
GEBMAN CONQUEST OF ENGLAND IN 1875.
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bo sure, but now schools with their four or five hundred

boys were springing up all over the country.

Fools that wo were ! Wo thought that all this wealth

and prosperity were sent us by Providence, and could not

stop coming. In our blindness we did not see that we

were merely a big workshop, making up the things which

came from all parts of the world ; and that if other nations

stopped sending us raw goods to work up, we could not

produce them ourselves. True, we had in those days an

advantage ir* our cheap coal and iron ; and had we taken

care not to waste the fuel, it might have lasted us longer.

But even then there were signs that coal and iron would

soon become cheaper in other parts ; while a8 to food and

other things, England was not better off than it is now.

We were so rich simply because other nations from all

yt^ parts of the world were in the habit of sending their goods

to us to be sold or manufactured ; and we thought that

this would last for ever. And so, perhaps, it might have

lasted, if we had only taken proper means to keep it; but,

in our folly, we were too careless even to insure our pros-

perity, and after the course of trade was turned away, it

would not come back again.

And yet, if ever a nation had a plain warning, we had.

If we were the greatest trading country, our neighbors

were the leading military power in Europe. They were

driving a good trade, too, for this was before their foolish

communism (about which you will hear when you are

older) had ruined the rich without benefiting the poor,

and they were in many respects the first nation in Europe

;

but it was on their army that they prided themselves most.

And with reason. They had beaten the Russians and the


