
16

(luol, it greatly teiids to promote that self-dece[)tion, wliicli is

fiital to the souls of men."

The whole of this ceremony appears to me to bo directly

opposed to that spiiitual devotion which God seeketh, and

which Christ enjoinod, when he said, " God is a Spirit, and

they liial worship hiin arust worship him in spirit and in truth."

It is true thiit there are the solemn forms—that there are the

attitudes of devoiion—that t'lere is the afTecting langu ige of

supplication and thanksgiving ; but, for the most pitrt, I fear

there is a destitution of corresponding spiritual emotions in the

heart. Such worship is forcibly described by the mouth of

the prophet Is liah, 29, 13—" Wherefore the Lord said,

this people draw near me with their mouth, and widi their

lips do honor me, but have removed their heart far from mo,

and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men."

—

Such worship, saiih God, " my soul hateth."

Now, sir, 1 conclude:— I hope that in this examination of

Episcopal confirmrttiun, by the word of God, I have not said

any thing, or made use of any term, that can be justly offen-

sive—that is in the least derogatory to a Christian minister,

or contrary to the word of God. I h ive purs*icd the exami-

nation freely,, and spoken plainly ; but the plainest expressions

are extracted from the word of God ; to which we bo»h pro-

fess unqualified subjection ;—and " whether the continuance of

this ceremony, in its present form of administration, be either

for the honor of the' administrator, or the benefit of the

church, I, with all humility, leave to the consideration of those,

who.ti, I thank God, it more immediately concerns than my-

self;" but who, with the writer, are to be faithful in the house

of God—to watch for souls as those who must give an account

to the Great Shepherd, who will shortly come ; before whom
it will be aq uwful thing to have immortal souls required at

our hundsi

I am, Reverend Sir,

Most respectfully,

And obediently your*«,

DAVID DYER.
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