheat supply, It has not 
Interfered with the raising or transportation of 
wheat, nor le It likely to do so to any material' ex­
tent unisse It should happen that other nations ate 

•drawn Into the conflldt. And the war cannot greatly 
■ffedt the demand for wheat, Rut the general appre­
hension that war must create a rise In the price of 
luendeiuffit (aa, under different conditions from the 
inescnt, It frequently has done) has marls the сотії 
•him favorable for speculators to manipulete the 

■ market for their own advantage. The principal 
reason, however, for the rlaa in the price of wheat Is 
no doubt the serions shortage In the world's supply, 
The, top of last year on this continent was a good 
•ne, but In most of the wheat producing countries 
of the world it (Ml Ibr Irelow the average, end In 
emu « rmatriee this had been the ceae for one or two 
prevbms years, The world’s grain bin will bs pretty 
«•II r leaned out this year, and these who had the 
I'tin In possession when the rise occurred stand to 
profit largely by the necessities of their fsllowmen. 
Whether the present prices will be maintained, or 
whether they will rise or tell, will probably net de- 
pond to any great degree on the continuance or 
•cwslion of the war, but principally on the crop, 
Pjoepeetivs and aetmU, of 1K9*, If, in the courue of 
•,lw weeks, there ere general Indication# of a good 
,,eP <»f wheat, present prices ere likely to weaken, 

}< web Indications are realized, flour will be
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