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{imoniit of |)ost;i^-(' (-liar^vd hv auotlur ; and tliougli it

would ini<l()ii])t('dlv he more satisfaetorv. and the l)eiielits

more com])letc, il" tlie cheapest rate obtained both ways,
yet it is not essential that they should ever be assimilated,
and eertaiidy not that tliey should be so from tlie outset.
Moreover, though the Colonies did for some time liesitate

about reduein-;' the rates, they showed no reluctance to the
di-op ofiifty ])er cent, proposed last year; indeed, (Queens-
land went further and reserved to bersell' the riu'ht

(which, bv the w
nii ly aiso (

ly, if she enjoys, surely this country
xcrcise) of establishini^- a ])enny postage of her

own to l-]ngland bv tlie British India liiu' of'steamcrs.
Ifth

djl

le proposals made m tins ])aper are ni any way practic-

djle, and the llonu' Administration can be induced— as, by
sutftcicnt ))opular pressure, it certainly could be induced--
to rel'onn its metliods and curtail its expenditure in

accordance with the principles here insisted upon, in

tbat case the Colonies will no longer be deterred from
making furthei' I'eductions- by the fear of loss, since none
need occur. Ultimately therefore we may fairly l(»olv

forward, if the i)e(U)le ;){' this countrv choose t<t take the
matter up, to unilorm rates of ))ostai>'e throughout the
hm])n-e, not onlv (Uitwards, l)ut inwards, and also betwe(>n
the \;iri((U'^ (»\-er-sea <'<uintri<'s of the I'hnpire themselves.
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'i'he existing inland rates i-ould be extended through-
out the Mnipire without ])eeuniar\- loss.

'i'he basis of the plan proposed to this end is pa\nient
upon a weight l)asis and abolili(tu of existing lixed contract
system.

I poll a weiglit basis mail matter would be shipped
with other lirst-class cargo, and freight paid accordingly.

The i-eeeipts upon Colonial <'orrespondence at inland

lates would, after ))a\ing freiu'hts on liberal tei'ins. leaxc

a laii- maru'in fur other exiiejises.


