
1 ;}s Till: ODD MAN AND Ills ODDITIKS

AN ODD I'Ali: ol' S('ALi:s.

A niDiik, when his rites sncrcdoial was o'er,

111 till' (1(^)111 ol' his cell, with its stdiic-cDVcivd tionr.

ivcsisniiiu' to thouiiiit liis chiiiu'i'ical luviiii.

Oiicc loi'iiicd a coiilrivaiicc '.vc mow shall explain ;

Hut whether In iiianic. or alehemv's powers,
A\ e know not -indeed, 'tis no luisiiiess of ours.

Perhaps it was only hy patience and care.

At leasl, that he hrouiilit his invention to hear.

In youth 'twas projected, hut years stole away.
And ere 'twas coiniiletc he was w linkled and >;ray

;

l>ut success is assured, unless eiierux fails.

And al h'liuth he produced tho.se reniark:!l)le scales,

" What were they ?" you ask ; you shall presently see ;

Those scales were not made to weiuh suii'ar and tea.

<) no. lor such propcrlies >\()iidrous had ihev.

That (pialities, fci'linu's, and ihouiihls they could uei-h,
'I'o.uelher with articles small or immense.
l'"'rom mountains or ])laiiets to atoms of >ense.

Xauiiht was iheri'so bulky, liul Ihei-c it co-ild lay.

And nauiiht so ethereal luit ihere it would slay ;

And nauiiht so I'eliiciani hut in it nuiNt no

—

All which sonu' examples more plainly may show.
'I'lic llrsi thiiin- he weighed was the iie.id of \ oltaire.

Which i-etained all tlic w il that had e\ci- been Ihere.

Asa weii>lil he threw in a loi'ii scrap of a li'af

(.'ontaininu- the prayer of the peiiiteni thief.

\\ hen the skull lose aloft with so sudden a si)ell

That it bounced like a ball on the roof of the cell.

One time he put in Alexander the (Jreat,

"Willi a ii-armeni that Dorcas had made for a weight.
And tiiouii'h clad in i.rmor from sandal to crown.
The hero rose up and the li'arment went down,
A lonu' row of Mlms-hoiises, amply endowed
Hy a well-esleemed Pharisee, busy and proud.

Next loaded the scale while the other was prest.

I>y those mites the jioor widow dropi into the chest
;
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