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THE GERMAN ENTENTE,

We fully expected that the opposi-

tion at Ottawa would endeavor to
create an agitation over'the action of
the government in abolishing the sur-
tax on German goods, the government
of the Fatherland having withdrawn
from its untenable position in insisting
should have the full

accorded

that Germany
benefit of the

Great Britain,

preference
It would not be rea-
sonable to assume that the opposition
would be consistent in its attitude to-
wards anything the government pro-
poses. Besides, Mr, Borden's followers
who do not always follow have prob-
ably forgotten that they attacked the
administration for imposing the sur-
tax in the first instance, pointing out
the to Canada which
would surely follow the strangling of
German trade.

serious loss

The opposition recog-

nizes but one duty to itself and no

duty to the country, and that is its

cbiigation to oppose whatever the gov-
ernment proposes. Which also explains
its course on the naval-question.

Our readers who cherish sound views
on the question of protection and free-
dom of trade .will also have observed
that a member of Parliament who pro-
fesses to speak on behalf of Canadian
raanufacturers has sounded ‘“‘a note of
alarm” in regard to the effect of open-
ing our markets to German manufac-
tures. This political Jeremiah ig not
only concerned about the fate of Can-

2dian manufacturers; he is distressed
because the abrogation of the surtax
will have the effect of nullifying the
British preference and driving British
manufactured goods out of our mar-
kéts. And yvet we seem to have a
recollection of the Canadian Manufac-
turers’ Association lamenting on its
own behalf the preferential policy of
the Laurier government, prophecying
the ruin of the manufacturers of the
country if it were adopted and de-
manding that the minimum tariff sche-
Cules under the preferential: scheme
should be as high, 'and preférably
higher, than the rates of duty *which
prrevailed under the old National Pol-
icy. Yet all this agitation has been
aroused over the repeal of a surtax
which simply has the effect of restor-
ing the duties on German goods to
the rate which obtained previous to the
demands of the Germans that they
should be placed on an equality with
the British in the Canadian markets.
The situation, in effect, therefore
that the opposition was dlssatisfied
when the surtax was imposed and it
more deeply grieved now that the
condemned, tax has been removed. But
the fact is, as statistical returns prove,
that the tariff war was detrimental
tu the true interests of both countries,
and it is a good thing for all concerned
that an amicable arrangement has
been reached. The controversy was not
of Canada's seeking. Tt was forced
upon her. She maintained her right

is

ig

to grant preferential treatment to the |

Mother Country. That vital principle
Las been conceded. Germany has prac-
tically acknowledged that her demands
wera unjustifiable.

But possibly the most extraordinary
thing in connection with the settle-
ment of the misunderstanding is the
comment of the British press, One
would think the restoration of former
trade relations between .the two coun-
tiies threatened a dissolution of the
Empire. For our part we cannot un-
derstand why the manufacturing and
commercial interests of Great Britaln
cannot be expected to compete for the
growing trade of Canada with the cor-
responding interests of Germany, even
if there were not a substantial prefer-
ence in favor of the former. The ces-
cation of commercial hostilities will no
doubt result in a great increase in the
trade between Canada and her Euro-
pean neighbor, but that growth need
not necessarily mean a decline in the
trade between Great Britain and Can-
ada. Our business is expanding
tremendous pace, and Germany,
ising the possibilities of the future, is
anxious to share in it. Why should
there not be direct steamship connec-
tion between the ports of Canada and
the ports of Germany as well as be-
tween the ports of France and the
ports of Canada? If there is trade suf-
ficient to warrant such a service, it
cannot be carried on without sub-
stantial benefit to the people of both
countries. The same thing is true of
German immigration. Direct steam-
ship connection will be sure to promote
an inereasing influx of industrious, en-
terprising and frugal Teutons, whom
experience demonstrates to be among
the very best classes of immigrants,
There is plenty of room for people of
that eclass in this wide Dominion. We
consider the foresight of the German
government to be flattering to Canada
i1 the highest degree. It proves that

at a
real-

an eminently practical, far-seeing na-
tion realises the naturé of the future
that is in store for this coumtry. 'And
the Germans already with/ us can he
ccunted among the most'loyal subjects
of the British Crown.

It is not difficult to understand what
is at the back of the comment-of the
Tory press of Great Britain on this
matter. The idea desired to be con-
veyed is that if, protection be not
adopted by the country as a policy,
with preferential trade as an excuse
for its adoption, the days of the Em-
rire are numbered.

DESERVING OF GENEROUS SUP-

PORT.
Although this is an age of wonderful
mechanical

the stage has not duite been reached
at which man can dispense entirely

inventions and progress,

with the enforced services of the low-
Natural agencies have
in many directions.

er animals.
béen harnessed
in steam carriages, elec-
tric cars and vehicles propelled by
minéral oils. Not satisfied with mov-
ing over the surface of the earth at a
speed which distances,
they are striving to conquer the na-
tural force of gravity and fly through
the air. But although Wwe are sub~
duing nature and going at a "rate
which would have made our forefath~
ers dizzy, the time is not yet when the
Lorse can be completely emancipated
from the bondage in which he has been
held for thousands of vears. And
there are other animals of the lower
orders which are still more necessary
than the horse to our ‘comfort and con-
venience.

‘While public sentiment has advanced
steadily along “animalitarian’ lines,
it is still true that abuses are occa-
sionally inflicted upon the useful crea-
tures we have subjécted to our desires
and necessities.
why in every centre of population in
Canada and other countries Socletles
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals are doing good and necessary
work. Many men entrusted with the
charge of such animals seem to be
oblivious of the fact that these crea-
tures, as well as all _creatures
not abselutely. under human control,
are endowed with feelings common to
all things which draw the breath of
life. It is for the protection of natural
creation in their divinely ordained
rights that the societies mentioned ex-
itt. However, these associations can-
ot do their voluntarily assumed duty
without funds. They do not draw thelr
revenues from state sources; they have
not the power of levying taxation.
Treyv are entirely dependent in this ré-
spect upon the good-will or.the muni-
ficence of. the communities. in ‘which
they .operate. £3

The- Victoria organization is" trying
tc enlarge thé bounds of its work. It
has engaged a special officer—in regard,
to whose qualifications there can be!
ro question—to prosecute offénders
against ' the laws which have Deen
wisely placed upon the statute books
for the protection of th& inalienable
rights- of the lower .orders. The peo-
ple of Victoria have subscribed liber-
ally, although not as liberally as they
ought, to the funds of this organiza-
t:on. The city gives an annual grant
of $50, which might surely be con-

Men travel

annihilates

siderably increased. The province sets:

aside $500 for the henefit of an alleged
provincial organization, the scope of

whose operations has not yet been

extended - to Vancouver Island, not-
withstanding the fact that there are
Lut three branches of the society in ex-
iztence within the boundaries of the
province. This is'a matter which is
surely worthy of investigation at the
sesgion of the Legislature now in pro-
gress. Although'the executive of the
Victoria S.P.C.A. gives its services
gratis, and appears to be gratified at
the opportunity of being of service, the
work cannof be carried on during the
present year with'a sum less than
$1,200—twice the amount expended last
year. According to the annual report
of the society, now before us, the in-
come for the year ending 31st October,
1909, was $567.05. There was a halance
carried forward of $285.13, which ag-
gregated a sufficient sum to carry out
the work for the term. This year there
is a surplus of $246.50 on hand to com-
nience with, but if the more extended
programme to be carried out the
customary contributions will have to
be largely increased. At least a thou-
sand dollars must be obtained. Either
the subscriptiong or the. number of
contributors must be doubled. We are
sire it is but necessary for the.public
tc be made acquainted with the facts
to insure the complete success of the
noble work of the Victoria branch of
the S.P.C.A.

THE TRUE NAVAL POLICY,

The Canadian Courier

is

of
probably expresses the opinion of the

Toronto

majority of Canadian readers of news-
papers when it says that it is a-weary
of the discussion of the naval ques-
tion. It may be quite true that the at-
titude of the press towards this very
important issued is determined to a
considerable extent -by political opin-
jons and party affiliations. Speaking for
ourselves, believe
have striven to consider the matter
strictly from a Canadian and Imperial
distinguished- from -a partisan
standpeint. We bhelieve the government
which

we Thonestly we

as

has adopted a policy futiare

That is the reason-

events will establish to be the omy true
ahd permanent solution of a very deli-
cate as well as a very important prob-
lem. In any case there can be no ques-
tion whatever as to the political inde-

pendence of the Courier, If anything it

leans toward the opposition side in its
able reviews of the various political
issues which are being projected into
the political arena from time to time.
Therefore we have no hesitation in
quoting extensively from the editorial
columns of our contemporary on this
matter of naval defence, believing that
it expresses the  opinion ‘of not less
than nine-tenths of the population of
Canada. The Courier In its last issue
says:

“Have you made up your mind
whether Great Britain is likely to be
wiped off the map by Germany 'in
1912? Have you a mind to make up?
Or perhaps you are sick and tired of
the ‘whole subjeéct and you have
reached the position where you are so
confused by the conflicting opinions
and official statements that you don’t
care; - En,~ what?

“Some time ago, we gave our read-
ers the opinion of the United States
naval experts, which is that Ger-
many’s naval strength is about one-
third of that of Great Britain, Other
people, justified in speaking authorita-
tively, have ‘pooh-poohed the _whole

German. scare on the same grounds. !

But thé Unjonists in Great Britain for
their own purposés have kept the
bogey-man well stuffed with straw and
have displayed™ him constantly.. The
Conservatives of Canada have appar-
ently - felt it. their bounden duty to
follow their namesakes'in Great Bri-
tain and to fanatically urge that Can-
ada should give Dreadnoughts quickly.
Because of this, the subject is still
alive. Mr. Borden revived it last week.
Therefore, the bogey-man must be
punched again and the writer proposes
to do his share once more.

“Then to the task. Most of the trou-
ble has arisen from a speech made by
Mr. McKenna, the First Sea Lord, -in
the British House last spring, The
honorable gentleman was somewhat
astray at that time and has since re-
canted through Dr. Macnamara, par-
liamentary secretary to the navy. In
a speech at Hastings, on January 13th,
Dr. Mdenamara stated’ that in April,
1912, Britain will have 20 Dread-
noughts to Germany’s 13.—At the same
date Britain will have 40 pre-Dread-
nought battleships to Germany’'s 20;
also” Britain’s 40 wil have a larger
proportionate tonnage and gun-power
than Germany's 20. Ditto in ‘eruisers
with 35 to 8 Ditto . in. Dreadnought
docks with 12 to 6.

“A report of this speech may be found
in the London dailies of the 14th, and

: fbecause

any doubter is invited to read it for
himself. Why any sane Canadian, with ;

sueh a report ‘in fromt ‘of him, ‘ean 'go!'l:

on declaring that Britain is' in im-
mediate danger is more than an ordin- ;
ary journalist can explain.

“One can easily understand why the:|
opposition in Great Britain has tried |
to create a feeling of unrest in that
country just before a general election.
But why Canadian Conservatives should
try to create the same kind of unrest
with no general election in sight is
hard to comprehend.- The situation is
absolutely senseless, Their attitude be-
tokens either 4 sad loss of reason and
judgment or else a weak-minded re-
sort to a dangerous political expedient.

“The resolution proposed by Mr, Bor-
den Jast week in the House speaks of
e ‘impending necessities of the Em-
pire’ and the need to ‘assure its peace
and security,’ It further says that the
government’s- proposals ‘will give no
immediate or effective aid to the Em-
pire.” All these phrases were apparent-
ly intended: to indicate that the Em-
pire is in serious and immediate dan-
ger. There are hundreds of thousands
of loyal Conservatives through the
country who will get that impression
and be considerably stirred up. It
would be rather strong to say that
these - honest citizens were being un-
necessarily disturbed, and yet' it does
not seem possible to give any other
explanation. No doubt Mr, Borden and
those of his party responsible for the
resolution have their reasons for try-
ing to create this impression. but we
question their soundness. 80 far as
Mr. ‘Borden is personally concerned,
we believe that he is too well informed
and has too much ‘horse. sense’ to
justify the resoliution on any other
ground than political hecessity.

“Spite of 'all differences of opinion
on the naval policy, every citizen must
be pleased with the progress which
Canada.is.making towards strengthen-
ing her position as a member of the
Empire and as a member of the greater
family of nations. The Canadian navy
may never be used for the purpose of
war, and the less fighting it sees the
better for us all, but it will be an ad-
ditional proof that the ‘Men of the
Northern Zone’ are increasing in-num-
ber, wealth and national self-conscious-
ness. Factories, railways and universi-
ties are the symbols of progress which
the visitor to this country will find
most striking. The Canadian flag on
ocean freighters, ocean passenger ves-
sels .and warships is the symbol which
will impress the people abroad:

“A’ Canadian-built navy should - be
but the fore-runner of a greater Came
adian-built merchant marine, Provid-
ing that Canada does not carry pro-
‘tection by customs duties ‘to the ex-
treme that it has been carried in the
United States, and_ providing that our
foreign commerce develops in the fu-
ture as it has in the past, Canada will
be known as a great shipping coun-

! good 'water pressure—and as the reser-

| about sevefi ‘feet of water in the big

try, Because of mismanagement and
k

of _her ; wonder!ul
market, the United  States has not
achieved prominence as a ‘ma.rithn.;
nation. Her failure should be:both &
warning and a stimulus to do her ut-
most tg deévelop her foreign trade side
by &ide: v{ith her domestic trad®, ‘A na-
tion without a foreign trade and an
adequate marchant marine is but half
a nation; she may be likened unto a
man with one withered arm. Already
Canada has, comparatively ' speaking,
a vreater ocean-going tonnage than the"
United States.. Our three great trans-
continental systems. are stretching: out:
and combining sea-carriage with land-
carriage. To maintain this ‘valuable
superiority, Canada needs a ship-build-
ing policy. She needs graving docks
where her vessels may be given their

yearly out-fitting and overhauling and
to which injured vessels may go for

repairs, or may Be remodelled and re-
built. She needs also shipyards where
new vessels may be ‘constructed.

“In all our study of ec¢onomic condi-
tions:and in all our making of laws for
husbandry, mechanics, manufacturing
and general commeree; let us no forget
to make such laws and inaugurate such
policies as will give to Canada a ship-
building ~industry. One -has but to
study the commercial history and pres-
ent position of Great Britain and Ger-
many to see how important in the de-
velopment of commerce such an indus-
try may become.”

REPORT ON RESERVOIR
WILL BE DELAYED

G. H. Bryson Will Not Under-
take Task Until Blg Basin
Can Be Emptied

Y (From Wednesday's Daily.)

It is improbable that any effort will
be made by G. H. Bryson, acting city
engineer, to investigate the condition
of the Smith’s Hill reservoir -and pre-
pare a report on the same for the city
council for a month or more. The im-
pression prevails in some quarters that
Mr. Bryson has already prepared a
report. This i8 erroneous, He and Mr,
Topp had set to work on the task, but
they abandoned it when they ascer-
tained that Arthur L. Adams still
maintained his connection with the

eity in respeet to that piece of work.
Now, however, as Mr, Adams® is ne

lnternal_ g
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TEACHERS' SALARIES.

To the Editor:—I see jn Semi-Weekly
Times of 11th inst. that our member, Mr.
Hayward, said in the House that the gov-
ernment paid the country teachers suffi-
cient salary.

At a meeting held in the schoolhouse
‘here during the Christmas <holidays ‘the
secretary of trustees told those present
that the teacher had received an offer of
$65 per month from the trustees of North
Cowichan municipality to teach in one
of their schools with 12 pupils, whereas
hete she got only $50 with 40 pupils of all
grades from alphabet o those preparing
for entrance exam., that she had been
unable to secure board in private house
under $25 per month, and if we wished to
retain her services we would hdve to do
something ourselves, as the government
would not allow them to assess the dis-
trict to increase her salary.

It was resolved at the meeting to can-
vass the distri¢t for subscriptions to raise
enough to pay her $5 a month more for
the next six months.

Does ‘Mr. Hayward think that $25 per
month with board and lodgings is quite
sufficient salary to pay a teacher for a
country school, or does he think that
farmers’ children are not entitled to a
decent education?

E. H. FORREST.
Cowichan, B. €., 12th Feb., 1910.

LAND TAXATION.

there is a very interesting communication
from Mr. Wm. Marchant on tax reform.

appear often in the columns of the Times.
As a rule I can follow him and agree with
his theories, but on this tax question I beg
leave to say that I fail to see any sound
reasoning in making the land pay all
taxes. It appears to me just a scheme
by one body of men to shift the pack on
to the other fellows™ backs:

Now, why should land pay all the taxes
under the present system of' freehold by
purchase. If governments only leased
land and made no sales outright there
might be some show of reason in the
argument of what is called single tax.

Land without labor ‘is of - very little
value, so that the argument that to tax
improvements’ or buildings is 'taxing
labor is not sound, for without labor very
little can be obtained. No man or body of
men build houses or business blocks for
pure tove of the city or to improve their
neighbor’s lot. They build in the first
place for their own benefit, fully expect-
ing that the other fellow by rents or pur-
chase will pay them a goodly rate of in-
terest.

If you were to take off all taxes off im-
provements, what would be the result?
You would value land with equal possi-
bilities' at the same rate. One man or
company could put up a sky-scraper and
the other could not. What would result?
Simply the poorer man would be forced
to struggle along at vast ‘odds or let go
what he worked hard to save. To my
mind it don’t make any ‘difference what
Wwe pay taxes on, ‘so long as they are ap-
plied fairly. Without fining -labor you

longer employed thére is no obstacle to
prevent ‘Mr. bryson going on with the |
work. i
In view, however, of the fact that'it |
is deemd’ “inadvisable to empty the
reservoir at this season of the year |
some - tinré Will elapse before the vvorkX
of m\esngntmn can ‘be taken in hand.
As iong as ‘the cold weather lasts there l
s a possvbh‘ity of the éutbreak -of ‘ail
seriolis fir8“whieh would necessitate a'|

voir is an“important factor in such a |
situation it “will not be emptied until
spring approaches. At present there is

basin on Sthith’s hill

BRIEF LOCALS

—Mrs. I‘LJ.SE“ wlshes to know . if
there are any young peopie living in
the vicinity-.of the Jubilee hospital who
would be. willing to form a choir to
assist in the. services held on Sunday
afternoons in the Pemberton - chapel.
She will: be:.pleased to meet them. on
Friday evening at 6 o’clock in. the
chapel.

e b

—At Tuesday’s meeting of the com-
mittee of the Victoria branch of the
“British and Foreign Sailors’ Society”
a vote of thanks was passed to the
executive of the trades and labor coun-
cil for their generous ‘present, through
Mr. A. Leary, of the sum of $20 in
apm‘ecxation of . the ‘recent : wisit and
address by Mr. Will Creoks, the labor
humanitarian.

———

—Building permits have been igsued
to J. H. Robertson for additions to his
house -on Eilford street to cost $400, and
for a garage to cost $150; to Robert
Kerr for a house on- Adelaide street, to
cost $1,800, to Dr. E. Hall for additions
to a private hospital-on St. Charles
slreet, to cost $800, and to Mark Cozner
for a dwelling on Leighton road, to
cost $2,000.

TIPS G

—In view.of 'the fact that Rev. H. C.
Speller, who hag since October 1st been |
supplying the pulpit of the First Bap- |
tist church, is about to leave, a fare-’
well gathering has been arranged for
next Friday evening, Rev. Mr. Speller
has preached very acceptably in the!
First Baptist church, anad it is with re- |
grets that the congregation parts with |
him. He will occupy the pulpit for the
last time on Sunday. He returns to
Moose Jay. The farewell gathering
will be held in Victoria*hall, where ser-
vices are held.

—_— Qe

—In connection with the opening
the Imperial -parliament in London!
‘Tuesday, jnention is made in the dis-|
patches to the Times of the part played
by the Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod, Admiral Sir H. Stephensor. Thig |
officer is known in Victoria, where at |
enie time he was admiral of the fleet
stationed at Esquimalt. Many of the
older residents “of Victoria remember |
him well, The Lord Chancellor, Lord |
Louburn, is a cousin of Mr, Justice !
Gregory, retired, of the Supreme Court |
of New DBrunswick, the father of Mr. !
Justice Gregory of the British Colum-
bia ‘Supreme court.

TRl pria

—At the opening of the legislature |
on Wednesday Premier McBride -made |
reference to the loss the province had
sustained in the death of Hon, C, F.
Cornwall. He made reference to the |
part the late Mr. Cornwall played in |
the early politics of the province; his
elevation to the lieut.-governorship;
his long connection with the bar and
the judiciary, and his general contri- |
bution to the industrial life of this |
province. An expression of regret at |
his death. will be placed on the records
of the House,

of

{ same one horse town.

» alarm

will get no taxes. I would rather see one
so able as Mr. Marchant devote his pen
to showing where, under the present sys-
tem, improvements could be .made in-
stead of trying to shift the burden on to
one body of workers. Some one must
carry the vacant-land. Tt fsn't possible
| to-build on it. All lZnd”specuiating  ‘be-
tween. individuals if jjust.ias fair as any
other form of making a lving. -Land
grabbing from .governments is different.

| That .is- simply stealing. And for a city |
; to make a man with a vacant lot pay as

much taxes as the man with a 10 or 20-
story income-bearing building on his lot
don’t seem. fdir.. The: tan with _the
building, while increasing the value of
property adjoining, also: helps.to-eat up a
great deal of the 'general revenue obtained
from taxes, and certainly should pay a
legitimate share of them. If Mr. Morley
wants tp do some good tax reform busi-
ness let' him take a hand in having-the
business part of town assessed at some-
thing like its real value.. Residential pro-
perty is well taxed. By taxing the busi-
ness centre the visitor helps pay the taxes,
now we all pay our tariff taxes. If it
was not for the land trading going on
Victoria wouldn’t be having such fine
blocks going up. She would be just the
Don’t try to kill
the goose that lays the golden eggs. Let
her hatch some of them.
G. E. MILLOY.

— e e

FIRE DEPARTMENT’S
NEW REGULATIONS

Lieutenants to Have Charge of
Their Halls in Various
Wards

The fire wardens at a meeting held
Tuesday endorsed a recommenda-
tion made by Chief Davis, of the fire
department, that one ‘of the men at
each of the outside halls be made a

;1ieutenant and placed in charge ot his

respective hall. The holidays of the
men will be extended from ten days to
two weeks. At present the men have
one day a week off,- but otherwise are
on duty every hour in the 24. 3
Tenders -for materials were awarded
as follows:
Hydrants—Hutchinson - Bros. at $44
$47.50,
the
wire for

at The .contract will be

former.
alarm

Steel system—Hay-

| ward & Hawkins at $12:40 .per cwt. and
| the Hinton . Electric Company at $34.75
| per

mile. The contract’ will be awarded
to the lowest tenderer, the city eleetri-
cian to ascertain which is the lowest.

Pole top fttings and brackets for
system, 250 fittings and . 375
brackets—W. Grimm & Sons, Ro0bert-
son Iron Works, Hutchinson Bros., and
Victoria Machinery Depot. The fire

i chief will decide whnch is the lowest

tenderer.

Rubber boots—G. E. Christie, Mec-
Candless & Cathcart, James Maynard,
Canadian Rubber Company. McCand-
less & Cathcart were the successful
tenderers at $7 per pair.

Rubber coats—Contract awarded to

{ the Canadian Rubber Company at $6.59

each,

Uniforms, chief, assistant chief, two
captains and forty men—Tenders were
received from D. F. Sprinkling, Fraser
& Morrison, Archibald Hunt, W.
Schaefer and Guy N. Walker. The con-
tract for the chief's and assistant
chief’s uniforms was awarded to Mr.
Schaefer at $36 each, and those for the
captains and men at $28 each,

—The local bank clearings
week ending Tuesday
1,560,530

the
to

for
amounted

I always like to read his articles, which ;

|

§

ISUIT AGAINST ALLEGED
MERGER PROBABLE

U. S. Attorney-General May Be
Asked to Prosecute Ameri-
can Telegraph Co.

O — . o —

New York, Feb. 17.—It is expected
here to-day that a request that Attor-
ney-General Wickersham . start pro-
ceedings against the American Tele-
phone & Telegraph Company on the
grounds of conspiracy in the restraint
of trade will be made following the

suit brought by the stockholders of
the United States and Cuyhoga Tele-
phone companies in Ohio.

In the Ohio suit, minority stockhold-
ers charged that the control of these
properties was being acquired by J.
P. Morgan for the American company.

+ The taking of depositions was conclud-

i ed here' to-day,
istockholders declaring they

the attorneys for the
have se-
cured enough testimony to make ‘their

i case,

It 'is known that the attorney-gen-

. eérails of Ohio and. Missouri have been

| following the rejection of the

watching the suit closely, and it is
predicted- that ouster -proceedings may
be started in those states if the stock-

ARG i holders win their case.
To the Editor:—In this evening's Times |

SHOULD CITY
PASS AGREEMENT?

(Continued from page 1.)

On Wednesday last Mayor Morley,

agree-

| ment by the council the night previous;

| mittee

appeared before the private bills com-
of the legislature and asked

| that the bill which Oak Bay is.applying

| each and the Victoria Machinery Com- |
| pany
i awarded. to

| It ought

i that while the price at which

for in respect to water rights shall be
delayed until the agreement between
the two’ municipalities could again be
considered by the council. In view of
the mayor’s representations, the com-
mittee decided to let consideration of
the Oak Bay bill stand over until
Tuesday next. At this evening’'s meet-
ing, therefore; a- by-law, giving effect
to the agreement, will be introduced
at the-instance of Ald. Langley, chair-
man of the legislative committee,

Public opinion would seem ‘to be
divided as to the merits of the proposed
agreement with Oak Bay. On the one
hand there are those who say it is of
vital importance that: the neighboring
municipality should be preservedsas a
market where Victoria may dispose of
its water; on the other those who, while
admitting  this, contend that the sug-
gested price—ten cents per thousand
gallon—is far too.low. :

The Tiries thnis morning interviewed
a nuinber of prominent ¢itizens and
asked them what they thought of the
proposed agreement.

Walter Walker thoyght _the city®
council had  done right‘in rejecting it,
and he hoped they would do' the same

i thing this evening. He termed ridicu-~

lous the arrangement - whlereby Oak:
Bay would be sold water at ten cents—
a lower rate than the cost to the peo-

“ple of Victoria.

Ex-Ald. Hanna thought the matter
was so important that it ought not
to be rushed through the council in the
hasty manner proposed. He also
thought the price too low and favored
the fullest investigation into the whole
situation before the city bound itself
to any hard-and-fast agreement with
Oak Bay.

Alex. Wilson termed the proposed
agreement nreposterous. The price was
too low. He helicved, notwithstanding
all statements to the contrary, that
there is an abundance of good water
at Elk lake, and that the fullest in-
quiry should be made before abandon-
ing that source. In any event, con-
tended Mr. Wilson, the city should hold
on to Elk lake. It was too valuable
an asset to be bartered away.

Other leading citizens interviewed
were strongly in favor of the agree-
ments believing that it is the one thing
left if the city is to preserve Oak Bay
as a market and prevent the tearing
up of the streets in the laying down
of additional water pipes.

Thus C. E. Redfern, one"of the lead-
ing pioneer business men, who has hadi
long experience at the council board in
the capacity of mayor, and whose
views are universally respected, said
it, is
proposed to sell to Oak Bay at first
blush looks too small, yet in view of
all the circumstances, perhaps the
best thing to do would be to confirm
the agreement. Mr. Redfern added
that the city council should in his
opinion at the earliest possible date |
acquire the property of the Esguimalt|
Waterworks Company by expro-
priation, at the same
Sooke lake as a source for the ulti-
mate supply of water. In his opinion
it would be futile to approach the Es-
gquimal. Waterworks Company with an
ofter<of purchase.

Charles Hayward, ex-mayor, while he |
confessed that he had not given the
malter that full consideration whicn
its importance warranted, thought the
agreement should be passed. He con-|
sidered it about the only thing that
was left for the city to do if Oak Bay
is to be prevented from ,entering into
a contract for the supply of water frofn
the Esquimalt Waterworks Company.
to be clear to everyone that
Victoria should be permitted to dis-
pose of water to the neighboring mu-l
nicipality, but this privilege would be !
destroyed should the bill now before
the legislature be pagsed in its present
form.

Col. E. G. Prior said he had neot

time securing |

i Norman
| Harold Robertson,

i Powell,

ALEXANDRA CLUB To
BUILD NEwW HOME
Decision Reached at an Impqy.
ant Meeting Held Yester.
day Afternoon

At a general meeting of tl
of the Alexandra

PRVOTH

Club held
Goeia the decision to pr
the erection of a new clubi
{ reached. A lot is to be

purch
a structure, exclusively de
ladies, tc be erected. It is
build on Douglas street nea:
the Union Club. There was
attendance and the utmost er
prevailed in regard to the proj

The proposed building will
ground floor, comprising sup;
dressing rooms, kitchens, cloal
laundry and lavatories.

The second story will consis
auditorium or ball room,
be fully equipped with a s
rubber floor for dancing
stage for concerts,
matic performances.

The third floor will be o
the Alexandra Club proper
contain “tea room and drawing
bridge room, . library and
room, bedrooms, kitchen and |
and all necessary equipment,

Mrs. Henry Croft, the pres
opening the meeting, said: J
have asked you to meet toget}
to-day to lay Dbefore you a sc
whereby the Alexandra Club may
itself—i. e., both lot and building—
thus attain- that dignity
fulness which I .think its 1
porters have earned for it thro
vears that lie behind. Th
have been—in some sort—a st
existence but there were tho
us with enough foresight anc
dence in the future of our city t
by the club and to maintain it :
institution even when—by reas
narrow environs and inadequate
commodation—it could offer only
and restricted service to the ¢
ity. Those days. are past. With the
influx of population and the daw:

a more prosperous era the Ale

Club has prospered too. Sinc !
quarters were enlarged in October, 1907
our membership has doubled, and our
income has done the same. Our li
brary and tea departments are taxed
to their ulmost capacity and there ara
numerous avenues of usefulness open
to us could be but secure the nec
prestige, accommodation and
to meet the needs and requirements o
the many and varied interests repre-
sented and “mothered” by women
here in Victoria to-day. Our plan in-
cludes initial provision to meet all
these: .demands, The club would ba
enabled. ta double ' its membership
without inconvenience, there would he
bedrooms for country or resident mem-
bers,. while jfhe auditerium and ball
room would be in continual dem:{"d by
ithe musical, dramatic, art and
ary associations, as also for dar
ceptions, luncheeons and  purposes
general entertainment for w
commodation is so badly needed
numerous - presidents and hostes
both - private and public capacit
we can do nothing without the
scnt and co-operation of our memt
I will ask ycu to consider the points
which 1 have laid before you and to
discuss the inatter freely and inform-
ally, giving your best judgment to the
business  issues, but also allowing
those gracious and generous impul
to have weight which stamp, the world
over, those public benefits undertaken
by women for the general weal.”

Harold Robertson, to whom the
ness arrangements have been entrusi-
ed, made a statement indicating that
a very fair investment was off
shareholders. After some discussion,
participated in by Mrs. Jenkins i
Mrs. Fitzgibbon, Mrs. Rocke Robert
moved and Mrs. H, M. Fullerton sec-
onded a resolution to the effect that the
proposal laid before the club to
quire a lot for building purpose :
undertaken. After due consideration
the motion was passed, nearly
mwember pleaging support to the
Ject.

The president and secretary att
at the committee room at the
dra Club to-day fbr the purpose
ceiving subscriptions from
who have promised to assist.

Those present were: Mesdames Bal<
layntyne, Burdick, H. C. Crawford, M,
Evans, Thornton Fell, Harold Fleming,
H. M. Fullerton, Fitzgibbon, A. J. (.
Galletly, J. H. Gillespie, A. Gi
T. N. Hibben, J. A: Hall, E. T. Has
Louis Hind, Henry Heisterman, M. Jel
11\1115 H. D. Jackson, MacNaughto

Jones, D. R. Ker, G. A. Kirk, C.
[ Lugrin, H. A. Munn, E. B. Marvin, il
| ’A.°S. Morley, J. S. H. Matson, Ph
Mﬁsgmve, H. R. Nelson, John Pig
Arthur Piggott, . G. Prior, R. M
mer, Prothero, Major Phipps. I
ton, F. B. Pemberton, Ferguso!

Rant, Rocke R

Rant, C. M
iena Russell, J...J. Shallcr
Curtis Sampson, ¢

Andrew Wrigh
Miss Josepl

and
lectures

and

pos

of

But

con«

busi«

every

pros

spie,

Rober
Miss A )$S
R. Sherwood,
Todd, Worlock,
Robert Beaven,
Crease, Miss Tully.
The following ladies, though
ting inability to attend, have p!
to support the movement.
Mrs. T. W. Paterson,
muir, Mrs. J. H. Todd, Mrs. C.
Spratt, Mrs. R. W. Gibson, Mrs. A
Watt, Mrs. C. E. Cooper, Mrs. A, 1
say, Mrs, Colquhoun Macon
Jones, E. Langworthy, Miss Mara
Miss G. Mackay, Miss Wigle
A. E. Todd, Mrs. Ellison, Miss E

Mrs D

studied the agreement very closely, and
therefore could not give an off-hand;
opinion of any value. He would b%{
willing to go on record, however, as
opposed to a plan which would resuit |
in the tearing up of the streets for the !
laying of waterpipes to supply ‘Oak |
Bay. Col. Prior mentioened ‘incident- |
ly that it was well known that he!
had long been an advocate of the city |
buying out the property of the Es- |
quimalt Waterworks Company.
Other leadiug citizens spoken to we
in the main f{avorable to the agren-|
ment, but for one reason or another |
they refused to be guoted for publica- 4
tion. !

ie

“ BON AMI”
STORE

734 YATES ST.

Proprietors, S. Shelton & So

Phone 1678.

LACE CURTAINS, TABLE LINIE?
LADIES’ BLOUSES & HOSIERY
OUR SPECIALTY.

A nice assortment of Scotch Gi
hams at 15c. yard.

P. S.—We carry a good select
of pictures.
ALL KINDS

EXECUTED

PEASONABLE

THE

or FRAMIN(
PROMP'TLY
CHARGES

e —
ZAGLES' BALL

A GREAT SUCC

ANNUAL DANCE MOST
ENJOYABLE

List of Those Who Won
in the Costume Co
test

—

{ (¥rom Thursday’s Dail
A"m,e cleventh annuai nall u
quspices of Victoria Aeria
}<l<v1»§ held last evening at A
hall, Fort street, proved >4,
most enjoyable and success
], 1d by that organization, w
;n enviable record for previd
: sses. The attendance broke
ords; the arrange ments for tH
ure of the dancers were all t
Le desired; the decorations we|
mo'-L elaborate scale; the mus
ent, and the supper served at
such as appealed to the most ¢
]_‘l\[l —the whole affair runnin
smoothness which reflected thg
credit upon the general commit
committee was made up of
LeRoy, J. M. Hughes, R. A, P
H. P. Sweeney, T. Gould, T,
<haw,’ P.- Shandley, J. H. Pey
i;. Sweeney and W. Court. Sha
these gentlemen the honor for
cess of the. affair were the
of the reception committee—F
pehnsen, M. P. P.; E, E. Le
aMaloney, R.' Hall, Dr. Georg¢
wachter and C. Merkely. T}
was supplied by Turner’s orcl

It is estimated that the
numbered ian the neighborhod
The floor was in splendid cond
as the merry throng whirled
scene was one of impr ivg
The costumes were attr
they were varied—some of th
rich and expensive to a degy
surprised visitors.

At midnight the masks we
and while the merry makers
taking of supper the judges to
task of awarding the prizes ¥
been offered for the Dbest
After Hfully : considering th
problem, their decision was
as follows:

Finest fancy costumed la
Princess dresser—Miss Levy
Princess,

Finest fancy , costumed g
prize, an oak writing desk
as Prince Charming.

Best ' original character
ing stock in trade, lady, prizg
two piece silver cabinet—Mr;g
Donald, répresenting Ha
Hawgins, electricians.

Best original character re
stock in trade, gentleman,
clock and statue—V. Rolph,
ing Hinton & Company, elec

Best charactér representing
lady, prize, a silver tea sef
Jeeves.

Best character
gemleman._prizo,
Baynton,

Best character representing
profession, lady, prize, oak rog
P. Shandley, representing Brj
Ker Company’s rolled oats,

Best character representing
profession, gentleman, prize,
bag—H. P; Hughes, re
Hughes, book bindery.

Jest sustained character, 14
set of carvers—Mrs, Black,
CTOW.

Best sustained character,
prize, plush arm chalr—A
as a “Dutchman.”

Most comical character,
prize, fishing tackle—F. Meq
“Happy Hooligan and Maud

Members selling the m
prize, an Eagle charm—W.

Extra prizes given at ¢
discretion, prizes, a year's
tion to the Colonist and
Medana and Mrs. R. Waxs

Consolation prize for ge
R. Leeman; 2, E. A, Gooda

The tombola prize for
sewing machine was won b
son, on ticket No. 109.

PDBLI(‘ U TIL] TIH

as

representing
silver wate

Fredericton, N. B,
New Brunswick Leg
opened thisg afternoon by
Lieut.-Governor Tweedie.
frem the throne forecasted
tion of a public utilities co|

Fel

THE GERMAN SUR
Ottawa, Feh. 17.—The 1.4
Mail's statem-nt that Cans:
the removal ot the Germ
til after the British electid
official denial here. 20
heen in progress som
Were not taken unt
stowed some disposition
from the position p{ele
franting of the British
The removal of the tax w
interest of Canada, quite
other considerations.

NO MORE TORTURE
FROM

Relief Quick and Cuj
When DR. CHASH
MENT is Used.

There is no form of itch
€2se which can defy the e
turative powers of Dr. C
Muent,

This is a strong s'aten
‘nly made after
With the use of this |
Mmost horrible cases
You could imagine.

Relief from the terrible §
}\'ith the first few applicat
It is a question of patiey
the ointment and watchin|
DProcess of healing which i
atlon by this great healer

There are lots of cures
but what you want is af
your own case, when v
Tealize that there no
Wonderful healing power
Ointment.

If you have Eczema or
itchln' skin disease don’
bass :3%are sending for t
Sixty cents a box. all a4
Mmanson Bates & Co., Toj

for
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