
6 I. THE BRITISH VIEW

France should demand her own again. France in her

weakncMH turned to Ruwia. Thereupon Prussia had
recourse to Austria, the jailor of peoples, freedom's foe.

Italy, freed and united when Prussia struck down
Austria, felt humiliated by the French seizure of that

Tunis which she thought her own inheritance, and,
mortified, sought support in a defensive alliance with
Austria.

The Emperor Francis Joseph, who began his reign

in warfare for his dynasty against his peoples, subduing
the Hungarians with the aid of the Slavs, and then the

Slavs with the aid of the Hungarians, was told, when
he and his Germans were shut out of Germany, to turn

his face to the east and to supplant the Turk as overlord

of Slavs and Greeks. But Russia had set her hand to

the freeing of the Slavs and Greeks. She had helped

to make a small but independent Servia. In 1878, after

a great war, she made a free Bulgaria. Her methods
were not those of the West, but they fulfilled the

purpose and made Bulgaria and Servia free in spite of

Austria.

But she had to pay the price. The emancipator of

the serfs, the liberator of Bulgaria, had to acquiesce in

Austria's occupation of Bosnia. Thus a Serb coimtry

which loathed the x\ustrians and fought against them
was crushed and conquered in a great war that lasted

a year and in which Austria employed 200,000 men. In

those days Disraeli supported Turkey and Austria,

but five-and-twenty years later his pupil Salisbury

discovered that he had ' backed the wrong horse '.

Russia, thwarted in her efforts to give nationhood

to the peoples of European Turkey, was impelled to

make an alliance with France.

Bismarck knew that France could never forgive or


