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June 80, 1897,

A Message of To-day.
Read at the Recent Meeting of the Alumnae Asociation of
Acadia Seminary.

Again the amorous skies of June with radiant smiles

over,
Again the answering earth looks up as maiden unto lover,
A:lhl Acadin's daughters meet wx'l:hln her stately halls
To lay their garlands at her feet, while memory swift re-
calls

The days that once seemed long enough, but now, alas !
too feeting, -

And half in smiles and half in tears we give our comrades
greeting,

And yet no backward glance we take to-night the past
1o greet,

Nor care to trace again the prints of our poor erring feet,

For, fair as were the flowerets that flung their wealth in

g May,
Richer byy far the fruitage that crowns our autuman day.
For riper faith, and broader hope, and love’s more gen-
erous measure,
We well can spare the bloom of youth, forego its fitful
2!

pleasure,

And tho' at learning’s classic shrine our homage glad we
pay

We toneh with deeper reverence yet the pulse-beat of

t Y.

For never have the years been fraught with issues deep
and vast,

As those which flood the closing age in which our lot is
cast 5

¥or 1o | the dying centur{ in a cloud-wrapt valley lies, 3
And sees—-beyond the hill-tops—the hoped-for dawn arise.
Her eyes worn dim withr watching at length discern the

ray .
That tips the spirt:l splendors of earth’s millennial day.

Hail to an age of truer ring—of nobler metal wrought,

Wherein the hate of man for man we longer darkens
thought.

Hail to the blossoming desert, and hills that shout with

song,
With peace among the nations, and full redress of wrong.
Incarnate Love's electric thrill the space bBetween has

spanned,
Transformed into His image, the race united stand,

And shall we greet the vision with patient wistful gaze ?
Content to know the wrath of man shall yield Jehovah's

Fuhe, L .

That the welter of sin and press of pain since earth her
strife bT“ ;

Are drawn within the onsweep that marks His gracious

lan,
Nay, rfther shall such gladsome thought set all our hearts
aglowing,
Make strong our hands and swift our feet, our - willing
gl(n‘:ntowing.
For never can the blossom of time its leaves unfold
Till, one by one, in Adam’s race the base transmutes to

™y, og‘e) b'y one, in human hearts God’s will has found a
th

rone, .
And earthly monarchs lay aside their crowns, that He
- may take His own.

And yet the vision tarries vot ; it clasps like air about us ;

We breathe its breath, its healing glow no longer lies
without us.

For in the soul where self is slain, and. love bas claimed

her throne _

The seed that yields the kingdom's growth, in fruitful
soil is sown,

Nor need he watch the clouds of heaven, or wait the
trumpet's ling,

Who kmp:uomh‘swp of life the Master's hand is

uulinr.

And yields himself to work His will who heals the sick
world's hurt,

And takes as his badge the towel wherewith his Lord
Was l'h’t. ¢ \

For the secret of living is giving —not the things that we
call our pwn,

But the use of the inner chambers, where the soul has
built her throne.

Our knowledge, rooted deep in love, in fruitage fair shall

But, if centered in self, shall perish like a weed in the
tiller's hand, .

And art, lest she shrivel to ashes, must rear no palace fair

Where, for herself, she garners what others may not share,

And creeds, lest to dust they erumble, must yield to the

' service of man
A light that can pierce the curtain which shrouds the
Maker's plan.

For the secret of living is giving—a gift no measure can
mete -

Is lavished in blade of , in every s beat,

Arg——the -ecut"o‘lrﬁvi is gbﬁ;‘g:&he law ml

Odum‘t'mirmmtmmdm

And, from the cross on Calvary, for nineteen hundred

ears
Hi :&oeiddmthe , and yet to-night appears
Aa“fnchuyonda d-:% m’&m&mm

Fresh as the river’ ocean’s brink ;
Or u.t.;c» l-mn:(};oa’:a, e.lnlf:’ﬂ?:me stem to-ns:;,

That the fruit, in coming autumn, may gladden h@ A
Then l:tdwhndlnmunt shut the King of Glory

Break down ye barriers of self that wall our Hmnb&tl
And neath tﬁa‘hﬂowolmammhndnm turn

R X
Andl\tyhmm‘hummbuﬂuhedty of our God.
Wollville, May 3rst. Marig W. Torrs.

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

Answers to Prayer.

BY ROBERT ¥. HORTON, M. A., D. D.

It has sometimes seemed to me that. God does not if-
tend the faith in prayer to rest upon am induction of
instances, ' The amswers, however explicit, are not of the
kind to bear down an aggressive criticism., Your Christ-
tian lives a life which is an unbroken chain of prayers
offered and prayers answered. - From his inward view the
demonstration is overwhelming. . But do you ask for the
evidences, and do you propose to begin to pray if the
facts are convincing, and to refuse the practice if they
arenot? You may find the evidences evanescent as an

evening cloud, and the facts all susceptible of a simple,
“rationalistic explanation. ‘‘ Prayer,” says an old Jewish
mystic,-* is the moment when heaven and earth kiss each
other.” It is futile, as well as indelicate, to disturb that
rapturous meeting ; and nothing can be brought away
from such an intrusion, nothing of any value except the
resolve to make trial for one’s self of the ‘‘mystic sweet
communion.’’

1 confess, therefore, that I read examples of answers to
prayer without any great interest, and refer to those I
have experienced myself with the utmost diffidence.
Nay, 1 say frankly beforehand, ** If, you are concerned to
disprove my statement, and to show that what I take from
the hand of God is merely the cold operation of natural
law, and I have no wish to induce you to pray by an ac-
cumulation of facts—to commend to’ you the miglty
secret by showing that it would be profitable to you, a
kind of Aladdin’s lamp for fulfilling wayward desires,’
Natural laws the hand of God? Ves | I unguestioningly
admit that the answers to prayer come generally along
lines which we recognize as natural law, and would, per-
haps, always be found along those lines if our knowledge
of natural law were completed. . Pray is to me the guick
and instant recognition that all law is God’s will, asd all
nature is in God’s hand, and that all our welfare Hes in
linking ourselves with his will, and placi lves in

‘course or to present the most orthodox discussion of

[403]) 3

*

deficit in the funds of the wmission, or an extension is
needed, and we bave niot the money. The sound of mis-
giving is heard ; we have not the givers ; the givers have
given.all they can. *“Why not trust God?" I have
urged ; ‘‘ why not pray openly and. unitedly—and be-
lieve? " The black cloud of debt has beén dissipated, or
the necessary extension has beeh made,

Oddly enough, some people have said to me, ‘ Ah,
yours is a rich church | ™ as if to imply one can very '
safely ask God for money when one %as the le at
hand who can give it. But surely this isa question of
degree. My church is not rich enough to give one tenth
of what it gives, if we did not first ask God forit. And
there are churches which could give ten times what they -
do give,if only the plan were adopted of first nskin? Cvody,
instead of going to the few wealthy people and trusting
to them.—Religious Telescope. -

Loundon, England. s
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Let Them See Jesus.

(BY REV. THRUDORE L. CUVLER, D, D.)

The great aim of true Gospel preaching is to make
men see Jesus Christ. The minister who is not content
to hide himself so entirely behind the Cross that his
audience shall ‘‘see no man save Jesus only,” is not
called of God to the ministry. The Gospel contains a
system of salvation ; but it is not the system that saves
anybody, Nineteen-twentieths of our average congrega-
tions believe the chief propositions of Christi as
much as they believe that Columbus discovered the ‘i’uz
Indies. But that faith works no saving change in heart
or life. The only saving faith is that which sees Jesus,
and joins the soul to Jesus. Tt joins person to personm,
the sinner to the Savjour. Christ did not formulate a
creed and ask His auditors to subscribe to that creed;
His constant call was, “Come unto Me!"” * He that
believeth on Me hath everlasting life.”” It was not the
Atonement as a glorious doctrine, but Himself as the
divine Atoner whose blood cleanseth from sin. I, if I
be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” What a
monstrous mistake it is to prepare the most eloquent dis-

lll}eology in such a way as to project either discourse or

his hand through all the operations of theworld, and
life, and time.

Yet I will mention a few ‘‘ answers to prayer" striking
enough to me. One Sunday morning a message came to
me before the service from an agonized mother: ** Pray
for my child ; the doctor has been and gives no hope.”

*We prayed—the church prayed,with the mother’s agony,

and with the faith in a present Christ mighty to save.
Next day I learned that the doctor who had given the
message of despair in the morning had returned after the
service, and said at once, ““ A remarkable change has
taken place." The child recovered and still lives,

'On another occasion I was summoned from my study
to seea girl who was dying from acute peritonitis, I
hurried away to the chamber of death. The doctor said
that he could do nothing more. The mother stood there
weeping. The girl had passed -beyond the point of
recognition, But as I entered the room & conviction
seized me that the sentence of death had not gone out
against her. . I proposed that we should kneel down and
pray. Iasked definitely that she should be restored. I
left the home, and learned afterward that she began to
mend almost at once, and entirely recovered. She is now
quite strong and well, and doing her share of service for
our Lord,

And on yet another occasion I was hastily called from
my study to see an elderly man, who had always been
delicate since I knew him ; now he was prostrate with
bronchitis” and ' the doctor did not think that he counld
live. It chanced that I had just been studying the pas-
sage which contains the prayer of Hezekiah and the
promise of fourteen additional years of life. I went. to
the sick man and told him that I had just been reading
this and asked if it might not be ground for definite
prayer, He assented and we entreated our God for his
mercy iu the matter. The man was restored and is still
living. :

These are only typical instancesof what I have fre-
quently seeh, Many times I have prayed for the
recovery of the sick and the prayer has not been answered.
And you, dear and skeptical reader, may say if yon will
that this is proof positive that the instances of answered
prayers are mere coincidences. You may say it, and, if
you will, prove it, but you will not in the least alter my
quiet conviction, for the answers were givento me. I
do not know that even the subjects of these recoveries
recognize the agency which was at work. To me all this
is i terial. The subjective evidence is all that was
designed, and that issufficient, and to the writer con-
clusive. s

With reference to money for Chrigtian work, I have
labored to induce my own church to adopt the simple
view that we should not ask men, but in the firstinstance
God, the owner of it all, for what we want. I am thank-
ful to say that some of them now believe this, and bring
our needs to him very simply and trustfully. I could
name many instances of this kind. There is a threatened

.even many,

in front of the cross and conceal the crucified
Lamb of God. : 1 !
Paul was careful never to play the theologian at the |
expense of the Christ-preacher. He determined to know H
nothing nv‘eu {iesua Chrint; and Him crucified.  His own i

n pr y & lati of Christ
to him. About the main thing which he tells us of that
conversion was that he ‘‘saw the Lord in the way,”
and the Christ thus manifested to him made a mew man
of him. So anxious is he that everybody shall under-
stand just what his religion means, that he emphatically
declares, ‘‘ I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me,”
Sotne mi 1 the fe of oo 5

n s
under their preaching. May not one cause be ‘that’ the
do not converge all tfxe shafts of their pulpit light upo’r
one point, and that poiut the divine, atouing, lovin;
Saviour? People come to church on Sunday— og
them weak and' weary, others sorely tempted, others
conscious-smitten, and others hungry for comfort. Hav-
ing made a sad failure in their attempts, some of them
want a I}:‘uf out of themselves to lift them into a better
life. ling the prick of sin h their own con-
sciences, they desire to be delivered from the dominion
of these besetting sins. Others come with aching hearts
and long for a comforter ; often behind smooth faces are
concealed the terrible scars which temptations or trials
have inflicted. If all these people could make their
desires’ known, they-would cry out, ** We would see
Jesus!” Oh, my beloved brethren, is not the chief de-’
mand npon our ministry that first, last, and all the time
we shiould be-holding up Jesus the Sin bearer, Jesus, the
Life giver, *e&us the Intercessor, and Jesus the Centre
and glory of the Gospel of salvation ? if we fail in mak-
ing our con tions see Him, then the mnst eloguent i
discourse is a pious sham. 4
Perhaps there is another cause for the small number of i
jions in many ities. 1t is that men of the }
world see to little of Christ in the daily lives of those who
profess to be His servants and '* witnesses.”” . There is no
argument for Christianity equal to that which is presented
by a pure, honest, and beautiful life inspired by Christ’s
irit. Nothing  repels and disgusts the  uncopverted
like the ddily contract with those who profess Christian-
ity and W to make it odions. Dr. Horace Bushnell
once shid, '‘ We preach too much and live Christ too
little.”  There are people who go home from Church
saying, ‘* What a capital sermon that was "' and that is
the last of it. They devour sermons greedily with' but
vea little growth in godly living..
‘e emphasize that word living. Is it church going,
or praying, or Sund:rlchool teaching, or any oue, or
modes of special service that is the main
duty of Christ's followers ? No, indeed. All these good
things ought to be done ; but the weightier and more
vital things is to live Jesus Christ boldly and beautifully
before the world. = The best sermon may set forth how to
live ; bat a noble and holy life s the actual achievment.
No words that Paul ever sent to Rome or to Corinth
have impressed the world more than the ** livinﬁ‘epinle"
.

o Pa
in which he his Master so grandly every
Dr. mfﬂght‘ "I‘hegegli': more good ch-,

z" good practicing.  The d d pull of incon-

t Christians dnri;g'the week coun the up-
ward pull of the best discourses on the Jesus
Christ demands of us more than a formal confession of
Him ; He d ds conduct, He d ds ch He
demands example. ‘' 1f




