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manner, alludes to such a thing as a penitent bench or a camp
Th If

?J r ^^f^u^^l *^7 ^^""^ "°* ^•^^^ mentioned in any periodof the history of the church, until late in the 17th century. F nnevwho IS a warm adTocato for the "anxious seat," as he terms whft

oh/! r I'i *V P'fr!*"?* ^'""'^'^ and whose work on revivals seemsto bo a text book with those who are engaged in them, states that

«,«?C'^f/" ^''^ ^"S^"^'^' consequently it could no have beenused before the time mentioned.

rr.Fj'L^o'' ''m '""'f
""^ a reference to them in the sacred writings

Shv I shall f'wf""'''^^ ""V "'«^""? P^°°^ °^ '^'^ unscriptu?!

vinJ'i 1 •
therefore consider some of the instances of conversionrecorded in scripture, and shall affirm respecting them that they iJe

™£?'P*?.?^ conversion is produced by the conviction of the judg-

Tf th^i* •
^«^^°°'-Penitcnt bench conversion, by the excitement

«Ln f J^^^'°^?'
^y » contagious sympathy of feeling, or at theutmost by an alarming of the conscience.

v;.,.^1 i^^*^'
^'^ *^® ^'^^ °^ Pentecost and following days, were con-vinced by the reasoning of Peter and the other apostles that the

theT^:?'"' '\'l
'^'^

'^"".^i?!?
^"« ^" ^•^'^^i*^ *^« Ch?ist, and throughtheir judgment being satisfied and their reason convinced, they were

IhP t°
!?''Pr^'°' -^^ *5?^^. ^^^^^"^- '^^^ E^^^ch, and Lydia, and

inlf T''%^P^'''*''', disciples, were converted by being plakilyponted to Jesus as the Prophet that should come into theworid

r^nlr \-f"^n^
expression having been used calculated to terrify oi

hlZi'7¥' Fr^ ^'^^ the Philippian jailor, whose conversions we?e
^Zfri ^^°''*^ ^/ T'^^cleS' l^ad no fearful denunciations of divinewrath declared to them to awaken their consciences

; but when thespirit had by his own operations convinced them of the need ofsalvation, then the messengers of Christ proclaimed peace to thereturning penitents, through the blood of Jesus.

^Iff^
*^®^® instances, the judgment and the reason of the con-verted persons were fully satisfied, and no hot-bed instrumentalitymade use of to force them forward into Christianity. But comparewith the scriptural method of conversion that used by revivaUstsA revival is intended to break out in any neighbourhood-pIeaS

are called together from various places-fermons of an excUW
character are preached-and while the congregation is under theinfluence of this excitement, notice is given thft a prayer meetingwil be immediately held; invitations Ire given to those who arldesirous of going to heaven to manifest that desire by coming forthbefore the congregation and kneeling at the penitent bench.

^
Who

\l7Jr tT""' f ^Tl *^''"
• ^^^ consequence therefore is that!under the impulse of the moment, some (generally young persons orfemales go forward; sometimes however there is a backwardness

manifested, when the initiatory step is taken by some prominent

mZtTl' r^' t^ ''' ^rS once broken, it is easy afte?waris ?o

fL«n.^ *?f •

^^""i?^^
^'" arranged, prayers are ofl-ered in sucha manner that or»e would suppose that heaven was about to be takenby storm, and advices given to the supposed penitents amidst themost extreme noise and confusion : when at Un^th nnd'^j. ».« .-.-fi..


