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over all the Indian tribos of botli Amoiicas, froTTi

the EsqiiiiiKiux, who iuluihit the Arctic regions, tc

the cxtreuiitv of Patau-onia.

All historians agree in saying, that the most per-

verse and wicked men in all the tribes are the med-

icine-men. Before their conversion to the faith, as

well as everywliere else among the Indian tribes,

each Coeur-d'Aleiie had his manitou (tutelary spirit

or divinity). To this manitou the Indian addresses

bis prayer or supplication, and offers his sacrifices,

when he is in any danger, sets out for war, or goes

fishing or hunting, as well as in every other enter-

prise in which he is about to engage, in order to

obtain success or some extraordinary favor. He
believes that he can ask every thing of his manitou,

reasonable or unreasonable, good or bad. To obtain

favors, he must be able to handle the bow and

arrow, and although initiation to the manitou is

considered as the most important act of life, the

adept is required to submit to ceremonies and prac-

tices which are generally very difficult and often

very painful. The young man after making pro-

found incisions on the flesliy parts of the body, or

after a rigorous fast, is supposed to discover in his

dreams the form or resemblance under which the

manitou manifests himself. During his whole life

he is bound to bear the imnge or a mark of it; and

on all occasions he must present his offerings and

address his prayers to him. His talisman is the


