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“You lured us to this house thru a RNe,
and now you hope to work out a petty
vengeance on me for doing what any real
man would have done under the circume
stances! How did you know of my ege
istence?"’ ‘

“I did not know. until lately,” was the
calm, er. “Until two days ago
thought you had escaped me by dying in
the -desert. As I have told you, I will
play my cards openly. You went to your
friend, Woodstock. You met your oid
servant, who is of my house. You dige
cussed your plans with your friend, but
you foggot that a Chinaman has ears and
wits and knows their use. Having e
discovered the talisman what should
Mow Sing do but come to me? You will \
surmise the rest.”

Laurens ground his teeth. Y
look the fact that Professor wggdnger-
wﬂlI lgl)‘kkmos?p!"

- nk not,” was the quiet rejo 3
‘““The honorable Woodstock recegvé?id"n
no yesierday afternoon. It was from
the honorable Laurens who regretted that
the indisposition of Miss Dalzell and hig
own sudden call from town would compel
him to postpone meeting Count Lito-See,
who, by the way, could not have furnishs
ed the knowledge you have aiready .43\
quired. P

“I will leavék you for a time,” sajd
Chow 'T'su. - “¥ou have here all the nge
cessities of life and many of its luxauri
There are cigars ang cigarets in t
humidor, wines in the sideboard and
books in the case. I recommend you to
the study 6f Confucius, If you wish ate
tendance you have but to strike the
gong.” He pointed to a bronze disk hung
from a bracket, then with a low bow
backed thru the hangings, followed by hig
silent guards. Laurens heard the door
open and close, and he heard it lock,

A short inspection proved that his jailer
had not deceived him regarding the lux-
uries of the place, for, besides the main
apartment, there was an elegant bath-
room, a small dining-room, perfect in its 218-23 YONG
oriental appointments, and in another byt
smaller apartment was a den, or com- .
pletely furnished opium joint, with its ;
lamp, pipes and a divan, besides a quan-
tity of the drug itself.

Having fimighed a general inspection
the young man went into details, exam-
ining each piece of furniture and testing
its weight. A teakwood cabinet near the
piano brought him hope. In one of its
drawers he found his .watch and pocket
accessories, and- in pulling. open e -.Qn
cupboard he discovered a loaded revolver
lyipg on a shelf ‘where it had probably
beén forgotten. In a flash he transfer=
red it to the folds of-his gown' 4nd cane'
tinued his examination. In a large, traye
like wer he came upon an array of
d id in perfect order, each vial
cleari$®labeled with such ’
““Chloroform,” ‘‘Sat. Sol.’
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HE IVORY BAL

Kahn, the Mongol, and that which it
contains belonged to Kong-fu-sie, whom
you know as Confucius. It the Eyel
of God, and for fifteen hundred years
it has been revered by his house, which
is mine, the house of Fei-Lung, the Fiy-
*ing Dragon.

“Until a few years ago it lay in the
temple which had been built for it by my
ancestors in Tientsin—lay there until the
poasted civilization of the West invaded
my country. Then 'a weak priest brought
down a curse on me and mine, himself
.succumbing to the curse written on this
sacred relic, The .temple was looted. I
witnessed the outrage.” i

For a moment the Chinaman paused,
and into his little eyes there came a.
look of hatred and fury as his words
seemed té& conjure up that picture out
of the past which proved to the waliting
Laurens thiat it was no small matter to
the fanatical oriental. Then slowly, re-
miniscently, with venom in each word,
Fung Wang, or Chow T'su, began to
speak.

Chow T'su had sent up a vow to his
ancestors, he explained—a vow, the sac-
redness of which can be understood only
by a Chinaman. In his own comnscience
Chow T’su, mandarin, pagan, rich, pow-
erful and as cruel as a Chinese hell, had
lost caste to himself thru the loss of
the talisman of his family, and he, the
leader of the house of the Flying Dragon,
could not hold up his head again until
his honor was vindicated by its recov-
ery.” Oriental ethics decreed that his
prestige had gone and eeuld not be, re-
stored until he had ‘‘saved his face” by
restoring the ,Eye of God to the temple
which *had #een its resting place for
more than a thousand years,

“Sir,” ‘he said, helding up the ivory
ball, “my soul died with the loss of this.
I made a vow, and a Chinaméan is true
to his vows. I have carried mine to &
finish, It was easy for me to trace the
ball to the colonel, who recognized it
as a rare work of art, if nothing else,
and then I, of a great house, demeaned
myself to bedoming a servant to a for-
eigner. N

“The day came when Col, Dalzell ac-
cidentally discovered the secrgt of the
Eye of God, and he foolishly told it to
his half-brother. You wonder why I did
not kill the colonel when by doh_lg so I
could have possessed myself of this more
than precious thing, Sir, I would have
done so, as I would have killed you, only
for the command written here. It is not
permitted to obtain or retain the relic
by violence, tho stealth is always sti-
fied: Thru those years, however, I had
no chance., The ivory ball was always
too carefully guarded for even my cun-
ning to obtain possession of it without
using force. I even would have had to
use force ith the pitifully sitk -man
you saw, f\x he was the worst of them
all. See! Here is the command dictated
by my noble ancestor!™

(Continued From Yesterday’s World,).

My Dear Laurens:

The count fs too indisposedf‘o gooct;l;t
tonight and suggests that we foreg »
lamere and that you and Miss D}a.l}ellw
join us at his temporary home, thes Villa
Sarto. You will enjoy him, and the pro-
prieties will not be outraged as the coun-
tess, a modern lady, will be of the party
With this he sends his secretary, Mr.
Kimeco, and a limousine. He is very anx-
fous:to see the ball. Pardon the tardi-
ness of this and come at once.

WOODSTOCK, per .

.

That the note was not in Xvogdstockf
writing was explained by the “per K.
after his name, and Laurens had 1o
doukt that it was the work of the count’s
secretary from the dictation of the PI'OI-f
fessor. Neither Miss Dalzell or himse!
thought of questioning the sudden change
of program.

A?s they moved toward the door the
waiting Jap advanced with a low bowi
and never was politeness more s‘g‘aCEf\l
or more nearly perfect than that display-
ed by Mr. Ximeo.

There was much bowing, and m'uch
subserviency in getting the lady into
her wraps and Laurens intd his light
overcoat, ‘after which they entereq Fhe
waiting limousine, the chauffeur sitting
at the wheel like a block of wood.

They moved off, Mr. Kimeo chatting
constantly and displaying the soul of
polite affability. Presently he produced
a gold eigaret ecase. Would the lady ir}—
dulge? It was not uncommon in his
ccuntry, amd the limousine’s winddws
were all open; moreover, there was noth-
ing like the flavor of his own tobacco
to be found in America.

Miss Dalzell gracefully refused, but
insisted the geptlemen should srr_xoke.
Laurens- accept one of the tiny cigar-
ets, the secretary placed another between
fis smiling lips and the two lighted up.

Iny less than three ‘migutes Laurens
was in a state of profound mental peace—
a peace such as he had never known.
He drifted into an exquisitely langorous
state, and finally a goldenveil se>xmed
to fall over and envelop his brain, blot-
ting out every semsation. -
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The Private Car Habit.
| Now that no election is in sight it
might be well to have a little discus-

sion respecting the use of private cars
by ministers of the Dominion and pro-
vincial governments, -All our political
parties are tarred with the same stick
so far as the use of these cars is con-
cerned, so the discussion should not
involve any party politics. The first
objection we have to the use of these
carg is the fact that they sometimes
place members of the government un-
der great obligations to private cor-
porations. The car, it is true, belongs
to the government, but the railway
company changes the equivalent of
eighteen first-class fares -for hauling
a private car in the case of private
individuals. But in the case of cabinet
ministers no money is collected. Every
minister, we hear, is handed with his
seals of office a ltife card from'each
railway company, with this touching
Jegend thereon:
Pass Honorable ——, his car and
party. :

A minister of the crown, Dominion
or provincial, who has a private car
hauled from Ottawa or Toronto to
Vancouver and back by the Canadian
Pacifi¢ Railway Company free of
charge, receives from that eompany

e

HON. C. J. DOHERTY: I'm for removing the arm.

U.S. TO PREVENT INFLUX
FOR TWO-YEAR PERIOD

Six Months’ Exemption to Be Granted Persons Who Have
Resided Continuously for One Year in Canada, Cuba,
Mexico and Newfoundland—Blood Relatives of Natur-
alized Citizens Also Exempted.
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his own pocket or have the Bervice
paid for by the government. We
think, too, that ministers would be
well advised to cut out the private
car habit as far as possible, at least
for short runs thru rural Ontario. The
JOntario minister of the crown, anxious
to retain his seat in the house and
secure the return of his party to
power, will make more headway rid-
ing in the smoker than he will in a
private car, and by patronizing the
ordinary diner for lunch room }han
carrying his own cook and larder,

Has Secretary Morrison Spilled
the Beans?

Secretary Morrison- of the 0r0.
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CHAPTER X.

The Awakening.
HEN John Laurens opened his
eyeg® to practical facts he dis-
covered that he was no longer in a limou-
sine, but was lying on a carvgd bed
covered “with silk and canopied with the
same material. He sat up a¥d lookel
around in amazement. The room he was,
in was large and lavishly furnished, in
Chinese style for the most part, but he
noticed a grand piano, a magnificent
‘book-case, a carvet buffet and a few

admitted for such
courses required.
Europe’s Wild Stampede.
New York, Dec. 6.—(By Can. Press.)
—Fifteen million men, women and

' Washington, Dec. 6.—Favorable re-) their
port on the Johnson bill prohibiting
immigration into the United States for

a period of two ,years was ordered

time as

i

' Meteorologi

not three thousand dollars in cash but
its equivalent.. He may not be influ-
enced thereby and he might not ke
improperly influenced by a straight
cash gift. But there is a prejudice
against public officials receiving gifis

has the courage of his convictions
and follows his prir{clples to their log-
jeal conclusion. Cross-examined by
Sir Henry Drayton, at ‘the tariff
commission hearing the other day, he
declared against any duties designed

today by the house immigration com-

mittee,

Chairman Johnson of the

committee, sajd the measure would be
given preference in the house.

The measure would become effctive
sixty days after enactment.

children of all social and .economic
classifications, representing every na-
tionality in Europe, are fighting for
passage to the United States, accord-
ing to reports submitted by seven-
‘een transatlanticc steamship com-
pany representatives to Frederiak A.
Wwallis, commissioner of immigration

American chairs in rich upholstering;
the rest, from the thick rugs on the pol-
ished- floor: to the great bronze lamp,
which was lighted and hung from the
tidgh ceiling, were all of the Orient,
Laurens noted these things slowly and
with bewildered senses, then he became
alive to the fact-that he was clothed in

With his long

thru

the carved scrgll,

unlawfully shal

finger nail Chow T'su
traced the obscure characters runmng
v the charfacters
Prof. Woodstock had” not been able to
read, and the Chinaman’s voice was re-
verential as he translated:

“He who holds me
fade like the leaves of summer, He who
uses violence to possess me shall die

Hyd. Chl o
yd. oral,’
and “‘Potasse Cyanide.” It was a deadly
array of wvirulent poisons, and he won-
dered why they were there. In another
drawer was a set of razors and shaving
essentials, and in still anothet he found
a rope of silk, one end of which was
fastened into the hangman’s conventional
noose.
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The possession of a charged ;weapon
gave Laurens courage and the steadying
effect he needed, and with the quieting
of his nerves he discovered that he was
ravenously hungry’ .Remembering Chow
T'su’s directions he arose and banged on
the gong. The summons was almost in-
stantly answered by the same Chinaman
g(l;gaha.d Ppreviously been deaf to, his ques-

‘“Bring breakfast,”

a voluminous silken robe, while on his
feet were felt-soled sandals decorated
with colored stones matching the gor—
geousness of his gown.

Tho mentally at sea he was not wor-
ried. He knew by the unnatural taste
in his mouth that’he had been under the
influence of some drug, and as his mind
cleared .so did his recollection and he
was aware that he had been the victim
of a doped cigaret. ;

accursed,”

“The curse has worked, The priest,
the, soldier, the colonel and his criminal
brother; are dead. You took it from me
by violence, and—"" .

As he spoke the last words he pressed,
then twisted, the diamond on the head
of the dragon and the ovoid-sphere fell
apart lengthwise. The Chinaman bowed
low as he lald the segments on the table,

to protect tobacco growers, fruit
growers, market gardeners, or any
other section of the agricultural com-
munity. He also objected to any tariff
besed upon the principle that Can-
adian workmen ‘should not be com-
pelled to compete with the ~pauper

at Bllis Island.

Every seaport, city and town aloug.
the western and southern codst of
Europe, they wsaid, is crowded with
persons, who in their eagerness. to
leave for the United States, have sold
their hdmes and everything they pos-
sessed. Passport offices abroad %are
reported tu be besieged with appli-

from private corporations, just as there
is a prejudice against 'judges on the
bench or jurymen receiving money
from litigants. “Mr. Squeers,” we are
told, “had but one eye, and the popu-
lar prejudice rums in favor of two.”
So the popular prejudice runs in favor

The «omm ftee?s report describes
sonditions exis'ung which it says make
it necessary, to restrict immigration as
proposed. he measure would exempt
blood relatiyes of naturalized citizens
and also eiengpt' for a period- of six
months persons who have resided con-
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he demanded, as if 31-36; Kingsg

of phblic officials paying their® own
way or having their way paid for them
by the government. :

No one questions the propriety of
the prime minister traveling in a pri-
vate car. Ag we like to see the gover-
'nor-general travel in state because he
is the titular ruler of the country, so
the public do not object to the real
ruler, the prime minister, being accord-
| ed a certain dignity. In making a pro-
gress thruout the courrtry a private car
, Or even a private train at times might
mnot be out of place. But here, as in the
United States, the bill should be paid
by the government. Ministers of the
crown crossing the coniinent on pub-
lic business may often need a private
car. Sir Henry Drayton and his col-
leagues on the tariff commission
meeded one undoubtedly, the members
of the rallway commission need one,
tut they should all be paid for out of
the public treasury.

People do object, however, to a pri-
wvate car being hitched on a train to
bring @& minister for social purposes
from Toronto to Oshawa or from
Ottawa to Brockville, and the like of
that., They/"object still more when
these privaté cars are sent abou: the
country forithe convenience of a news-
paper correspondent or to bring juve-
nile- guests to a children’s party. If
they are traveling on a ftrain paying
their fares they object to having the
train arbitrarily halted five or ten
minutes at a time while a minister
of the crown in his deadhead private
car points out choice bits of scenery
to members of his party. Perhaps such
incidents never occurred, -certainly
they did not in racent years, but you
can hear some droll stories on this
subject from railway trainmen and
bl_d-time politicians,

The traveling public also object to
unnecessary private cars so adding to
the welght of the train that time is
lost and connections missed by the
paying passengers. Sometimes the ne-
cessary number of sleepers cannot be
carried because of the intrusion of
these deadhead cars of great weight.
A railway wreck not ‘long ago dis-
closed three private cars on the To-
ronto-Ottawa night express, carrying
one man apiece; not counting the
co0ks. On that same train people
ready to pay for berths on the sleeper
were compelled to sit up all night be-
cause the engine could not draw the
necessary number of sleepers for the
accommodation of the publie, and the
three big private cars required by
three officials at the same time, When
the wreck occurred in the early dawn
of a winter morning the mere paying
passengers stood around in the snow
faint and hungry, while their noses,

“Blue with the cold, sniffed the boiling
coffee and the fried bacon being
served to their betters in the private
cars, -

Other objections can be marshalled

against thc’ indiscriminate use of

private cars, some prompted by jezu—f
We think we are

ousy and pique.

on safe ground, however, when we say

that the Dublic official who uses a

private car should either pay the rail-

way company for hauling it out of
~

labor of foreign countries. The Can-
adian farmer, he said,- had to ' com-
pete with the peons of Argentina and
the illy-paid labor of India.. In short,

from him a large number of farmers

This apparently places the Farmers'
party out of court, for most of the
low tariff people under cross-examin-
ation will turn out to be  1llke Mr.
Trahan, M.P. for Nicolet, “moderate
free traders.” They favor free trade
in an,academic way, but they do not
wish to a.ppiy it to the farmers and
manufacturers of their own locality.
On the other hand, there ig always
the danger of people who do not want
free trade at all voting free trade at
a general election. They did so in
1896, and the fact that nothing hap-
pened to the tariff may embolden them
to do it again,

The people at large are Protection-
ists, but all Protectionists are not sat-
isfled with the existing tariff. The
Massey-Harris Co. presented a strong
case in a moderate way for Protec-
tion of their particular industry,and
we have never seen it answered, or
for that matter challenged at all
Many other manufaciurers® have con-
tented themselveg with serely sound-
ing the praises of Protection as a
principle instead of getting down to
cases and showing how much profit
they' were really making, and to what
extent they were sharing that profit
with their customers and employes.
On the other hand, the farmers, in-
stead of hiring a first-class lawyer
and g firm of chartered accountants
and going after some big industry
with hammer and tongs, have con-
tented themselves with genera) state-

ments and clamorous orations. The
tariff commission probably knows as
much as it did when it started upon
its journey, and the public is cer-
tainly no better selzed of the tariff
question tham it was three months ago.

However, Secretary Morrison's dec-
laration clears the air. He at least
is frankly for free trade. Has he
the authority to speak for Mr. Crerar
and the Farmers' party?

Remarked in Passing.

Canada's live stock is reported to be
worth two billions, But what is it worth
as meat flgured on the present price of
bacon?

L - L ]

Ex-King Constantine is in the position
of a man whose wife i3 willing to give
him another chance, but whose creditors
are not.

. =

Looks as if the covenant of the
League of Nations was headed the
same way as the fourteen points.

L] L L] .

D’Annunzio has cancelled his declara-
tion of war against Italy. Well—second
thoughts are best, even among poets.

. = #*

Confectioners claimed before the tariff
commission that they aid the commun-
ity. Sure they do—ask the man who
now and then takes a box home to
square himself with wifie.

L] ® -

If those threatened Sunday biue laws
icomo into force and spread to this
j country as such things “too often do,
{Canada will have to call upon Sir George
Foster to' use his influemce with the

L

at oné blow Mr. Morrison drove away-

and the working men of the eountry..

from
should be able to give & lot of informa-

League of Nations to have something
done about it. ) s

‘

tinuously for one year in Canada, Lu-

ba, Mexico, and Newfoundland.

ix

months’ exemptions are allowed for

travelers and

foreigners attending

educational institutions who would be

cants,

They al9o expressed the opinion that
5,000,000 Germans and Austrians are
packed up anu ready to sail as soon
as the United States makes peace
with thelr governments.

The
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this head letters written by our reade
ers, dealing with current topics.
space Is limited they must
longer than 20C words and written on
one side of the paper oniy. *
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Editor World :

correct one of the statements
report of my
Forum?

me as

GERMAN SITUATION.

May I be allowed to
in your
remarks at the Open

In paragraph three you report
saying that ‘“The poverty and

shortage of food which the country (Ger-

many) was now experiencing would very

likely drive the people to war again,”
This statement is. entirely erroneous

and not what I said.
mulitarist spirit

I said that the
in .Germany was 8o

greatly weakened and so unpopular that
only one conceivable thing could revive

it—namely,
severe as to persuade the people
even war would be

peace.

pressure from outside 8o
that
less terrible than

I did not say that ‘the feeling

of the people was that something must
be done if only to show the nations of

the world that the peace treaty
not be adhered to.”
was that in view of the great
ties involved,

could
My own impression
difficul-

the present democratic

German government is making a very
creditable attempt to carry out the treaty

so far as it is possible.
of rifles formerly held by

The collection
the civilian

population is not the action of a “desper-
ate” government to protect itself against
the people, but the fulfilment of one of
the terms of the Spa agreement.

You also attr.bute to me the state-
ment that *“the independent and majority
socialists were strongly in control of the

reichstag.”

‘While the majority social-

ists were in power before June of this

Year,

radical

the government
by other groups.
the twe parties together,

is now directed
It is not fa.r to class
becatise a

difference in principles doees

not allow them to join or co-operate. The
German majority socialists supported. the

war,

the

independents opposed it; the

majority socialists are conservative and
correspond more or less with the Brit.

ish Labor party; the independents

are

radical and Marxian, and a considerable
proportion of them have decided to unite
with the third (Moscow) international.

I hope that, with your usual fai
you will publish this correction.

ess,
my

opinion the likelihood of further military

aggression on the part of Germany

is

extremely small. In the whole of Central
Europe it seems vastly more important

to save

moment undernourished

thap to

the children who are at this
and suffering
take increased military precau-

tions against an improbable danger, Gen-
erous aid for these innocent victims qf

the war—not forgetting those in

our

own country and those of our allies—wil]

now do more for permanent peace than
big battalions.

Hubert R, Kemp.

AUDITOR NOW BUSY

INSPECTING BOOKS

(Continued From Page 1).

Company, and Ald. Burgess said he
had asked for that informatien six

months
get it.

ago but had not been able to

Ald. Phinnemore moved that Geo.
Ellis, who is said to have had some

gas experience in Halifax, be appointed

to co-operate with the auditor.

Controller. Maguire gargued that
auditor should be permitted to select
an expert ~himself if he deemed
advisable.

the

it

“Mr. Barber probably knows litile about

gas,” said Ald. Blackburn.
the appcintment of Mr: Ellis also.

Ald, Whetter said the mayor got money

the

Gas as a “director and

tion himself.

Ald. Beamish agreed that the solicitor

He favored |

I we

-

should be consulted about powers of the
city, with regard to.the Gas Co. before
going ahead. He did mot think an audit
by Mr. ‘Barber would Tbver; all the re-
quirements” + & * F . 854 wy 554

Ald. Fiek fbved ‘£hati the! matters be
referred back to the board, with a sug-
gestion that an expert be appointed to
report on the basiness; and management
of the Gas Company. *

Mayor Church said the Gas Company
was incorporated in 1848 and was not
under public control. The rates were a

| {question of contract between the com-

pany and the customers.
the increase’
{emporary.

In answer to Ald. M. Johnston, Mayor
Church said he approved of the audit.

Ald. Singer remarked that he under-
stood Mr, Barber began the audit on
Nov. 29 and would be finished on the
15th inst. <Council' was wasting time
in discussing the matter. .

“Rubber stamp,’” called several alder-
men. * .

‘“What right has the board to authorize
this expenditure without approval of
council?’’ asked Ald. Beamish.

Controller Camemnon announced that
the audit had not yet been: started.

Controller Gibbons said he found more
fault with the quality of the gas than
the price.

Ald. Singer, after making inquiries, re-
turned to say he had just consuited Mr.
Barber by phone and found that. the
audit had started a week ago.

Ald. Burgess got the floor again and
talked so long that Chairman Birdsall
felt constrained to tell him he was re-
peating himself.

“A block of ebony can’'t absorb
formation,” retaliated Ald, Burgess
he resumed his seat. ¢

Get Only Ten Per Cent,

In his statement to council Manager
Hewltt of the Gas Company, said that
the quality of his gas was well about
450- B.T.U., which was the standard. His
shareholders got only ten per cent. divi-
dends. He hoped the aldéerman wonld
not make a football of his company dur-
ing the election camjaign.

Mr. Ellis was given ten minutes to
reply to Mr. Hewitt. He said the com-
pany had a good balance over the ten
per cent. dividend and this went dnto
another account, as a matter of fact,
the company was earning 23 per cent..

The quality of gas was not on a par
with the gas of some years ago. ‘

The company has five millions of as-
sets over qund above their dehts,

All motions were then withdrawn and
the recommendation of the board was
adopted, and Mr. Barber will be al-
lowed to go on with the audit.

He believed
proposed would only be

in-

as

Rhyming Views 7
On Daily News

By GEORGE H. DIXON.

“Spare the rod and spoil the child. 1If
he ain’t licked he will go wild.” This was
the way our parents talked when we were
young—and ithey were shocked. We
thought this rule, which once went strongy
had died the deatn—but we were wrong.
‘n may be,resurrected now; that is the
latest news, we vow. Young auto thieves
who long have swanked may now be well
and soundly spanked. Instead of sending
them to jail, they're going to lick eaeh
erring male that swipes away a car or
bus or otherwise creates a fuss. The
county judges are resolved to make the
matter less involved of handling each
foolhardy boy who thinks that swiping is
a Jjoy. - This aim is good—it should suc-
ceed—a spanking's just what youngsters
need who steal a car on mischief bent—
it “auto” make these kids repent.

A painful memory we recall about the
way we used to- bawl when father took
his razor strap and threw us right across
his lap—these memories we would fain
forget, but still .t did us good, you bet. |

never made the same mistake: to!
even think it made us quake, and so we
think this good old way should bear good
fruit if used today upon the youngsters
near and far who try te swipe a motor
car.

Beyond the staleness of his mouth he

felt perfectly well. He got to his feet
and shuffled around the sumptuous apart-
ment; then made a discovery that
startled him: His own evening dress and
underclothing had been removed and
with them had gone the, laquered box
containing the ivory ball, and at the
same time he became aware of the fact
that it was morning instead of evening;
that the light was wing ‘stronger.
‘Was it possible that t night had pass-
ed? Apnd what had come , of . Miss
Dalzell?
. He eoon discovered a teavy double
door behind  the tapestry-draped walls,
hut they were locked and he searched
the apartment for some other means of
egress, only 1o learn that there was not
even a window behind the hangings and
that, save for the skylight high above,
no means of ventilation.

He had hardly completed his examin-
ation when he heard a faint click and the
vet gloomy room was suddenly swimming
in the soft light of indirect electrical
i'lumination. Then Laurens saw that he
was not alone. A man—a Chinaman—
was standing by the table in the centre
¢f the room, quietly regarding him.

The man was dressed in a flowery robe
of embroidered silk and on his head was
a eilk skull-cap with the coral button
of a mandarin on its top. As he stood
there motionless, his arms folded in his
flowing sleeves, he made an impressive
figure.

It was the Chinaman who spoke first.
‘““Well, sir,” he began quietly, ‘it ap-
pears that my honored guest is greatly
excited over something!” His Englich
was perfect.

Laurens bowed politely and
toward him, but as he came
paces, he staggered back.
he exclaimed.

“So the honorable Laurens remembers
ne?”

“Remember voy! Fung Wang!"

The Chinaman smiled. ‘It was a name
I chose to go under for a time—and for
a purpose, sir.”

“Good God!
Where am 1?
wi'h you?”

“It §s a mnatural curiosity ecouched in
your old commanding manner,”” was the
light rejoinder. ‘‘As for the first; yqgu
are my honored guest in my house: for
the second, well, you will soon surmise.”

“In vour house! I'am decidedly be-
wildered! I never dreéamed—I knew 1
had Peen drugged, and-—" v

“At my orders,” was the quiet in-
terruption! ‘“‘therefore wvou already know
*the how of your being here. You un-
douktedly wish to know the why of if.”

Laurens stiffened. “Kidnapped! And
by your orders! Your motive is plain
enough now, sir! You did this for the
purpose of steafing the ojimi ¥took from
you—stealing it again.”

stepped
witlain “two
“You!  Youl"

I thought

dead!
And how

I here

you
came

For an answer the man drew a hand |}

from his voluminous sleeve and opening
it showed the ivory ball” ‘‘Sir," he said,
“this §s hot yours, nor did it belong 4o
Miss Dalzell, nor to the consumptive
fool who stole it for her, nor to the fool’a
‘ha‘.f-brother, nor to the German who
looied it from the temple of the Eye of
God. B8it down, sir, and become less ex-
cited; you will better appreciate what
I am about to tell you.”

There was something both persuasive
and authoritative in the voice, and Iaur-
ens dropped [into a tufted chair by the
table and stared at the Chinaman as
if ‘he were| a perfect stranger, Tha
poise of Fung Wang was perfect, his
calmness unruffled, and that he consider—
e the A]-m'vrican finginitc]y his inferior

as as plain as 4f “the t - B
Mg, 5 i eeling had been

“I think an explanation is due me,"”’
returned Laurens. Pung Wang, vyou
miasqueraded as a coolie once, now you
mask as a &6

“I beg your honored pardon,”
the quick interruption. “I.am not en
}r:)al.xsqu?. tIha{n aéThandg‘xrin of China. My

ouse is at o e Flyi ¥
name is Chow T’su.” il e e o

“Delighted, I'm suyre!”
castic return,

‘“Where is Miss Dalzell?*

came

was the gar-

“That in good. time,. siz, -again -dependk |-

ing on yourself. As for
my honored guest.”
‘“What in « the -devil’s ' manie
driving at?’ demanded the
“You have the cursed pall,
least is not yours! Whiat i
wish?
“You are crude,” was the soft return,
“yet, doubtless, you would boast of the
superiority of your breed. Iook!’ he

You, you are
are’ you
man.
at

continued, holding out the ball, ‘“This
ivory was carved @uring the dynasty of
She-T'su, known to history as Kubla-

more do you
How did you kmow 1 was u!l\'l“f”!

to

you

evil

i

i

be

revengeful
Dalzell?

the ball,

noor,

To

derful stone.

it

The Chinaman looked at
smile spreading his )
‘disnlnsing his yellow teeth.—*Sir, a year
ago 1 lay prostrate before yvou, cut to the
soul: in your turn you shall
pride to the dust’

“To . A
out of this cursed place instantly,
manded Laurens,
step toward the man.
a pace and clapped his hands, land as he
did so the curtains behind him parted
and two of his countrymen, armed with
bare yataghans. advanced quickly to his
side,

“You see, my friend.”

AURENS did sce.
of the attitude of the still smil-
3 armed retainers
ame to him with the nature of a shock.
He saw that the matter was one mot to
treated
apology
lence.

(

vy in
ization

Laurens was more than astonished at
the fact that the ball
He had thought of the possibility and
had examined it closely
joint without finding one; however,
Chow T’su bowed before the segments of
Laurens forgot the matter of
its opening by its contents,
ily he came to his feet.

For snugly fitted into the centre of
the ovoid was an enormous uncut diamond
somewhat larger than the great Koh-i-
the counterfeit of which ILaurens
had seen reproduced in glass. .
who at once recognized
the value of the gem, it was no wonder
that Fung Wang, or whoever he might
be, had devoted years to his possession;
it was no wonder that pseudo-major, an
expert, had hated to die and leave
The innate cupidity within the
American—within every man—came
the surface as he bent over the won-
“By Jove!” he exclainmed,
carried away by the gem’s magnificenge,
“I am not surprised that you took a
risk for such a thing!
tell me instead of letting me maul you?’

Before answering Chow T'su arose to
hig feet and taking the halves of the
container, pressed them together with a
faint snap, after which he placed the
ball in his bosom and folded his arms,

“Would you have bellevedt my right

“Would "you have
quietly. passed back to me that which
is worth the world to the house of Fei-
Lung, and to you and your kind more
than
your veneer of civilization.
a yvear ago I bowed before your insults,
1 bowed before your will—and waited.
have not waited in wvaim®

‘“Chow T’su,” returned Laurens,
I believe all you have told me.
stand yvour motives and respect them,
apologize for my unwarranted assault ‘on

could be opened

for

Laurens,

Why did you no

he asked.

ia, ha!f million dollars? I distrus

Is that not enough?”

vou? Submit to you?

taking a

The mandarin smiled broadly.

CHAPTER XI.
A Gilded Cage.

“hinaman and his

lightly, condoned

improved thru

by
or

and with
was a quick

earnest;
there

fanatie.

In his consternation

tormentor scemed to read it.

“Mr. Laurens,”
feeling I have for you does not extend to
I hate your
I hate its overbearing attitude
of superiority, and have taught others to
But for you there is un
added, personal animusg which I hold for
no one else. The fate of the woman you
epend upon your be-

‘

any other,
nation.

hate as I 'do.
love will largely

havior.”
“Is she in this

said Chow T’su,

The lady is safe.

house?”’

““She is, as a (respected guest.’”’

“Take me to
The Chinaman Nooked at_.him
moment, then turfed the knife

r at once.”

in

wound.

it

at

guests.
sary

expense,”

And you make
ers2? :
don

violencs? You did that once,

for it you must pay.”

“But the lady—whx did you trap her?”

“Sir,”” answered Chow T’su, “I did not
know which of ‘you held the Eye of God.
I took you both, and to a.man of your
be plain that Miss
? freed at present. “She
would immediately make my plans abor-

penetration
Dalzell

tive.

"

3¢
it

ust
cannot

a hidden
as

Involuntar-

it
young
to

More than
% “Yes?

: rising,

1 under} literately clapped his thick, ring-bedeck-

him, a slow
thick lips and

sink your

Show me
de-
threatening
Chow T’su backed

The significance

mere
personal vio-
1t became Dlain to the angry Am-
that the treacherous oriental was
the full
re apprecia-
tion of his own serious situation—a know- |
Jedge thdat he had become the prey of al
And what of Miss
his face
might have reflected his thought, for his

“the

for a
the

“Let me assure you that 'the lady in
question has no expectation of seeing you.
may be that ghe will lose faith in you.
pater, I may perhaps bring you together;
in the meahtime you may enjoy life here
my :
“*Good Cod! us your
: You are ymy honored
Would you have me use unneces-

and

he were master.” The rman bowed and re-
tired. In something ‘like 20 minutes l?m
appeared at the hangings of the opening
of the dining-room, the how he got thare
was a mystery to Laurens, Bowing, he
pulled the drapery aside and the prisoner
saw a low table, on which wae a plenti-
ful supply of food. He ate heartly in
spite of the fear that he might be druge
ged, his attendant quick to fill every
want, tho not a word did he speak.
The young man finished his meal withe
out any of the ill results he had feared.
and returned to the larger chamber..' And
there he sat smoking-and thinking while
the hours went by and until the sun went
down and the skylight dimmed. He was
80 wrapped in his thoughts that he took
little note of time until the coolie came
in-again, lighted the lamp, turned on the
electric {llumination and stood bowing he-
fore him as if walting for orders. By
:xl:le:&tlr::ren% hkad eorng to a fixed deter-
an new about
goh"l‘gﬁo - ut what he was
“Tell your master I "
hﬂThc:mmanded. wish to see him,
man made a profound bow
gggaré;d, l;reaentgod themdoor open;\df
ow Tsu s e
"Y(iud?;nt for me?* ot bl
z ,* saild Laurens, quick! tt
‘:9 his feet and .dx-a,wlntq the ymsglv!o ,
Have done with your dramatic nope
cense and set me at liberty at once. I
wiil shoot you llke the dog you ars it
within one minute you do not show me
t :he vi‘;a.y from bltlifa h)?uae. I will shoot
you you are treacherous—i
call for help.” fitss e, e
’ You appear to in earnest!”
‘“lI am—in deadly earnest.”
The Chinaman®looked at him

t

4

and d.c

ed hands. It was the last straw. Lay-
rens instantly covered him with the rge
voiver and pulled the trigger. But thi
only/ result was the snap of the falli
fhiammer. ice, , thrice he cocked
wegpon and attempted to shoot, Ane
then he noticed the smile on the faca of
the undisturbed celestial, For a moment
‘his heart seemed to stop beating. In
frenzy he broke open the weapon, u\:
in an instant saw the cartridges wepre
but dummies. With a burning face he
flung the weapon from him and sank to
his cushion just as the door opened ang
a young celestlal came in bearing the
white wand of a major-domo, Laurens
gave one look at him. - “Mow-Sing!"” he
exclalmed.

The boy appeared rmiot to have either
secn or heard him, and his face seemed
as hlank as a stone a8 he turned to
Chow T'su. “You call?” he calmly ine
quired, as he bowed low.

“1 did,’" was the return in English.
;"J‘hg honorable Laurens has become ofe
ensive.”

(Continued Tomorrow Morning.)

TEN PER CENT. LAY-OFF
IN WINNIPEG C.P.R. SHOPS

per cent. of the men at the Canadlan
Pacific Railway shops in Winnipeg
will be laid off this winter, according
to information obtained at the Labor
Temple headquarters this morning.

The laying off of thesec men hag al-
ready commenced, approximately 100
leaving the shops las: week, and are
not expected to be taken back unt#l
spring.

Up to the present therc has heen
no reduction in the ztaffs at i(he Cans
adian National shops.

Sharpens Vision

Helps

Weak

Eyes

Relieves
re

Bon-Opto gives quick relief to ine

strained and watery eyes. Best drufe’
gists recommend and guarantee f8ie

l “Curse your soull” exploded Laurens.|isfaction or will refund your money..
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